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Describe landscape features, gravestone materials, designs, motifs, and symbols that are either common or unusual.
carvers.

Note any known

Despite the presence of modern suburban houses to the east, south and west, Harmony Vale Cemetery retains
the appearance of a rural community's burial ground. The Chestnut Street edge of the burial ground is
bounded by a stand of trees and a low field stone wall. The western edge of the burial ground is bordered
by Heritage Way which leads to a modern suburban residential development. Situated on a high rise
across Chestnut Street are the distinctive forms of the Whittredge House and Barn ay 97 Chestnut Street.
Situated on a level lot with little attempt at topographical "improvements," the cemetery was founded before
the garden cemetery movement, spurred by the popularity of Mount Auburn Cemetery (founded in Cambridge,
MA in 1831), reached rural areas. Typical of many nineteenth century cemeteries, Harmony Vale Cemetery's
gravestones represent a wide range of styles, reflecting changing tastes. The earliest stones in the cemetery
belong to members of the Whittredge family, who donated the land for use as a burial ground. These stones
exhibit the typical Colonial portal shape, each with a neoclassical urn-and-willow motif, popular c. 1800-1840
in rural areas. Other nineteenth century gravestones reflect the wide spectrum of Victorian styles: Gothic
Revival, Egyptian Revival.neoclassically-inspired
shrouded ums,represemations
of sheaves of wheat, and floral
motifs. Most of the nineteenth century stones are made of marble or slate. Later nineteenth century and
twentieth century stones are often carved from granite. A number of lots retain evidence that they may have
had a surrounding fence; several lots are bounded by granite curbing.
Only a few stones have visible carver signatures (more stones may be signed, but the signature has either eroded,
or due to settlement of the stone, is no longer visible above ground level). One is eroded and now illegible;
further examination might still reveal the name. The first headstone in the row of Whittredge family members
(because only the bottom half survives, the name and dates of deceased are unknown) still carries a very crisp
carver signature in the marble: "F & G, Lawrence."
Another headstone in the cemetery, that ofPamelia
Goldsmith (d. 1854) is notable in particular because the carver utilized a different fom style for every line even in all. The carver's signature on this stone is "I. Fletcher, Lawrence." This is almost certainly Isaac
Fletcher, a stonecutter who is listed in the 1853 Lawrence city directory as a "marble dealer." Fletcher may
also be the "FH in the signed stone next to Whittredge family members. Fletcher's work also appears in

HISTORICALNARRA TIVE
Explain religious affiliations,
community,

~ see continuation sheet
major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial ground with the

The Harmony Vale Cemetery, due to its relatively small size and variety of stones and dates, is an ideal sample
from which to make some observations on nineteenth century social life.
Harmony Vale was founded on land donated by William W. Whittredge Jr. (d. 1820) c. 1815 for use as a
Baptist burial ground. Whittredge lived in the house across the street (97 Chestnut Street), the first of that
family name to reside in North Reading. Born in Gloucester, MA in 1760, he later married Miss Hannah Flint
and removed to Chestnut Street. Land was needed for Baptist burials, as the Baptist movement became popular
and a Baptist church was formed in North Reading. The Cemetery is no longer an exclusively Baptist burial
ground. The Whittredge family member graves appear to be the oldest burials in the cemetery - the first
recorded burial in the lot was Daniel Whittredge in 1800. Later other families were granted permission to be
buried here, including the Parker, Nichols, Root, and Upton families. The majority of burials took place
between 1829 and 1849.
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VisuallDesign Assessment (con't)
several of the North Reading cemeteries surveyed, a possible sign that North Reading did not have a resident
stonecutter or successful stonecutting shop in the nineteenth century, and that stones had to be ordered from
shops in other towns.
A notable feature of the Cemetery is the impressive c. 1850 cast and wrought iron fence that surrounds the
Deacon Eliab Parker lot. Such fences were extremely popular in the mid-nineteenth century. Iron furniture
was also occasionally placed inside such lots. The Parker fence is a very elaborate example of the kind of cast
and wrought iron that was being produced for cemetery lots by companies such as the John Wickersham
Company in New York. The gate to the lot with the embossed owner name "Dea, Eliab Parker" is similar to
fancy examples in the 1853 catalog of the Wickersham Company; at that time, such gates cost $1.50 (versions
without the customized embossed name cost $1.25). The fence appears to be in extremely good condition and
well-maintained, probably recently restored, except for the gate which is in good condition but not apparently
recently restored. Currently painted black, earlier photographs indicate that at some point the fence was painted
white, the other popular nineteenth-century choice for cemetery fences, and one source mentions the white
fence was also gilded at some point. (In fact, a close inspection of the gate reveals traces of this gilding.) The
survival of this fence is remarkable especially because the popularity of these fences went into a sharp decline
towards the end of the nineteenth century. Changing standards of cemetery maintenance caused many
cemetery superintendents to urge families to remove the "unsightly" fences, which made mowing and upkeep
of individual lots inefficient and labor intensive. Changing tastes did the rest. As an example, Mount Auburn
Cemetery, which had about 1,700 such ornamental fences during the height of their popularity, now counts less
than 70 - some of those missing gates or in sub-optimum condition. The Parker lot fence is a particularly
spectacular survival of that era.

Historical Narrative (con't)
The iron-fenced lot contains the remains of Dea. Eliab Parker (1798/9-1851).
The pamphlet entitled
" Historical Highlights": First Baptist Church (North Reading, MA) identifies Deacon Eliab Parker as having
organized the church in his home. The pamphlet identifies another family member buried in that lot, Gustavus
Parker (1826-1882), as the church clerk, 1850-1857.
Harmony Vale Cemetery contains the family lot of a nineteenth-century celebrity, lyricist George Frederick
Root (1820-1895). Also known as G. Friedrich Wurzel ("root" in German), Root was born in Sheffield, MA.
He trained with George Webb in Boston. In 1845, Root moved to New York and embarked on a career as a
musician and music teacher. Later, Root moved to North Reading. Root began to compose his own music and
lyrics. His songs became enormously popular. His Civil War song, "The Battle Cry of Freedom" (1864) is
still used today in films and plays about the Civil War. Root used the German version of his name for his
minstrel music. He died on Bailey Island, ME in 1895, and was buried under an imposing obelisk monument
in the Root family lot, which contains Root family burials as recent as 1989.
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Historical Narrative
The graves of other, lesser known citizens also tell the story of life in the nineteenth century. Among the fullsize headstones are a substantial number of small stones, some unmarked, some marked simply with initials,
that tell the tale of high infant mortality in nineteenth-century America. Records of Mount Auburn Cemetery
indicate that infants under the age of five accounted for about 35 % of burials at that Cemetery from its
founding in 1831 (when it was still a rural cemetery) until the late nineteenth century, a number that closely
parallels published health reports of the time. Although not thoroughly surveyed or tabulated, the gravestones
at Harmony Vale seem to bear this out. Indeed, one set of gravestones tells this story: the tombstones of
Florence A. Norwood (d. September 2,1851, age 2) and her brother Charles H. (d. September 26,1851, age 7),
siblings who died within weeks of each other, probably indicates contagious illness in an age before the
widespread availability of vaccines. The grave of their mother, Mary, wife of Charles Norwood, further tells of
the catastrophic decimation of the Norwood family within days: Mary Norwood died in October 1851,
probably just before or soon after her l l-day old infant, who died on October 6. The baby, also named
Charles Norwood, was probably born on or right after September 26, the day Mary's eldest son Charles died;
re-using proper children's names within a family was a common practice. Dying either as a result of childbirth
or illness, the misfortune of Mary Norwood and of her children was nevertheless not uncommon. There is no
gravestone for the senior Charles Norwood - after losing his wife, daughter and two namesakes he may have
remarried and been buried elsewhere. Other family lots at Harmony Vale have similar histories, with the graves
of first and second wives buried with their respective husbands, children, and infants.
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Consultant

Qualifies as well preserved early nineteenth century burial ground initially used almost exclusively by
members of North Reading's first Baptist Society. Typical of many nineteenth century cemeteries, Harmony Vale
Cemetery's gravestones represent a wide range of styles, reflecting changing tastes. The majority of the
stones are composed of marble and slate. Still extant within this burial ground are ornate cast iron family plot
enclosures dating to the mid-nineteenth
century. Located within this smallurial ground are members of the
Whittredge family of farmers, early Baptists and abolitionistsvho originally sold this lot to the Baptists.
The nationally recognized nineteenth century composer George Root is also buried here.

