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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features.

~ see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Probably dating to the second quarter of the eighteenth century, 221 Elm Street is an intact example of a
Georgian vernacular farm house. The house is composed of a two-and-one-half-story,
five-bay-by-one-bay
main block and two east ells. Projecting from the northeast corner of the main block is an integral
two-story, two-bay-by-one bay structure called a Beverly jog because of its distinctive, saw-toothed form.
Nestled into the intersection of the main block and Beverly jog is a second ell of a single story in height.
Evidently this ell was added long after the house was built and probably started out as an open porch.
This ell's Elm Street facade exhibits double windows to the left of its entrance while a bank of six
windows is in evidence on its east wall.
The main block's principal elevation is characterized by a high degree of symmetry. Here, the center
entrance is flanked by side lights and Doric pilasters and is surmounted by a solid transom and corniceheaded entablature. The transom exhibits unusual raised two-dimensional ornamentation. Access to the
multi-panel front door is provided by a granite step. In general, windows are fully enframed with raised
sills. These double hung windows contain 6/6 wood sash and are flanked by louvered shutters. Second floor
windows are flush with the plate beneath shallow eaves.
The roofs of the main block and ells are sheathed with asphalt shingles. Rising from either end of the
main block's north roof slope are fairly substantial brick chimneys. The main block's gable exhibits shallow
return eaves.
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Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations
wners/occupants played within the community.

221 Elm Street is a key component in North Reading's Elm/Park Street's collection of 18th century and
early nineteenth century farm houses. Situated on level terrain adjacent to to the Ipswich River and adjacent
meadow lands, approximately two dozen houses are ranged along the ElmlPark Street's corridor. These
houses provide a link with North Reading, then the North Parish of Reading, during the Colonial Period
(1675-177 5). During this period the local economy was characterized by subsistence farming with
a sawmill at Mill Street and the Ipswich River as early as 1694. By the early eighteenth century, the Town
Common area at the intersection of Haverhill and Park Streets began to assume the appearance of a town
center. Population figures for this period are sketchy. By 1720, the church had a membership of 39 while
the total number of taxpayers was 55. By 1771, 66 voters were located within the North Parish.
This house has historical associations with North Reading's Graves family (see also 207 Elm Street).
Samuel M. Le Page does not mention this house in his discussion of old North Reading houses. The
1795 Needham Map shows this house labeled "Daniel Graves" with neighboring buildings owned by
Parkers to the east and Uptons to the west. The Graves family may not have been the first
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ARCmTECTURAL

DESCRIPTION continued

In recent years the origins, time frame of construction and purpose of Beverly Jogs have been reexamined
by vernacular architectural historians. The term itself "is a Colonial Revival concoction of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century, and the actual relation of the feature and its origins to Beverly is tenuous at best."
Currently, most vernacular architectural historians would dispute Sidney Schuler's claim in Saltbox and Cape
Cod Houses that "the Beverly jog did not serve any purpose, just simply added a little floor space to a house."
In fact, Beverly Jogs provided "secondary access related to a number of different issues in the changing use of these
buildings, the most important of which was probably their use as multiple household dwellings. Large, two-family
dwellings frequently were in divided use and/or ownership often as the result of estate divisions and reservations of
widow's dowers .... Secondary access was also important in providing a secondary entrance into rear service areas for
household based industries, and the movement of servants and sometimes slaves." This type of house is
well represented in Ipswich, near Beverly, and at least one example is located in Reading. In North Reading,
215 Elm Street is one of three houses (see 221 Elm Street and 471 Park Street) that possess a Beverly jog.
Long thought to have been built between the 1690s until as late as the 1740s, this feature probably did not
disappear entirely after the mid eighteenth century.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued
family to reside in the house since its form and elements suggest origins within the first half of the eighteenth
century. Captain Daniel Graves was a young soldier during the Revolutionary War. He provided an eyewitness
account of his military experiences in a diary which survived for posterity. According to the Eatons in their
250th Anniversary History of North Reading. "the captain was a man of more than ordinary influence in the old Nortn
Precinct. He served two terms in the State legislature and in various town offices." The Captain's son Eben was "a farmer
and market man." Eben's daughter Mary Hannah Graves by all accounts had a remarkable career as a teacher and
Unitarian minister. Described by the Eatons as "a teacher just thirty years ahead of her time," Miss Graves was the
first woman to be ordained by the Unitarians of Massachusetts.
Mary Hannah Graves was born in North Reading on September 12, 1839. Although it is not clear if
she was born at 221 Elm Street, it is known that she attended school in "the lower end" -- the section of
North Reading bordering Elm Street, east of the town center. She attended Abbott Academy in Andover
for one term and continued her studies at the Salem Normal School (class of 1860).
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Historical Narrative
The Eatons were among her students and "remembered her generous teaching and her labors cultivating
the imagination and the finer qualities of the mind." She stressed drawing, reading and botanizing
"at a time when parsing and ciphering and the memorizing of map questions were the all-adored trinity of
the public schools." Despite her students' enthusiasm for her teaching methods, Miss Graves' imaginative
approach to education was not valued by the "school examiners," necessitating the pursuit of a new line of work.
A stint as a writer for newspapers led her to the study of theology with Rev. Olympia Brown of Weymouth, MA.
During the summer of 1869 she briefly returned to North Reading to preach at the Universalist Church, leaving
in the fall to study theology in Bridgeport, Connecticut. She preached in New Haven, Connecticut and later
Earlville, Illinois. Returning to Massachusetts in 1871, she embarked on a ministry in Mansfield, MA
which led to her ordination as the first female Unitarian minister in Massachusetts on December 14, 1871.
She preached in Mansfield, eventually leaving her ministry to tend to her failing health. By the 1890s,
she was living in Boston and was engaged in literary work.
By the mid-nineteenth century, 221 Elm Street was owned by Joseph E. Holt. In 1870, Holt's 29-acre
farm encompassed a house and barn worth $800 and $200, respectively. A shed was valued at
$30, while the house lot had a value of $135. The farm's land included a IS-acre Back Field,
a 7-acre pasture and a 5-acre house lot. Holt also owned an additional 8 acres on Marblehead Street
in North Reading. By 1890, Holt's widow, Rebecca owned this property. Around 1900, the
property passed from the Holts to George R. Heinman, farmer. His son, "farmer and truckman"
Albert C. Heinman inherited the farm during thel910s. By the early 1920s, the Heinmans no longer
owned this property. Retirees Bernice M. and Harold W. Smith are listed here in 1966.

*This property was purchased some time before WW I by George Enos Sterling Fancy.
His son inherited the house and raised his family there. About 19 years after the death of
the son., the son's widow married Harold Smith, hence the retirees Bernice and Harold
Smith, owners until 1966.

* Source:
Lyman Fancy, grandson of George Enos Sterling Fancy,
who lived at 221 Elm Street throughout his childhood.
Recorded Sept. 25, 2002
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Statement of Significance by Edward W. Gordon
Preservation Consultant
'":onsultant '-~--~-,-The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here

The Graves-Holt-Heinman Farmstead is considered eligible as a well preserved example of a
North Parish of Reading farmstead that was built by 1795. A key component in eastern Elm Street's
fine collection of Colonial and Federal vernacular This Georgian farmstead is part of a small but choice group of
North Reading farmsteads that possesses a saw-toothed lean-to called a Beverly jog. This house was the girlhood
home of Mary Hannah Graves, the first woman to be ordained by the Unitarians of Massachusetts. Miss Graves
(1839-c.1900) had a remarkable career as a teacher, theologian and preacher ministering to congregations in New
Haven,Connecticul,Earlville, Illinois and Mansfield, Massachusetts.
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Historical Narrative
The Eatons were among her students and "remembered her generous teaching and her labors cultivating
the imagination and the finer qualities of the mind." She stressed drawing, reading and botanizing
"at a time when parsing and ciphering and the memorizing of map questions were the all-adored trinity of
the public schools." Despite her students' enthusiasm for her teaching methods, Miss Graves' imaginative
approach to education was not valued by the "school examiners," necessitating the pursuit of a new line of work.
A stint as a writer for newspapers led her to the study of theology with Rev. Olympia Brown of Weymouth, MA.
During the summer of 1869 she briefly returned to North Reading to preach at the Universalist Church,leaving
in the fall to study theology in Bridgeport, Connecticut. She preached in New Haven, Connecticut and later
Earlville, Illinois. Returning to Massachusetts in 1871, she embarked on a ministry in Mansfield, MA
which led to her ordination as the first female Unitarian minister in Massachusetts on December 14, 187!.
She preached in Mansfield, eventually leaving her ministry to tend to her failing health. By the 1890s,
she was living in Boston and was engaged in literary work.
By the mid-nineteenth century, 221 Elm Street was owned by Joseph E. Holt. In 1870, Holt's 29-acre
farm encompassed a house and barn worth $800 and $200, respectively. A shed was valued at
$30, while the house lot had a value of $135. The farm's land included a 15-acre Back Field,
a 7-acre pasture and a 5-acre house lot. Holt also owned an additional 8 acres on Marblehead Street
in North Reading. By 1890, Holt's widow, Rebecca owned this property. Around 1900, the
property passed from the Holts to George R. Heinman, farmer. His son, "farmer and truckman"
Albert C. Heinman inherited the farm during the191Os. By the early 1920s, the Heinmans no longer
owned this property. Retirees Bemice M. and Harold W. Smith are listed here in 1966.
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