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DESCRIPTION

Des cribe architectural features.

D see continuation sheet

Evaluate the characteristics

of this building in terms of other buildings within the community,

207 Elm Street is a two-and-one-half-story
Federal vernacular farm house. Although the house was
reportedly built in 1732, its five-bay-by-one-bay
form and center entrance with multi-panel
side lights and
elliptical arch with a solid "fan light" suggest a date of around 1800. The house rests on a granite block and
rubble stone foundation.
Possessing
an L-shaped form, a one-and-one-half
story ell projects from the east
wall. Both main block and side ell are clad with clapboards.and
enclosed by asphalt shingle clad roofs.
In general, double hung windows with 6/6 wood sash are fully enframed with raised wooden moldings
Windows are flanked by louvered shutters. The main facade culminates
in a molded wooden cornice.
The end gables exhibit return eaves. The corbelled center chimney appears to be a Victorian-era
replacement.
Indeed, Le Page notes that "some years ago the old central chimney was removed and the house modernized
in other ways, but there are still indications of its early origins."
Projecting from the main block's
sla twork railings.

east gable,

the one-and-one-half

story ell exhibits

an encircling

porch

with

The east of the main house is a substantial,
L-shaped barn with broad end gables facing east and west
Attached to the northwest corner of the barn is a smaller gable-roofed
structure. At the eastern end of the barn
is a substantial silo.

HISTORICAL

NARRA TIVE
~ see continuation sheer
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or stale) history, Include uses of till' building,
owners/occupants played within the community.

and the rolets t the

')7 Elm Street was reportedly built as early as 1732. It is a key component in the Elm/Park Street corridor's
of eighteenth
and early nineteenth
century farm houses. These houses provide a link with North
Reading, then the North Parish of Reading, during the Colonial Period (1675-1775).
During this period the
local economy was characterized
by subsistence
farming with a sawmill at Mill Street and the Ipswich River as
early as 1694. By the early eighteenth
century, the Town Common area at the intersection
of Haverhill and
Park Streets becan to assume the appearance
of a town center. Population
figures for this period are sketchy.
By 1720, the church had a membership
of 39 while the total number of taxpayers was 55. By 1771,66 voters
were located within the North Parish.

.cllection

By all accounts 207 Elm Street's first owner was Ebenezer Upton. Uptons settled in the North Parish as early as
1685. At that time, the John Uptons Sr. and Jr. were among the eight "first families" of the town. 207 Elm Street
appears on the 1795 Nickerson Map of Reading labeled "Eben Upton." North Reading historian Samuel M.
LePage makes no mention of the Uptons in his account of the house's history. A John Phelps is said to have
built a house prior to 1680 on Elm Street land later owned by the Uptons. As late as 1876, the Phelps
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued
cellar hole, the only remnant of the ancient Phelps homestead, is said to have been still visible on 207 Elm Street's
parcel. According to Le Page, "the house now owned by J .A. Turner" (see below) was sold by Joseph
Bancroft to Daniel Graves on March 4, 1799 for 127 pounds. Job Bancroft is referred to in this house's
1799 deed as a "housewright" and may have been responsible for this house's construction. The possibility
remains that 207 Elm Street was built by Graves, c. 1799-1800, replacing an earlier Upton-built house.
By the mid-nineteenth century, descendants of Eliab Stone, the North Parish 's minister (from 1767 on),
farmed the 76 acres that comprised this farm in 1870. According to the 1870 Valuation of Real and Personal
Property in North Readini:, Eliab Stone's farm encompassed: one house ($700); 1 barn ($500); one shop ($20);
two sheds ($50); a 15-acre Back Field; a 2-acre Fore Field; 14 acres of meadows named River, Flag Hole, Dix's
and Stoney Hole; as well as a 30-acre Pasture Wood Lot. In 1870, the total valuation of the property was $3,265.
Around 1900, the Stone farm was purchased by Joseph A. Turner. By 1910, the size of this farm had
increased from 76 acres to 96 acres. At that time, the house was appraised at $1,100 and the barn was
worth an estimated $750. The sheds were valued at $75. At least five structures had been added to the
premises since 1870, including: a carriage house ($125); three hen houses ($100); and half a windmill
($100). The purchase of a 20-acre tract called "Flint Woodland" had occurred during this twenty-year interval.
207 Elm Street remained in the Turner family until at least the mid-1960s. In 1966, Raymond
farmer and his wife Mildred Turner are listed at this address.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form
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The criterwmat are checkeam the above sections must be justified here
Although the exact construction date is unclear, 207 Elm Street is a solid, well-crafted example
of a Federal vernacular farm house that was extant by 1795 and may have replaced an earlier house(s)
owned by John Phelps and Ebenezer Upton. Later owners included housewright Joseph Bancroft (1790s),
Daniel Graves, descendants of local mid eighteenth century Congregational minister
Eliab Stone,
and farmer Joseph A. Turner. The house remained in the Turner family from c.l900 until at least
the mid 1960s. This house is a key component in the Lower End Neighborhood/eastern
Elm Street's
Remarkably intact collection of Colonial and Federal farm houses.

