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BIDLDING FORl\f
ARCHITECTURAL

0 see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

DESCRIPTION

Describe architectural features.

Reportedly dating to as early as 1753, 16 North Street is a Georgian vernacular farm house which together
with its still-rural setting provides a glimpse of a farmstead in the North Precinct of Reading during the
Colonial era. Set back from the street atop a low rise, a low field stone wall encloses the corner of the
property formed by street and driveway. The house is composed of three two-story components, including:
a three-bay-by-one bay main block, an east ell and a south (rear) ell.
Rising from a granite block foundation, the main block's front and rear elevations are clad with clapboards while
wood shingles cover the end gables. At the center of the main block's street facade is a front door whose
surrounds rank among the most handsome and ornate for a house of this period in North Reading. Here, the
front door is flanked by fluted Doric columns and is surmounted by a cornice-headed entablature which is
enlivened by a dentil course. In general, windows exhibit raised surrounds and contain 6/6 wood sash which
replaced 12/12 wood sash at an undetermined date. The main block is enclosed by a gable roof whose attic is
illuminated by small square windows. Rising from the center of the asphalt shingle-covered roof ridge is a
substantial brick chimney.
Projecting from the west side of the gable-roofed rear ell is an open porch which is enclosed by solid, wood
shingle-clad porch railings which support square posts that rise to meet a low, shed roof. Above the rear ell's
porch are two distinctive small square windows containing 2/2 wood sash. The house's east ell measures
two-bays-by-a -single-bay.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
t8J see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the roletsi the
wners/occupants played within the community.
Probably dating to the third quarter of the eighteenth century, 16 North street has significant local historical
associations with the Eaton family. The Eatons were evidently an unusually large and prolific clan even by the
standards of the time. According to the 1870 Valuation of Real and Personal Property. there were as many
as 21 land-owning Eatons in the town. 16 North Street was probably built by Ebenezer Eaton who served in
the Revolutionary army at Dorchester. He was among several thousand men who helped to secure and fortify
Dorchester Heights as part of General Washington's successful campaign to force the British to evacuate Boston,
ending a two-year occupation of the town. After serving in Washington's army for an unspecified length of
enlistment, Ebenezer Eaton returned to his North Street farm. The segment of Haverhill Street between North and
Marblehead Streets was something of an "Eatonville" in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Ebenezer's farm
at 16 North Street was located just to the south of Thomas Eaton's farm on Haverhill Street opposite Marblehead
Street (no longer extant). Although further research is needed on how Ebenezer was related to Thomas, it is known
that Thomas, like Ebenezer, served in the Revolution. Rising to the rank of Captain, Thomas served in the Northward
Army that marched to Ticonderoga. After the war he married Joanna Flint and purchased 48 acres on Haverhill
Street, opposite Marblehead Street from John Burnap.
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