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escribe architectural features, Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms Of other buildings with ill the community.

97 Chestnut Street's form ranks among the most distinctive of all North Reading's historic residential properties
by virtue of its interesting form. Representing
an unusual marriage of saltbox form to a towered Queen Anne
structural component,
this house rises from a high ridge overlooking
Chestnut Street and the Harmony Vale
Cemetery. A fairly extensive one-and-one-half
story ell projects from the rear wall of the saltbox. Both the salt
box and the ell are clad with clapboards.
The c. early 1900s towered segment is clad with clapboards and wood. Also
located on the premises are a c. mid-to-late nineteenth century barn and a c. 1920s "bunk house."
The construction
date of this house's saltbox component has not been determined.
An inspection of the interior
as well as deed work beyond the scope of this project might reveal that the saltbox component
dates to as early as
the first quarter of the eighteenth century. Measuring five-bays-by-two-bays,
the two-and-one-half
story saltbox
rises from a field stone foundation.
The main facade overlooks a fieldstone wall-enclosed
terrace. Sheltering the
center entrance is an open porch whose gable roof is supported by field stone piers. The front door exhibits simple
vertical and horizontal surrounds. At the entrance bay's second story is a large multi-pane window that replaced
a standard-size
window at an undetermined
date. Representing
another alteration to the original fenestration
is the
tripartite window at the west wall. In general, however, windows contain 6/6 wood sash. Rising from the center of
the saltbox's roof ridge is a substantial,
srucco-parged
chimney. The proportions
of the saltbox and substantial
chimney point to a pre-1750 construction
date.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

18I

see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history.
owners/occupants played within the community,

Include uses of the building, and the rolets) the

97 Chestnut Street has significant local historical associations
with North Reading's Whittredge family
which owned this old saltbox from at least the late eighteenth century until as late as the 1890s. During the
rly 1800s, William Whittredge was one of the founders of the North Parish or Precinct's Baptist Society.
idently, he is the same William Whittredge
who married Hannah Flint on January 1, 1795 and set up
housekeeping
at 97 Chestnut Street. Around 1800, a group of neighbors purchased from Whittredge
a tract of land that became known as Harmony Vale Cemetery. He also allowed the construction
of a
"little red school house on his property."
was apparently an outspoken individual who "became a problem to the First Parish Church."
After he left the Congregational
Church, "a committee was appointed to labor with him and seek his return
to the fold." Whittredge ignored the committee's
overtures and was excommunicated
from the church.
Whittredge subsequently
revealed that he was a member of the fledgling Baptist movement that was beginning
to take root in North Reading. During the fall and winter of 1816 and 1817, Whitredge permitted Baptist worship
services to be held in the small school house on his property. The nascent Baptist movement that satisfied
Whittredge
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

I

Projecting from the south east comer of the salt box is a square, Queen Anne tower whose first story is
constructed of field stone. The tower's second floor exhibits a wood shingle-clad apron and clapboard sheathing.
Both the salt box and the tower's pyramidal roof are protected from the elements by asphalt shingle roofing
materials.The tower roof's finial is composed of an undetermined material.
To the east of the house is a substantial, two-and-one-half story gable roof barn. This barn exemplifys the
gable-front type described in Thomas Durant Visser's Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings
(1997). According to Visser, the gable front barn "coincided with the change to the popular gable-fronted
orientation for religious and domestic architecture. New England farmers enthusiastically adopted new gablefront designs for their barns by the 1830s." Visser observes that "the gable front offers many practical advantages.
Roofs drain off to the side, rather than flooding the dooryard. With the main drive floor running parallel to the ridge,
the size of the barn could be increased to accomodate larger herds by adding additional bays to the rear gable end."
Edged with narrow comer boards and enclosed by an asphalt shingle sheathed gable roof with return eaves,
number 97's gable-front barn's sheathing is of interest. Here, the first story is clad with vertical boards while
the upper story- and-a -half is covered with horizontal clapboards. Measuring three-bays-by-three-bays,
the
barn's west end wall gable exhibits a wide entrance which is sheltered by a shallow shed roof. To the left of
the wide double doors is a narrow recessed entrance set off by simple vertical and horizontal surrounds.
At the center of the west gable's second story is a hay loft door flanked by standard size windows which are
fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash.The four-bay first story of the Chestnut Street elevation is pierced
by small square single and double windows characterized by fixed six-pane lights. After c.1840, barns
were being more frequently built with windows. According to Visser, " by the mid-nineteenth century the health
benefits of lights for their herds and flocks also were being recognized." Visser observes that" the location
of the cow or horse stables in a barn can often be observed by a row of small windows spaced four to six
feet apart. These four-or-six pane windows are often fixed, although in some barns they are hinged or installed
so that the sash can be slid open horizontally to provide ventilation."

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET
Iassachusetts Historical Commission
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, Boston

Community:

Form No:

North Reading
Name: 91 and 97 Chestnut Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
Architectural

Description

By the mid nineteenth century "tight barns" that were less open to the elements were being built in great numbers
across New England and America. The problem with tight barns built over manure cellars was the lack of ventillation.
Without a ventilator there was no way to effect moisture evaporation associated with the breath of cattle and the vapor
arrising from the manure. The barn doors could be swung open but then the reduced temperature within caused an increase
in the cattle's food requirement and a reduction in the flow of milk. Cupola's with louvered openings ventilated barns and
overtime, these features became increasingly ornate". Visser includes a quote from a 1928 farmers' publication that
describes the benefits of cupolas: "The object of the cupola is to protect the opening of the flue from the elements, keep
out birds, prevent back drafts, and assist in drawing the foul air from the barn."
To the southeast of the barn is a small, L-shaped, one-story building described by the present owner as a former
'bunk house". This may be the "pavilion" dating to the 1920s that local historical commission member Patricia
Romeo mentioned in an interv iew regarding the picnic grovel recreation area that was located on these grounds
during the second quarter of the twentieth century.
The west gable exhibits standard size, double hung 6/6 wood sash windows on either side of the second floor
hay loft door. In addition standard size windows containing 6/6 wood sash illuminate the attic. According
to Visser" double-hung windows also have been popular for barns since the mid-nineteenth century. Typically
with six-over-six sash, these windows were used for haylofts and occasionally stables. Sometimes older sash
salvaged from a house renovation project would be used on farm buildings. At the center of the roof gable is a
tall weather vane-surmounted cupola exhibiting louvered openings on all four sides.
Historical

Description

Whittredge's spiritual yearnings needs to be considered within the context of "The Great Schism" -- a term used to
define the growing rift ill the Congregational church between traditionalists or Trinitarians and "break away"
members who founded Baptist and more typically Unitarian churches during the late eighteenth and first
quarter of the nineteenth centuries.
In any event, William Whittredge soon became embroiled in a controversy with the town fathers over the use
of the school house for Baptist services. The services were being conducted by visiting preachers such as Thomas
Paul, the distinguished black minister of Beacon Hill's African Meeting House as well as several theology students.
"Drinking boors" and "fellows of the baser sort" terrorized the Baptists' at several schoolhouse meetings.
These trouble makers sat among the faithful drinking their rum and heckling the preacher. Indeed, a poem written
by mid-twentieth century Baptist Society member E. Ethel Little refers to the "eggs and brickbats" that were thrown
at the fledgling congregation through the windows of the school house. The situation reached the boiling point
when at one meeting, "officers were at hand who arrested the trouble makers." The offenders spent the night
under the watchful eye of the constable and were brought to court the next morning. According to the Rev. Earton P.
Roberstson, "the parish magistrate, a violenopposer of the Baptists, released them without a warning or a charge."
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According to the magistrate, "a school house is made to keep school in and not for preaching." The magistrate's
actions hardened the resolve of the town fathers who wished to put a stop to the Baptists' school house meetings on
Whittredge's property. A district meeting was called on February 3, 1817 and it was "voted to choose a committee
to confer with William Whittredge." Votes were subsequently passed by North Parish residents and "said vote
passed in the negative unanimously." The final nails in the coffin of school house worship came with the vote to
move the school house onto Co1. Daniel Flint's land as well as the vote to pay any legal expenses associated with
a possible challenge by Whittredge to prevent the removal of the school house. According to Rev. Robertson,
"thus the building was moved from Baptist to 'orthodox' soil. The doors were closed to Baptist gatherings."
An interesting footnote to the "school house struggles" was the fact that one of the "drinking boors," a young
Englishman named William Bowen, converted to the Baptist faith, became active in the local religious society and
was one of the delegates from the North Parish of Reading at the Boston Baptist Association conventions
of 1819 and 1820.
Prior to the school house's removal from Whittredge land, it had been called the South Ward School and
the Neck School after its neighborhood which was part of Sadler's Neck. Located between Bear Meadow and the
Ipswich River, this 200-acre area was named after Richard Sadler who had considerable land holdings in the area.
during the seventeenth century. After the school was moved onto Col. Flint's land (Haverhill, comer of Chestnut Street'
it was called the Franklin School and was later adapted for reuse as part of a private residence at 85 Haverhill Street.
After the school house controversy, North Reading's Baptists formally organized on April 16, 1817 and eleven years
later, the first Baptist Church building in the town was constructed on Park Street. Whittredge and his wife, Hannah Flint
Whittredge (married in 1795) continued to work their farm.
Prior to the Civil War, the Whittredges were involved in the Abolitionist Movement. According to local historical
commission member Patricia Romeo, "the Whittredges were rebels who swam against the tide." Just as they aided the
nascent Baptist Society in the North Parish of Reading during the 1810s and 1820s, the Whittredges were advocates for
ending African American slavery. According to family lore, Abraham Lincoln was hidden from an unruly mob in a
Whittredge farm wagon after delivering a speech in Lowell during the presidential campaign of 1860. Lowell textile
manufacturers depended on raw cotton imported from the American South to create their products. To many, Lincoln
embodied the inevitability of a war that would disrupt business as usual, despite the righteousness of the cause
to eradicate "the evil institution."
The 1857 map of Middlesex County indicates that 97 Chestnut Street, together with a cabinetmaking shop belonged
to William A. Whittrcdge. By 1870, this Chestnut Street property was owned by George C. Whittredge. In 1870, the
Whittredge's thirty-eight acre farm was valued at $1805. At that time the saltbox component of the present 97 Chestnut
Street was valued at $500 while the barn was worth an estimated $200. The Whittredge farm also included a "Home field,"
pasture and wood lot. By 1875, a second cabinetmaking shop had been added to Whittredge's property.
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George C. Whittemore's cabinetmaking shops may have been the only concerns of their kind in the town after the Civil
War. By 1890, Mary A. Whittredge, widow of George C. Whittredge, "shoe stitcher" owned this property. Judging
by this directory reference, Whittredge joined the ranks of the town's shoemakers during the 1880s when this once
thriving industry was nearing its demise. During the mid nineteenth century, shoe making was the predominant cottage
industry in North Reading. Judging by the sheer number of shoe shops scattered about the town, it is evident that
shoemaking was a significant aspect of the local economy. Flourishing between 1820 and 1860, shoemaking in North
Reading and across New England was disrupted by the Civil War resulting in the loss of southern markets. In addition,
advances in shoemaking technology in the form of labor-saving machinery encouraged the ascendancy of
shoemaking factories that operated on a scale much larger than that of small cottage industries. Mary A. Whittredge
inherited a farm that had been reduced from thirty-eight to twenty-four acres. By that time, the house was worth an
estimated $550 while the farm was valued at $225. Mention is made of a shop lot (without a shop) valued at $50 while
the fifteen-acre Home field and the eight-acre wood lot were worth an estimated $675 and $120, respectively. Mary

.Whittredge lived here with family members and possibly boardersncluding : Arthur E.Whittredge, Ernest C.
-vhittredge, "planer," William Walker and Warren M. Whitehouse. These men each paid two dollars to the tax
collector while Mary shouldered the burden of twenty-one dollars and eighty seven cents in taxes. Along with the men
of the household, two other women besides Mary lived here in 1896-1897: Miss Blanche Whittredge, clerk and Miss
Henrietta F. Whittredge, "house keeper. Also living here in 1896-1897 was Joseph A. Whittredge, farmer. By that time,
agriculture had reasserted itself as the overriding business in the town, with local market garden farms supplying apples,
cucumbers, asparagus and strawberries to Boston markets.
Listed as one of the occupants of this house in 1890, Charles M. Walker is listed as its owner in 1906, despite the fact that
Mary A. Whittredge lived until May 6, 1914. She seems to have spent her last years with relatives at Mt. Vernon and
Haverhill Streets, while her daughter (?) Henrietta F. Whittredge is listed as a resident of the town's poor farm on Park
Street. The possibility remains that an inability to care for Henrietta's possible physical or mental illness, rather than
poverty, may have resulted in her placement at the Town Farm. Charles Walker continued to farm the venerable
Whittredge tract until at least the mid 1920s. Evidently, it was Walker who added the Queen Anne tower to the old
salt box during the early 1900s.
Charles Walker is listed as a farmer in 1905. In 1910, Walker's domain encompassed a house and barn worth an
estimated $1,050 and $700, respectively along with hen houses ($50), a fifteen acre Home Field ($800) as well as
eight acres of wood land ($150). By 1915, Walker evidently divided his time between residences in North
Reading and Charlestown, MA.
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The Whirtredge- Walker Farm includes important and intact resources that represent the social, and
economic development of North Reading's agricultural history. The farm house represents an unusual
marriage of a possibly pre-1750 saltbox with a towered Queen Anne structural component added
around 1900. The barn is a gwell-preserved example of a mid nineteenth century gable-front type. This
house has significant local historical associations with the Whittredge family of farmers, early
Baptists and abolitionists. During the first half of the twentieth century Charles Walker operated
a public picnic grove as well as a farm on the premises ..

