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67 Elm Street

Address

\

or village)

Mclntire-J effreys-Childs

Historic Name
Use: Present

Private residence

Original

Farm house
1787; by 1795

Date of Construction
Source

Farmstead

Assessors Records and 1795 Nickerson Map

Style /F 0 ITn

Georgian vernacular/

rectangular

Undetermined

Architect/Builder
Exterior Material
Foundation

Stone

Vinyl

Wall

Asphalt Shingles

Roof

Outbuildings/Secondary

Structures

N/A

Barn reportedly represented the 1752 meeting house adapted for
reuse as a farm buddmg and dunng the late twentIeth century was
dismantled and mo ved to COllnecticut.

Major Alterations

(with dates)
West ell added at
undetermined date. Center chimney removed c. mid-19th century,
replaced by chImneys at eIther end at the roof's north slope.

Condition
Moved

_G_o_o_d
Dyes

_

~

no

Acreage _0_.4_6_' _ac_·r_e_s
Edward W, Gordon
Recorded

by
North Reading Historical

aru za t j 0

Commission

rear of the property. Modern suburban houses to the east, west
and south. Old stone well In front yard. I he southeast corner of the
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Date(month/day

Situated close to the road with woodlands at the

Setting -----------------------

Iyear)

17110/2001

_

BIDLDING FORM
ARCIDTECTURAL DESCRIPTION

0 see continuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
Situated close to Elm Street facing a semi-circular driveway, 67 Elm Street is an extremely plain example of
a late Georgian/Federal farm house that reportedly dates to 1787. Composed of a five-bay-by-one-bay
main block
with a two-bay-by-one-bay west ell, a small screened-in porch is nestled into the intersection of the main block and
west ell. Sheathed with vinyl siding, the main block's Elm Street facadeis plain and symmetrical. The main entrance
exhibits simple enframents. Simple Doric pilasters and a cornice-headed entablature flank the front door. These
elements are characterized by Georgian proportions. In general, windows are standard-size, contain 6/6 wood
sash and are fully enframed with raised surrounds. The west ell represents a later addition.

InSTORICAL NARRATIVE

181see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the rolets) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
Reportedly built around 1787 and extant by 1795,67 Elm Street is a key component in North Reading's exceptional
collection of eighteenth century farmsteads bordering the Ipswich River. 67 Elm Street provides a physical link with
the North Precinct of Reading during the Federal Period (1775-1830). Based on sketchy information, population
growth was slow during the Federal Period, with 500 in 1790 and perhaps 800 by 1830. In 1806, the completion of
the Andover and Medford Turnpike (Main Street/Route 28) through the western part of the town resulted in the
construction of several taverns along its length and resulted in closer socioeconomic ties to Boston and southern New
Hampshire. Subsistence farming remained the principal focus of the local economy while boot and shoe
manufacturing was coming into its own by c. 1820. During this period, all three mills on the Ipswich River were
operated by members of the Flint family. The present First Parish Church on the Common was built in 1827.
67 Elm Street appears on the 1795 Nickerson Map labeled "Ar. McIntire" and is indicated (unlabeled) on the
1830 Hales Map of the North Parish. North Reading's McIntires trace their origins to Phillip McIntire who
was one of a handful of families who lived in the North Parish as early as 1685.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

o see continuation

sheet

North Reading Maps/Atlases: 1795,1831,1857,1875,1889,1906;
Town of North Reading Street List, 1966
North Reading Directories (Wakefield): 1896-97;1905;1907;1911-12;
1919-20;1931-1932;1941
Valuation of Real and Personal Estates, Town of North Readin~: 1870;1890;1910;1920;1930
Eaton, Chester W., & Warren Eaton, eds. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary of the Ancient Town of N.R.
Le Page, Samuel M. A History of North Readin~, Tercentenary Ed., 1944; Interview with Patricia Romeo
MHC Reconnaissance Survev Report, North Readjne, 1981
~ Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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67 Elm Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
HISTOlUCAL

NARRATIVE

continued

According to Samuel L. Le Page, an early owner of 67 Elm Street was Archelaus McIntire, who "with his surname
shortened to Archuls was in the Northward Army that went to Ticonderoga in 1775." He was a soldier along with
Thomas Eaton, Deacon Amos Upton, Lt. John Dix, and Lt. Benjamin Flint.
On April 24,1799, McIntire sold Joseph Jeffreys sixty acres of land with the buildings for $1200. Le Page notes
that "the farm was on both sides of the road and must have been above average for the time for Mr. McIntire paid
more than the average in taxes." ,
By the mid-nineteenth century, the McIntire farm had passed to Joseph Jeffrey. In 1870, Samuel and David Jeffrey
lived in half of the old McIntire house while the other half was occupied by Silas Jeffreys. The Jeffreys also shared
ownership of a barn, shed and shop as well as well as five fields, three pastures, three wood lots and the "Old
Orchard." The barn (demolished) on the property represented an early example of adaptive reuse as it was originally
used as theI752 meeting house that was later moved to this house lot. According to local historical commission
member Patricia Romeo, this barn was dismantled about twenty years ago and moved to Connecticut where
it has been adapted for reuse as a private residence. Reportedly outlines of the meeting house's second floor
galleries were in evidence on the walls of the meeting houselbarn.
In any event, the Jeffreys' domain included both sides of Elm Street as three acres of River Pasture were owned by
Silas Jeffrey. The combined Jeffrey lands totaled 62 acres and were valued at nearly $3,000. The 1870
Valuation of the Real and Personal Property of North Reading also lists 48 acres of land that was part of the estate
of Joseph Jeffrey, including a field, a pasture, a meadow and a wood lot that may have been located in Middleton
nd pastures named Birch, McIntire, Spring and Orchard. By 1896, David Jeffrey is listed as a farmer on Elm
.reet with no mention of Silas or Samuel. By 1906, Austin P. Child owned this farmstead. In the 1910 Valuation
Austin P. Childs is listed as having a personal estate of $315 but no mention is made of buildings or land. After
Austin P. Childs' death c. 1925-1930, the property passed to his son Frederick A. Childs. By 1930, Frederick's
farm totaled 55 acres, encompassing a house valued at $1500, a barn valued at $550, as well as "other buildings"
with a value of $150. The following segments of the farm had not been evaluated including a barn lot, the Old
Orchard (3 1/2 acres); Hill Field (1 112 acres); a seven-acre "Back Field"; and 42 112 acres of woodlands. No Childs
are listed in post-1930 North Reading Directories.
Around the turn of the century, a charcoal pit was located on the old McIntire Farm. According to Edward
J. Leary, "it probably was the only one in North Reading." Maple and birch that had been "cut a year ahead
so it would be partly dry" was cut in three-foot lengths. This wood was then organized into a pile that "looked
like a very large upside down top." The wood was set on end and placed close together, leaving an opening in
the center for a fire. After the fire was started, the opening was filled with five to seven cords of wood per pile.
The entire pile was then covered with sod to keep the fire from breaking through. Following this method, it took
around ten days to burn this wood to charcoal. Tending the fire was an around the clock operation that involved
adding more sod as needed as well as keeping the fire under control. Evidently the youth of the town found
employment from time to time in charcoal production.
Writing in 1944, LePage noted that "recently the property has passed into the hands of Mr. Max Molin
who is one of our recent American citizens." By 1966,61 Elm Street was owned by Norma and Richard Worthen
Mr. Worthen was a manager.
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