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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

BIDLDING FORM:
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features.

0 see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other bui ldings within the community.

170 Haverhill Street was built around 1920. A handsome example of the Colonial Revival style, the
rectangular main block measures three-bays-by-two-bays.
This house rises two stories from a concrete block
foundation to a gable roof with return eaves. The first floor is clad with clapboards while the second
floor is sheathed with wood shingles. Projecting from the center of the main facade is an entrance porch
which is sheltered by a broad pedimented gable roof. The roof is supported by paired, square Doric
posts and pilasters which rise from solid, wood shingle covered railings. The railings rest on a field stone
foundation. The front door is flanked by side lights. On either side of the entrance porch are double
windows. At the second story, standard-size double windows flank a small double window. In general,
windows are fully enframed and contain 6/1 wood sash. Projecting from the main elevation's roof slope
is a pair of gable-roofed dormer windows whose return eaves echo those of the end wall gables. The
dormer windows contain four narrow vertical panes over a single pane. Single-story enclosed porches project
from the end wall gables.

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE

~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the rolets) the
owners/occupants played with ill the community,
Built c. 1920,170 Haverhill Street provides a physical link with North Reading during the Early Modem
Period (1915-1940). During this period, North Reading's landscape was transformed by widespread middle
class automobile ownership. The town center's local street and steam railroad links to Boston, Lawrence
and Salem were abandoned as highway improvements were made along Main Street (Route 28) and elsewhere
in the town. New highways led to the establishment of summer as well as permanent homes and estates.
North Reading's population numbered 1,292 in 1915 and by 1940 attained 2,886. Indeed, the town's population
grew at a rate of 80 people per year between 1920 and 1940. Despite the community's rise in the number of
residents, growth remained modest. Population growth was focused primarily at the town center, Saddler's Brook
(Chestnut/Haverhill Streets) and Martin's Pond, while commercial highway development was evident
along Main Street (Route 28). By 1920, Abbott Shoe Company was perhaps the best-known industry beyond
the town's boundaries, having evolved from modest beginnings during the 1840s to requiring the construction
of a relatively extensive factory in 1919-192l. Farming continued to factor importantly in the local economy
between the World Wars with milk, apples and fruit constituting the principal farm shipments.
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