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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
~ see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristi cs of this building in terms of other buildings within the

community.

215 Elm Street ranks among the oldest houses in North Reading. Possibly built as early as the 1690s, this
clapboard-clad house more probably dates to the first quarter of the eighteenth century. This early Georgian
vernacular residence exhibits a small saw-toothed ell which projects from its west gable. Enclosed by a
sweeping, steeply pitched shed roof, this type of ell is called a Beverly jog. In recent years the origins,
time frame of construction and purpose of Beverly Jogs have been reexamined by vernacular architectural
historians. The term itself "is a Colonial Revival concoction of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century,
and the actual relation of the feature and its origins to Beverly is tenuous at best." Currently, most vernacular
architectural historians would dispute Sidney Schuler's claim in Saltbox and Cape Cod Houses that "the
Beverly jog did not serve any purpose, just simply added a little floor space to a house." In fact, Beverly
Jogs provided "secondary access related to a number of different issues in the changing use of these buildings,
the most important of which was probably their use as multiple household dwellings. Large, two-story
dwellings frequently were in divided use and/or ownership often as the result of estate divisions and
reservations of widow's dowers ....Secondary access was also important in providing a secondary entrance
into rear service areas for household based industries, and the movement of servants, and sometimes sla ves."
This type of house is well represented in Ipswich, near Beverly, and at least one example is located in
Reading. In North Reading, 215 Elm Street is one of three houses (see 221 Elm Street and 471 Park Street)
that possess a Beverly jog. Long thought to have been built between the 1690s until as late as the 1740s,
this feature probably did not disappear entirely after the mid eighteenth century. Although Beverly jogs were

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE
~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history, Include uses of the building. and the rolets) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
Although apparently built during the first three decades of the eighteenth century, the earliest identified
owner is Lt. David Parker who owned this house by at least 1795. A veteran of the Revolutionary War,
according to Samuel M. Le Page "Mr. David Parker lived in the large house next door to the Graves and
often crossed Gra ves' land on his way to his work on the next farm (now 191 Elm Street). Mr. Parker
seems to have been a man who could hardly take time out to eat. Often he would emerge from his door
with a large part of his dinner in hand. This led Mr. Graves (his next door neighbor) to facetiously remark
that he would have to charge for the bones that were promiscuously tossed on his land,"
Further research is needed to determine when this farm passed from Parker family ownership, By the
mid-nineteenth century, William H. Pickard, farmer, lived here. In 1870, Pickard's farm encompassed
almost 100 acres of land, including meadows named Powder, Brown's and River, along with an orchard,
Front lot, Home Field, New Orchard, a one-acre "Rocky Piece," and the 57-acre Robey Pasture.
Valued at $800, the Pickard house was situated on a one-acre lot. The barn and two sheds were valued at
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not exclusively built in Essex County, the majority of these houses seem to be located in the northeastern part
of the state. North Reading, one of the eastern-most towns in Middlesex County, is somewhat removed from
northern Massachusetts coastal towns, but this structural concept probably made its way west in North Reading
via ElmlPark Streets which was "the Old Road to Salem."
215 Elm Street has the lines and proportions of a very early house. The interior may contain interesting structural
timbers and finishes. Measuring five bays by the equivalent of three bays, it rises two stories from a granite block
foundation to a broad gable roof. Projecting from the center of the main facade is an enclosed entrance vestibule of
undetermined date whose narrow side walls are pierced by oval windows. Access to the front door is provided by a
granite slab. The front door is surmounted by a simple entablature. The main block has narrow windows set high
and wide apart. The edges of the house display surrounds. First floor windows exhibit cornice-headed lintels.'
In general double-hung windows contain six over nine wood sash. Rising from the center of the main block is a
substantial brick chimney.
The integral west ell with its distinctive "saw toothed" form measures a single-bay-by-a-single-bay.
Its main
elevation exhibits a narrow secondary entrance which is surmounted by a pedimented entablature. The entablature,
in turn, is surmounted by a narrow second story window. The ell is enclosed by a shed roof whose single, northern slope
is characterized by a dramatic sweep.
mSTORICAL
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$900 and $75, respectively. Given that most barns in North Reading were valued at between $100
and $500, Pickard's barn (no longer extant) must have been fairly substantial.
The 1875 Map of Middlesex County shows an extensive cranberry bog on the south side of the
Ipswich River labeled toW.H. Pickard's Cranberry Meadows."
By 1890, Pickard
with an estimated
1905. By 1906, a
Thomas Stephens,

had added a 12-acre "Cross Wood-lot" which brought his total acreage to 110 acres
value of $4,990. The property passed from the Pickards between 1897 and
Miss E. Halliman owned this property. By the mid-1960s, Anne M. Stephens and
an engineer, lived here.
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The Parker- Pickard Farmstead is a key component in the remarkably intact collection of Colonial and
Federal vernacular farmsteads bordering eastern Elm Street in North Reading's Lower End neighborhood. During
the late eighteenth century, this was the residence of Revolutionary War veteran Lt. David Parker. By the mid
eighteenth century this house was part of a sizable 100 acre farm owned by William H. Picard.

