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34 Elm Street
Leon G. Hayward

Historic Name

Private

Use: Present

Residence

Farm House

Original

c.1895

Date of Construction
Source

Farmstead

Local

Style/Form

Directories

to 1905

and 1906 Middlesex

County

Atlas

Anne I L-shaped

Italianate/Queen

Undeterminned

Architect/Builder
Exterior Material
Foundation
Wall

Granite

Asphalt

and red brick (rear).

shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary

Major Alterations

Structures

Shed

(with dates)

~orch added t~) the house's
ate (c. 1920s. ).

Moved

(front)

Clapboards

Roof

Condition

blocks

One- story enclosed
rear wall at an undetermined

Good
~------------------------------------

Dyes

~

no

Acreage _1_. _15_a_c_re_s
Situated

close to the road. To the east and south are

Setting ----------------------

the sprawling grounds of the Thomson Country Club. Across
n the street IS a c. mId nll1eteenth century Hayward farm house

--tit j 1 Elm Street.
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BUILDING FORM
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features.

~ see continuation sheet

Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Situated close to Elm Street, the land behind this house makes a gradual descent to the wetlands associated
with the Ipswich River, approximately one half mile to the south. The rear wall of this house is almost a
full story below the grade of Elm Street.
Architecturally, 34 Elm Street is an unusually late example of an Italianate farmstead. Popular from the 1840s
until the early 1880s, the Italianate vernacular style was rarely employed in house design after 1890. At 34
Elm Street, the encircling Queen Anne verandah is more of in keeping with the house's c. 1895-1905 date of
construction. Painted dark red with dark green louvered shutters at the windows, these colors are appropriate
for a house of this period and style. Clad with clapboards, this house rises two stories from a granite block
(front) and red brick (rear) basement to a steeply pitched, intersecting gable roof. Essentially L-shaped in form,
the east ell is integral to the house's original construction. Projecting from the eastern half of the rear wall is a low,
one-story, shed-roofed enclosed porch which is evidently a later addition. The walls of the enclosed porch are
pierced by banks of windows containing 111 wood sash. Access to this porch is provided by a multi-pane door
located near the porch's intersection with the east ell's rear wall. To the right of the rear porch's entrance is an iron
spiral stairway that leads to a back door at the first floor of the main block's rear wall. Projecting from the southern
end of the west wall is a small, one-story enclosed entry which provides access to the cellar. The walls of this entry
are constructed of brick and enclosed by a gable roof.
The Elm Street elevation is of interest for the proportions

of the two-bay-by-two-bay

main block and the more

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE
~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. In elude uses of the building, and the ro
owners/occupants played within the community.
Built around 1900, 34 Elm Street represents a late addition to eastern Elm Street's fine collection of antique
Farm houses. The majority of these farmsteads date from the mid-eighteenth to early nineteenth centuries.
This house has historical associations with the town's Hayward family, a clan whose roots in the North Parish
of Reading stretch back to 1723. Extant by 1906,34 Elm Street was the farmstead of Leon G. Hayward who
may have been the son of either Martin or George H. Hayward who lived on farms that were located across
the street (the George H. Hayward House survives at 41 Elm Street). More likely, he was the son of Martin,
because this house is included within the lists of Martin's holdings in the 1910 Valuation, despite the fact that
Leon is indicated as the owner on the 1906 Middlesex County Atlas. In 1910, Leon G. Hayward is listed as the
owner of four hen houses worth $50. Martin Hayward is listed as owning houses on Hayward A venue
(demolished) and Elm Street. The Elm Street property embraced nearly 25 acres and contained a house ($550);
barn ($300); and shed ($40). This may be the same shed that is located just to the east of the house. Hayward's
Elm Street tract was sub-divided into a 314-acre house lot ($150), five fields named Home, Jeffrey,
Barn, Birch, and Point which had a combined acreage and value of eleven acres and $535; as well as pastures
named New, Home, Hog and Sheep that had a combined acreage of fifteen acres and a combined value of ($675).
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Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked,
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Community: North Reading. MA
Property Name:

FonnNo:

34 Elm Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
ARcmTECTURAL

DESCRIPTION

continued

narrow one-bay-by-one-bay east ell. The main block stands with end gables facing north (Elm Street) and south.
Both the asphalt shingle-sheathed gables of the main block and east ell exhibit return eaves. Noteworthy for its intact
elements the encircling Queen Anne verandah exhibits turned posts, as well as slat-work railings and transoms. The
multi-panel front door appears to be original. To the right of the front door is a polygonal bay. In general, windows
are fully enframed and contain 2/2 wood sash.

mSTORICAL

NARRATIVE continued

By 1915, Leon G. Hayward is listed as a farm hand at "Elm Street near Hayward Avenue." By 1920, Leon
G. Hayward is listed as the owner of this house which was worth an estimated $2,900 (together with
its three-quarters of an acre lot). Atthat time, a hen house on the premises was worth $100. By the mid 1920s,
the Haywards no longer owned this property. By 1966, Phylis A. Woodmansee and Gerald A. Woodmansee,
clerk, are listed at this address.
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