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BUILDING FORM
CHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
c.escribe architectural features.

~ see continuation sheet

Evaluate the characteristics

of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Located just to the east of the distinctive bend in Chestnut Street, at its intersection with Flint Street,
46 Chestnut Street retains to a great degree its original rural setting. The house is separated from the
substantial barn by a split-rail fence-enclosed
pasture. Hedges provide a buffer between house and street
while a wooded area at the rear of the property heightens the rustic quality of the property.
Architecturally,
46 Chestnut Street is a modest example of a Greek Revivailltalianate
vernacular farm
house. While the main facades of most farmsteads built before 1900 are oriented towards the south,
46 Chestnut Street faces east. The house is composed of a one-and-one-half
story, three-bay-by-two-bay
main block. Projecting from the rear wall of the house are two ells: the one and one-half story ell contiguous
with the main block measures two-bays-by-two-bays
while the one-story southern ell measures
three-bays-by-two-bays.
All three components are sheathed with vinyl siding are enclosed by asphalt
shingle-covered
gable roofs. Striking an Italianate note, the east and west end gables exhibit return eaves.
The main entrance is nestled at the intersection of the main block and middle ell. The entrance is simply
enframed by wide boards. The entrance opens on to a porch with square posts and turned balusters.
In general, windows are simply enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. The street elevation is of interest
because of the relatively ample wall plane between three windows and the roof eaves. Pairs of standard
size windows illuminate the attic.

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE

~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
It between the 1850s and 1870,46 Chestnut Street provides a physical link with the town's early
,...rustrial period (1830-1875).
During this period, shoemaking and farming were the principal industries.
According to the Eatons, "by 1850 there was a shop attached or placed by the side of nearly every
dwelling house in the precinct." The shoe industry was disrupted by the Civil War and the loss of
southern markets. Farming remained profitable during this period and some cabinet making was
conducted in the town. Population had been on the rise until the eve of the Civil War. In 1860,
North Reading reached a peak population of 1,203--a figure that was not reached again until 1915.
46 Chestnut Street does not appear on either the 1795 or 1830 maps of Reading. The 1857 Walling Map
of Middlesex County shows a building labeled N. Bently on or near this house's site but it is not clear if
this is the same building. The 1875 Middlesex County Atlas indicates that 46 Chestnut Street was extant and
owned by an A. Flint. Flints had settled in North Reading as early as the late seventeenth century.
Several farm houses in the southeastern
part of the town had been owned by Flints during the nineteenth
century and probably earlier--indeed,
the Flint name lives on in Flint Street which intersects with Chestnut
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Name: 46 Chestnut Street

Indicate each item on inventory form, which is being continued below.
Architectural

Description

Set back facing ample, wooden fence-enclosed field with woodlands at the rear, a mid-to-late nineteenth century
barn survives to the east of the farm house numbered 46 Chestnut Street. This outbuilding encompasses two
components including: an unusually large rectangular three-bay-by-three
gable-roofed barn and a one-story, onebay-by one-bay shed-roofed ell. Rising the equivalent of two-and-one-half stories from a field stone foundation to
an asphalt-shingle sheathed gable roof, the barn's Chestnut Street elevation is dominated by tall and wide double doors
which rise to a height of two stories. To the right of the barn doors is a small square fully enframed window.
Identical windows are in evidence at the west elevation of this structure. Standard-size windows illuminate the barn's attic.
A secondary entrance is in evidence at the narrow west elevation of the shed-roofed ell. At the ell's Chestnut Street
elevation, a small square window is set high on the wall plane near the northeast corner.
Historical

Narrative

Street, just to the west of this house. According to the 1870 Valuation of Real and Personal Estates in Nooh
Readin~, an Anna Flint of Chestnut Street is listed as the owner of a tract that contained just over thirty-seven
acres. Situated on this property was the farm house and barn valued at $600 and $50, respectively. At that time,
this tract was subdivided into a house lot containing only one-sixteenth-of-an-acre
($20); a five-acre Front
Field, one-and-one-half acres of Bare Meadow ($30); twenty-three-and-one-half
acres of Pasture and Wood Lot
as well as seven acres of Cedar Swamp. By 1890 a Mrs. A. A. Flint occupied this house which was assessed
at $300 while the barn was worth an estimated $125. The one acre house lot and one acre Vinal lot were worth
$100 and $60, respectively. The total valuation of this property in 1890 was $585. By that time, the land
associated with this house had been reduced from thirty-seven acres to two acres.
Both the 1875 and 1889 Middlesex County Atlases show a shop opposite the intersection of Chestnut and
Flint Streets, just to the west of this house. The possibility remains that the Flints of 46 Chestnut Street
owned and operated this shop. By 1906, Alvin A. Flint, shoemaker, occupied 46 Chestnut Street. That
the North Reading section of the 1906 Wakefield Directory identifies Flint as a shoemaker is significant because
it documents the fact that shoemaking in North Reading continued long after this industry had passed from the scene
in other communities. In 1910, Alvin A. Flint's two-acre Chestnut Street property encompassed a house and barn
worth an estimated $350 and $115, respectively. No Flints are listed in post-1915 Directories.
By 1966, dye maker Robert A. Leon and his wife, Dora D. Leon lived here.
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Statement of Significance by_Edward W. Gordon Preservation
Consultant .,.--,-The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Anna Flint farmstead includes important and intact resources that represent the social, and economic
development of North Reading's agricultural history. Despite alteration to its fabric, this mid nineteenth
century frame vernacular residence retains integrity of siting, form and elements. The barn on the premises
is an intact example of a mid-to-late nineteenth century eaves-front bank barn.

