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see continuation sheet

17 Elm Street provides a fine introduction to eastern Elm Street's collection of historic eighteenth and
early nineteenth century farmsteads. Located near the Middleton line in the old Lower End neighborhood of
North Reading, this house is situated at a distinctive bend in Elm Street. To the rear of this house, fields and wood
lands provide a fitting backdrop for a farm that had sustained Uptons and Haywards for over one hundred
years. 17 Elm Street is part of North Reading's small but choice collection of saltbox residences.
Measuring five-bays-by-three-bays,
17 Elm Street is a two-and-one-half story saltbox residence. In addition,
a two-story three-bay-by-one-bay
ell projects from the saltbox's west elevation. A second, one-story ell,
two-bay-by-one-bay
ell projects from the two-story ell's west gable. Projecting from the saltbox's facade
is a modern "breezeway" which extends to the west wall of a two-bay-by-one-bay
shed (former shop?).
All of this residence's components are clad with clapboards and possess asphalt shingle roof sheathing.
Rising from the center of the main block's roof ridge is a low, substantial brick chimney which is apparently
a modern replacement.
At the center of the saltbox's five-bay main facade is
The side lights, in turn, are flanked by Doric pilasters
entablature. These Greek Revival entrance enframents
house during the 1830s or 1840s. In general, windows
wood sash.

a batten door flanked by narrow, multi-pane side lights ..
which are surmounted by a molded, cornice-headed
were probably added in an effort to update the
are standard size, fully enframed and contain 6/6

Situated near the intersection of the main block and two-story west ell is a secondary entrance which is
set off by simple horizontal and vertical boards. The possibility remains that the one-story western-most
ell and the shed on the east side of the breezeway were among the three sheds mentioned in the 1870
Valuation. The shed on the east side of the house is of interest for its foundation which appears to be
field stone with a thick overlay of stucco.

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE
~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the
role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.
According to North Reading Assessor's records, 17 Elm Street dates to as early as 1740. However, local historian
Samuel lePage states that the house was built in 1781 by Benjamin Upton. Elm Street, together with
Park Street is the oldest east-west system of highways in the town. Dating to at least the late seventeenth century,
Elm Street for the most part follows the course of the Ipswich River. Historically, some of the oldest and most
extensive farms were located on the levelland that extended northward from the Ipswich River, across Elm Street
towards the ponds in the central portion of the town. Along with the river's moderately meandering course,
associated meadows, woods and wetlands constitute one of the most beautiful sections of the town and undoubtedly
ranks among the most pleasing riverine corridors in Middlesex County.
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Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form .
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Form No:

17 Elm Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Situated near the intersection of the main block and two-story west ell is a secondary entrance which is set off by
simple horizontal and vertical boards. The possibility remains that the one-story western-most ell and the shed on the
east side of the breezeway were among the three sheds mentioned in the 1870 Valuation. The shed on the east side
of the house is of interest for its foundation which appears to be field stone with a thick overlay of stucco. Across
the street from this house is a barn which apparently was associated with this farm and presently stands in nearruinous condition.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued
The Hayward name lives on in Hayward Avenue which is located less than half a mile to the west on the north
side of Elm Street. By 1870, Sylvester Hayward's widow had inherited just over 180 acres worth an estimated
$6,355. Extant on the premises were the present house valued at $950 as well as a barn ($350) and three sheds
($50). The Hayward farm was subdivided into four fields covering nearly thirty acres. Called Front, Back, River
and East, these fields were worth an estimated $960. The Hayward holdings included no fewer than one hundred
and thirty acres of wood lots with an assessed value of over $3,000. In addition the Hayward farm encompassed
nine acres of pasture ($210), a three acre orchard ($80) and five acres of Cedar Swamp ($350).
By 1890, Mrs. Hayward's domain had been reduced from 180 acres to 140 acres and was worth an estimated
$4,450. In addition to the current house valued at $1,000, there was a barn ($500); three sheds ($150) and a hen
.iouse ($15). The Hayward farm was divided into three fields called Front, Back and River ($1,000-+1 as well as
the seven-acre East Pasture ($220); three-and-one-half acre Orchard ( $150); six-acre Meadow ($180), 90-acre
Home Wood lot ($720) and the eight-acre Ox Pasture/Wood lot ($400).
By c. 1900, the old Upton-Hayward farm had passed to Miss Harriet M. Jackson (early 1900s) and
Miller and Wheelock (?) by 1905. By 1910, the property was owned by the estate of Charles W.
Hilton. At that time, the farm encompassed 125 acres and was worth an estimated $4,120 .

INVENTORY

FORM CONTINUATION

SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, Boston

Conununity:

Form No:

North Reading
Name: 17 Elm Street

Indicate each item on inventory form, which is being continued below.
Historical

Narrative

As late as 1920,17 Elm Street may have been operated as a farm by Charles and Lynn Hilton's son
Walter C. Hilton. Presiding over a 125-acre domain, Hilton's house and farm land covered 24 1/4 acres
while farm buildings were extant on an additional 101 1/4 acres. The value of Hilton's holdings in
1920 was $7,050.
Between 1920 and 1930, either Hilton or Raymond L. Turner enlarged the size of the farm by the addition
of 15 acres. In 1930, Turner's 140-acre farm encompassed a house ($2,250); a barn ($700), a camp ($200);
and other buildings ($150). The property was subdivided into farm land, an orchard, a field, pastures and
wood lands.
Later owners included Margaret C. Scott Alden and Richard F. Alden (1950s) and Patricia H. Griswold and
Professor Kenneth G. Griswold (1960s) .
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Statement of Significance by Edward W. Gordon Preservation
Consultant
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here
The Upton-Hayward Farm includes important and intact resources that represent the social, and economic
development of North Reading's agricultural history. Situated near North Reading's boundary with Middleton,
17 Elm Street provides a fine introduction to the old Lower End/ eastern Elm Street's collection of
Colonial and Federal period farm houses. The property includes a c. 1781 saltbox enlarged by later ell additions
and stylistically updated by the c. 1840s installation of Greek Revival entrance surrounds. This property
also encompasses a mid nineteenth century shed or shop and a barn to the east of the house. Across the street
an ancient barn stands in near-ruinous condition. This house has a history of a working farm whose soil was tilled by
Uptons and Haywards. Both families traced their roots in the North Parish of Reading back to the 1680s and 1720s,
respectivel y.
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