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ARCI IITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

[XJ

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.
The Upton/Chestnut
Street area is located in the wooded highlands adjacent to the Sadler's Brook/Chestnut
Village
area. The primary focus of this rectangular
area is the cui de sac called Upton Avenue which extends westward
from Chestnut Street, just to the north of Chestnut Street's intersection
with Cedar and New Streets. To the
northeast of the area are the Chestnut/Central
Street crossroads.
Located within the south central section of
North Reading known historically
as Sadler's Neck, the Upton /Chestnut Area is contiguous
with the Sadler's Neck
/Chestnut Village area (See t-.1HC Area Form
).The Upton Chestnut area is located between the wetlands of
the Great or Bear (a.k.a Bare) Swamp and the conservation
wetlands bordering the southern shores of the Ipswich
River.
Architecturally,
this area encompasses
solid,
Anne and Craftsman style residences
which
Upton Avenue and Chestnut Street. Set back
and granite block borders woodlands
are in

well crafted vernacular examples of the Georgian, Federal, Queen
are ranged around a T-shaped configuration
of streets formed by
from the street facing front lawns edged by low field stone walls
evidence behind the houses on both sides of Uton Avenue.

Situated close to the street opposite the entrance to Upton Avenue, 135 Chestnut
Street (Fig.I) was probably
built during the late eighteenth century and was extant by 1795. Together with its separate barnlsheds
this house
forms a linear configuration
of clapboard-clad
structural components
that are ranged along Chestnut Street.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [Xl see continuation sheet
Explain historical development o;the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the
community,
Upton/Chestnut
Area represents a concentration
of historic houses associated primarily
with Amos Upton Jr. and
his descendants.
Although the residence at 12 Upton Avenue (Fig. 4) was reportedly built as early as 1702 for
Francis Nurse or Nours, this area's interest lies in its significant local historical associations
with North Reading's
enterprising
Uptons, a family of fanners, slaughterhouse
operators, wood and coal dealers, real estate speculators,
etc. This area is essentially
an Upton family compound that evolved between the mid eighteenth
and mid twentieth
centuries, along a former private drive way now a cul-de-sac called Upton Avenue. Although this area is located
within the Sadler's Neck section of North Reading and is contiguous with the Sadler's Neck/Chestnut
Village area
to the southeast, it deserves [0 be considered
on its own architectural
and historical merits as a place apart that
chronicles the progress of a single family over a period of two hundred years.
The Eatons in their 1896 250th anniversary
history of Reading describe the Up tons as the first family to settle in
North Reading. The mother town of Reading was settled as early as 1639 and was originally
part of Lynn. Reading,
with an area of four square miles, was incorporated
in 1643-1644.
In 1651-1652 two addtional
square miles
were added to Reading, representing
the present town of North Reading.
As early as 1675, if not before, John Upton settled in the eastern section of the town. In 1677 John Upton was
granted the right to construct a saw mill on the Ipswich River. By 1685, the Uptons, along with Mc Intires, Flints,
Burts, Phelpses, Hamdens and Hutchinsons
were engaged in agrarian pursuits within the North Parish of Reading.
The Georgian vernacular
residence at 12 Upton A venue (Fig. 4) was reportedly
begun as early as 1702 by
Francis Nourse or Nurse but it is more likely that the house was built for Joseph Frye during the 1750s (see below).
The Nourse family first settled in Salem during the mid seventeenth
century and among their members was Rebecca
Nurse, a victim of the Salem Witchcraft Trials of the early 1690s.
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Architectural

Description

135 Chestnut Street (Fig. 1) is composed of a two-story, five-bay-by two-bay main block and two one-story side ells.
The north ell measures three-bays-by a single bay while the south ell measures four-bays -by-a single-bay. A narrow
opening is located between the south ell and an outbuilding which is composed of two contiguous structural
components, including: a four-bay-by-four component which may have originally served as a shoe shop and
a barn. Both the house and outbuilding are clad with weathered clapboards. With the exception of the main block
whose roof configuration is that of a saltbox, the ells and out building are enclosed by asphalt shingle-sheathed
gable roofs.
The form of the main block is that of a saltbox, exhibiting two full stories in the front and only one full story in the
back. It has a peaked roof with an elongated roof slope, and the roof ridge is closer to the front of the house than to
the back. According to Stanley Schuler in Saltboxes and Capes (1988), the saltbox traces its origins back to the
catslide roofs of fourteenth century England, appearing in eastern New England as early as the 1650s, falling out
of favor after the Revolution. This house's construction date is difficult to determine without examining interior
structural timbers. Its' lean-to may have been integral to its construction or may have been acquired at a later date.
The Sadler's Neck section of North Reading, between Bear Mcadow and the Ipswich River is a very early focus of
<-ttlement within the town.
_.,e possibility remains that it was built as early as the mid eighteenth century. The house rests on a granite block
foundation. Entrance surrounds nod to classical design and may have been added during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century. The front door is flanked by three-pane side lights with solid lower panels. The side lights, in turn
are set off by vertical boards and are surmounted by a molded entablature which culminates in a cornice and shallow,
modified hip roof. In general, windows are standard size, fully enframed and contain 2/2 wood sash. The original
location of the chimney has evidently been moved from the center of the roof ridge. Currently, a low brick
chimney rises from the northern end of the roof ridge.
The north ell exhibits a secondary entrance which is nestled into its intersection with the main block. Small, square
windows appear at the north ell's second story. Containing six panes these windows are fully and simply enframed.
Rising from the north ell's roof ridge is a corbelled, off-center brick chimney that probably dates to the mid
nineteenth century.
The outbuilding to the south of the main house is composed of an English barn which measures the equivalent of
three-bays-by-two-bays
and a north ell which may have been built as the shoe shop mentioned in late nineteenth
century valuations of the property. The barn's main facade is dominated by tall and wide double doors composed of
vertical boards. To the left of the barn doors is a small, square six pane window set low on the wall-a window that is
similar in appearance to those of the north ell. Projecting from the north gable of the barn is a long, low shoe shop (?)
whose entrance is located at the southern end of its main elevation. To the left of the entrance are standard size
windows containing 2/2 wood sash.
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Architectural Description
Across Chestnut Street to the west, 138 Chestnut Street (Fig. 2) is an extremely plain clapboard-clad residence that is
difficult to categorize stylistically. In many respects this is a type of modest, astylistic vernacular cottage built between
the 1820s and the Civil War; that is widely scattered about the town and in most cases originally presided over farms of
modest size (i.e. 151 Elm Street, 83 Park Street, and 3 Cedar Street and 7 Upton Avenue) . In the case of number 138,
this house was part of a large estate, built as a satellite for members of a family related to those who lived in the clan's
larger and much older farmstead at 11 Upton Avenue. Built betw~eI1_1831 and 1855, anchoring the northwest corner
of Upton and Chestnut streets and situated behind a low rubble stone retaining wall, this modest, cottage scale dwelling
is composed of a five-bay-by-two-bay
main block and a two-bay-two-bay side (south) ell. Both structural components
rise a single story from a stone foundation to a gable roof. Projecting from the main facade is an enclosed entrance
porch enclosed by a modified hip roof. The front door exhibits simple narrow wooden surrounds. In general windows
are fully enframed, contain 6/6 wood sash and are set off by louvered shutters. The block's Chestnut Street elevation
exhibits a pair of small, shed-roofed dormers while a wall dormer is in evidence at the side ell. The arched attic
windows refers to the Federal style.
Next door to the west is another modest, cottage- scale dwelling said to have been built by Uptons during the
1820s, but canographic evidence suggests a construction date of c. 1830 to 1850. Clad with clapboards and
crisply accented by narrow corner boards, 7 Upton A venue's (Fig. 3) main block measures five-bays by two-bays.
Rising a single story from a granite block basement to an asphalt shingle sheathed gable roof, a small, one-story
shed-roofed ell with an open porch projects from the east wall. In 1992, a more substantial, gable roofed ell was
added to the west wall of the main block. Three wooden steps provide access to the projecting and enclosed center
entrance. The entrance porch is enclosed by a pedimented gable roof which acknowledges the Greek Revival style.
The front door and the windows are enframed by simple wooden elements. Windows contain 111 replacement sash.
A pair of shed roofed dormers with shed roofs and small square windows similar to those of 135 Chestnut Street.
Continuing westward along the north side of Upton Avenue, past the modern suburban residence at 9 Upton A venue
is the early-to mid eizhteenth century homestead and nineteenth century out buildings associated with the Amos
Upton Jr. family at 12 Upton A venue (Fig. 4) and 11 Upton Avenue (Fig. 5). These buildings are ranged around
a circular driveway at the head of this cul-de-sac. On the south side of this driveway is the Frye-Upton House at
12 Upton A venue. This house may encompass a structural component that dates to the early eighteenth century.
This house is characterized by a Georgian main block with non-integral side and front ells.
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Architectural Description
Overlooking an extensive lawn, the main block's principal facade faces south. Resting on a field stone foundation,
both main block and side ells are two stories in height and are enclosed by gable roofs. The first story of the east
ell is pierced by banks of three and four windows at its south and east facades. The west ell's Upton avenue facade
exhibits small square second floor windows. Rising from eastern end of the west ell's roof ridge is a tall and narrow
corbelled chimney.
Projecting from the center of the main facade is an enclosed, hip-roofed entrance porch. The front door is flanked by
narrow side lights and Doric pilasters. The pilasters support a molded entablature which is sheltered by the eaves of the
porch's modified hip roof. All of the windows are standard size, contain 12112 wood sash and are set off by louvered
shutters. The main block's rear wall exhibits a full length, one-story addition whose modified hip roof is carried
westward over the west ell's porch. The rear entrance is marked by an open Colonial Revival porch exhibiting a
gable roof with returns supported by Tuscan columns. The Upton Avenue entrance exhibits multi-pane side lights.
Rising from the center of the main block's roof ridge is a substantial brick chimney. Undoubtedly, interior rooms
are arranged around this center chimney to make the most of this heating source.
Of the two remaining structures on the property, one of these was built during the mid nineteenth century as
"lanson Augustine Upton's slaughter house (Fig. 6). Just to the west of 12 Upton Avenue is a long rectangular
icrure that appears to have been built as a stable for quartering the animals slated for Upton's slaughter house.
,.0W modified for the purposes of an office and garage, this building consists of a four-bay horse barn (?) flanked
by one-and-one-half story clapboard clad structural components at either end. Rising from a field stone basement to
a gable roof with return eaves, the eastern, garage component measures two-bays -by-the equivalent of two-bays. Its
main facade's wide garage doors are surmounted by a large Palladian window which illuminates an office added
long after the building's use as a farm building.
Across the circular driveway from 12 Upton Avenue, the building numbered 11 Upton A venue originally served as
Upton's slaughter house. According to local historical commission member Patricia Romeo, Upton's slaughter
house was moved six years ago from its original site, a little to the southwest of its present location. Now a private
residence, this long rectangular building measures the equivalent of five or six bays by three-bay. Particularly
noteworthy is its saltbox profile, small and extremely narrow second story windows as well as the small square
cupola which rises from the center of the roof ridge. Just to the west of the belvedere is a substantial, corbelled
chimney which may well have been built for the purposes of Upton's animal rendering operation. This building
is attached by a breezeway to a large two-car garage and shed component. Rising from the south wall of the
attached shed is a tall, corbelled brick chimney which was built within the past ten years.
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Architectural Description
Next door to the east of 11 Upton Avenue is the town's most full-blown example of the Queen Anne style. Built
c. 1906-1910,10
Upton Avenue (Fig. 7) is characterized by a compact, rectangular form. Measuring two-baysby-three-bays, this house stands with its north end gable facing Upton A venue. Rising two-stories from a granite
block foundation to an asphalt-shingle sheathed gable roof, a narrow brick chimney rises from the center of the
roof's ridge. The main facade's salient features include an encircling verandah enlivened with turned posts and
railing balusters as well as a spool work transom. To the right of the front door is a small square window set high
on the wall. To the left of the entrance is a two-story polygonal baythat rises through the porch roof to shelter
provided by the deep overhang of the pedimented attic. A similar two-story polygonal bay is in evidence at the
east facade. Set back near its southeast corner, this side bay is enclosed by a low pyramid roof with extends from
the gable's east slope. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 111 wood sash. Double windows
illuminated the attic.
To the east of 10 Upton avenue are two modern suburban houses at 6 and 4 Upton Avenue, followed by a
Craftsman IColonial Revival saltbox at 2 Upton Avenue (Fig. 8). Set back behind a low field stone wall in a
wooded area, this house measures five-bays-by-two-bays.
The origins of this rustic, wood shingle clad residence
are unclear. Said to date to 1890, atlas evidence suggests it was extant by 1906 and may have been built as one of
the Upton's farm buildings. Rising two stories from a high rubble stone basement to a saltbox roof configuration,
the main entrance is located at the west gable. At the center of the Upton A venue facade is a broad, one-story
gable-roofed ell which exhibits a tall and wide bank of multi-pane windows. In general, windows are fully enframed
and contain 6/6 wood sash.
According to Samuel M. Le Page, 12 Upton Avenue's land was part of a larger tract that passed from the widow
Nours, "the last of that family of Nourses who had bought land on Sadler's Neck," to Joseph Frye in 1750.
Newly arrived in the North Parish during the 1740s, Mr. Frye, by all accounts was a self-educated man who was
recognized as a talented draftsman by the selectmen and was subsequently commissioned to make a plan of the
town. By c. 1750, Mr. Frye "was the largest rate payer in the parish." Samuel M. Le Page, in his description of Frye
implies that in 1753, 12 Upton Avenue achieved its current appearance. In that year, Frye's taxpayer rates went up,
indicating to LePage that Mr. Frye had either enlarged an existing house or built a new house. Frye paid Francis
Nours 533 pounds, six shillings and eight pence for the aforementioned property. In 1765, Mr. Frye sold his
property to Amos Upton Jr. for 461 pounds. The Frye lUpton deed mentions a building on the property, "it being
the house where I live." Le Page notes that 12 Upton Avenue "still bears evidence of its early origin," further
noting that "Mr. Alanson Upton made changes and changes have been made since in order to make it
liveable according to modern standards."
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Historical Narrative
By the mid nineteenth century, 12 Upton Avenue was owned by Alanson Augustine Upton (see MHC Area form
for Sadler's Neck Chestnut Street Village, 115 Chestnut Streeet). A. A. Upton (1823-1904) ranks among the most
enterprising entrepreneurs in the history of North Reading. Born at 12 Upton A venue (See MHC Area Form
Upton/Chestnut
), Upton amassed the most extensive real estate empire in North Reading. At the time of his
death at age 81 in 1904, he owned four houses and 556 acres of land. Given his penchant for real estate acquisition,
it is not surprising that A.A. Upton has been called "the father of the. modern real estate industry in North Reading."
According to Edward I. Leary, "he conducted the first real estate office in North Reading."
In 1872, A. A. Upton moved from his birthplace at 12 Upton A venue to what was arguably the town's finest Late
GeorgianlFederal house. Originally built for a branch of the Flint family, this house stood on the site of the present
115 Chesnut Street, corner of Haverhill Street.
Two years before he moved to Chestnut Street, A. A. Upton's landholdings covered 291 112 acres worth an estimated
$12,679. In 1870 he owned two houses on Upton Street, later Upton Avenue. 12 Upton Avenue was valued at $1200
while a second house on Upton Avenue, evidently the c. 1820s Federal dwelling at 7 Upton A venue (Fig. 10), was
worth an estimated $725. In addition to his Upton Avenue houses he owned a house on Chestnut Street and a house
;.., the then new residential development on western Mt. Vernon Street. A clear picture of land use on his Upton Avenue
He does not emerge from the 1870 Real Estate Valuation because his orchards, pastures, meadows etc. are all listed
,,,gether rather than in association with a particular street or house.
A glance at Upton's holdings listed in the 1890 North Reading Real Estate Valuation reveals that wood lots comprised
a sizable percentage of his property. His numerous wood lots are indicative of the fact that he was the first man in North
Reading to be self employed as a wood dealer. He was frequently seen at the old depot on Haverhill Street loading wood
onto box cars bound for Salem or Lowell. According to Edward J. Leary, Upton, was loading Cedar posts from Cedar
Swamp on to a sled drawn by oxen right up until his death in January, 1904.
Upton also conducted animal rendering and ice harvesting on local ponds. In his youth, A. A. Upton designed and
operated the slaughter house still on the premises of 12 Upton Avenue (now adapted for modern residential purposes).
In addition, Alanson Upton owned and operated a large ice-house off North Street at Eisenhaure Pond. In the early
1900s, the Upton family built a substantial ice house at Holt's Grove near Martin's Pond.
By 1875, A. A. Upton's son, Henry A. Upton, had either purchased or had been given 12 Upton Avenue. By 1890,
Henry's Upton Avenue holdings encompassed 224 acres and was appraised at $11,435. In that year, his Upton Avenue
residence was worth an estimated $1350 while a second Upton Avenue residence, probably 7 Upton Avenue, was worth
$900. The slaughter house on the premises was assigned a value of $400 and its presence is indicative of H. A. Upton's
work as a butcher during the late nineteenth century. The remaining buildings on his estate included a barn ($700);
Carriage-house ($235), two sheds ($50); a shop ($25); a horse shed ($20); a hen house ($40); and an ice house which
was worth an estimated $50 and may have been located at Martin's Pond at the northwest corner of the town.
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Historical Narrative
In 1890, Henry A. Upton's property was subdivided into house lots of an acre and half-acre ($125 and $75);
a one-acre Pear orchard and an unnamed orchard of one and one-half acres ($150); sixteen and one-half acres
of fields, over fifty-three acres of pasture; thirty-five acres of meadows (named Bare, Sheldon, Pasture, Ford-way
and Parker) as well as five wood lots covering over one hundred acres ($1500). The numerous wood lots
supplied Upton with wood to sell to carpenters from North Reading and further afield. He also owned three
acres of Cedar Swamp ($90).
_
By 1910, H.A.Upton owned nearly 375 acres. Between 1906 and 1910, a third house was added to his Upton
Avenue estate (10 Upton Avenue) and he also owned a house on Chestnut Street. In addition, a barn ($1,400);
horse barn ($900); slaughter house ($300); Auto house ($200); three sheds ($100); a henhouse ($60) and a windmill
($200) were located on his Upton A venue property. Edward J. Leary recalled that windmills out in fields were once
a common sight in North Reading. Under each windmill was usually "a deep well stoned up from field stones
gathered around the farm. The water from these wells was pumped to the tank. The tank was large and round, six
feet high and was made of pine wood three inches thick. It had the capacity to hold from piped to the house and
the barn. These windmills were a good weather vane as the large wheel would turn with the wind."
In addition, a shop, shed, ice house and two horse sheds were associated with either either 10 Upton A venue (Fig. 7)
or more probably 7 Upton Avenue (Fig. 3). Further research is needed to determine the location of H.A. Upton's
planing mill Iwood dealership. The 1910 Real Estate Valuation for North Reading seems to indicate that his planing
mill was located on Chestnut Street. The 1930 Valuation indicates that the mill and associated sheds were located on
Upton Avenue. In the North Reading section of the 1911-1912 Wakefield Directory, Henry A. Upton's profession
is listed as "dealer in wood and lumber." An advertisement notes that Henry A. Upton was "a dealer in mill work of
all kinds." His wood products included "Cedar posts and shingles, rough and finished lumber and wood at stove
lengths." At that time, his residence and office are listed as "off of Chestnut Street, North Reading." Undoubtedly,
George W. Armstrong and Henry W. Campbell, the town's leading carpenter/ builders, during the early twentieth
cemury were among Upton's mill work customers.
Henry A. Upton died during the 1910s. The 1920 and 1930 North Readin~ Real Estate valuations indicate that
Upton's heirs still controlled the Upton Avenue estate but no family member (s) is specifically identified as the owner.
In 1920, the Henry A, Upton estate owned just over 300 acres valued at nearly $28,000.12 Upton Avenue was worth
an estimated $3,400 while his mill and lumber sheds were valued at $2,850.
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Historical Narrative
By 1930,the Upton Avenue estate was owned by the Upton Lumber Company. By that time, the Uptons' land
holdings had been reduced from 300 acres in 1920 to just over 130 acres. The "lumber mill and sheds" is listed
along with other Upton Avenue buildings which included three houses (numbers 7, 10 and 11) along with a barn,
horse barn, "other buildings," and a garage. The Upton Avenue property was subdivided into five fields named
Orchard, Pond, Back, West and South, a Pear orchard, pasture land, four meadows called Bare, Fordway, Flint and
Sheldon as well as one wood lot. By the beginning of World War II, Uptons were no longer associated with the
houses of Upton Avenue. By 1966, the Hobarts, Mary K. and Earl W., proprietor, are listed here.
While the history of the ownership and occupancy of 11 Upton A venue is fairly straightforward, the identities of
residents associated with 7 and 10 Upton Avenue are much less clear. According to Marie Stultz" the current owner
of 7 Upton Avenue, her house was built during the first quarter of the nineteenth century for one of the Uptonspossibly for a son of Amos Upton Jr. Later owners, if not occupants, included Alanson A. Upton the wood
dealer/real estate agent, during the mid nineteenth century and Henry A. Upton, the butcher and later wood
dealer/planing mill operator during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Built between 1906 and 1910, the Queen Anne residence at 10 Upton Avenue was evidently built for a member
~f Henry A. Upton's
family. By 1911-1912, three Uptons were in residence on Upton Avenue including Henry A.
ton at number 11, Louis E. Upton, the lumber surveyor, ice dealer and teamster and Leslie H. Upton, a grocer who
vtJerated a store on Haverhill Street, near the depot. His store stocked meats, flour, grain, hardware and provisions.
He was also the sales agent for Mc Cormick Machines and Essex Fertilizer. Further research may identify the houses
of Louis and Leslie. Apparently, Louis or E. Louis lived until at least the early 1930s and Leslie died during the 1920s.
Although the real estate valuation for 1920 does not associate these brothers (?) with Upton A venue addresses, E. Louis
Upton is listed as the owner of an ice house and land at Martin's Pond while Leslie H. Upton owned store buildings
on a one acre lot (presumably a reference to his provisions store at the Haverhill Street Depot).
By 1930 E. Louis Upton owned fifteen acres of woodland while Leslie Upton's heirs owned the store and sheds on
a half-acre of land on Haverhill Street. By the mid 1960s, 7 Upton Avenue (Fig. 3) was owned by Mary E. and
Frederick Whitney, a systems analyst. Evidently, the Whitneys spent summers in North Reading while their permanent
residence was in Illinois. By that time, 10 Upton Avenue was the residence of Dolena H. Piercey and the self-employed
Edward F. Piercey.
Maps indicate that 138 Chestnut Street (Fig. 2), comer of Upton Avenue was erected between 1831 and 1855.
Evidently built for a member of the family of Amos Upton Jr., it does not appear on either the 1795 David Needham
Map of the 1831 Edward Parker Map. By 1857 it was owned by an L(?) Upton and by 1875 it was part of the estate
of Alanson A. and Henry A. Upton. Labeled A. A. Upton on the 1889 Middlesex County Atlas, a small rectangular
building shown in the back yard is labeled S. S.(shoe shop). Although better known for their animal slaughtering,
real estate and wood dealing businesses, it is not surprising that the Uptons were involved in shoemaking as well.
Beginning around 1820, shoe making in North Reading came to the fore as an important facet of the local economy.
By 1850, the majority of residences in the town had an attached or small freestanding shoe shop on their house lots.
After the Civil War, shoemaking in North Reading and across New England experienced a precipitous decline as the
result of the invention of more sophisticated machinery and the loss of southern markets. It is doubtful that by 1890,
a shoe shop was still operating on Upton Avenue. 138 Chestnut Street is probably the Chestnut Street house listed
within A.A Upton's 1890 property valuation that had an estimated value of $800 and was associated with a shop ($25)
and a shed ($15).
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Indicate each item on inventory form, which is being continued below.

Historical Narrative
By 1910, this house was part of Henry A.'s Upton Avenue property. At that time,
worth $1,000 while shop and shed were valued at $30 and $20, respectively. The
135 is not readily discernable from the real estate valuation listing. 138 Chestnut
family ownership until at least the mid 1960s. By that time, Loretta D. and Edgar

138 Upton Avenue was
subdivision of land at number
Street remained under Upton
E. Upton, shipper, lived here.

Not every house in this area is associated primarily with Uptons. For most of its history, 135 Chestnut Street
(Fig. 1) was associated with members of the Eaton family, a clan thai traces its roots back to the late seventeenth
century in the North Parish of Reading. Probably built after the Revolution, this house may be the second oldest
dwelling in this area. Evidently it is the house labeled Widow Eaton on the 1795 David Needham Map.
By the mid 1850s, David G. Eaton owned this property which included a shoe shop on the premises. Compared to
the hundreds of acres owned by the Uptons across the street to the west, Eaton's farm was small, encompassing
thirty-seven-and-one-half
acres which had an assessed value of $2,2180 in 1870. At that time, Eaton's land was
subdivided into a six-acre house lot ($330); an orchard covering three quarters of an acre ($75), nearly twelve acres
of pasture and a nineteen-acre Cold Spring wood lot ($475). David G. Eaton's house was worth $800 while the
barn and shoe shop were valued at $150 and $50, respectively.
Between 1870 and 1890, David G. Eaton sold off half of his land. In 1890, Eaton's domain encompassed eighteenand-one-half acres and was worth an estimated $2,030. Middlesex County Atlases of 1889 and 1906 indicate that
Alanson A. Upton actually owned 135 Chestnut Street with David G. Eaton in residence as a tenant farmer,
By 1905, this house was occupied by Arthur E. Eaton, carpenter (house Chestnut opposite Upton), and
Lydia M. Eaton, widow of David G. Eaton. Interestingly, Arthur G. Eaton was employed by the Massachusetts
State Sanatorium on Lowell Road, North Reading in 1915. Other members of the Eaton family in residence here
were Mrs. David G. Eaton, Arthur G. Eaton and Frances E. Eaton who commuted to a bookkeeping job in Norwood.
Arthur G. Eaton lived here until at least the early 1940s. At that time he was still employed by the sanatorium
as a carpenter and was married to Mabel A. Eaton. Now in his early 90s, Sidney F. Eaton, pipe organ, continues
to reside in the old Eaton farmstead.
The remaining houses in the area, including 2,4, 5, 6 and 9 Upton Avenue date from the c. early 1900s to the 1950s
and might be included within the area to chronicle the rise of North Reading as suburb during the second and third
quarters of the twentieth century. 2 Upton Avenue's (Fig. 8) construction date is listed as 1890 in town records,
although it has the appearance of an early twentieth century Craftsman style cottage. Further research is needed to
determine the origins of this dwelling.
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North Reading
Upton/Chestnut
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2,7,10,11,12 UPTON AVENUE
Area(s)

Fonn No.

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

o
o

o

Eligible only in a historic 'district'"

Individually

eligible

Contributing

to a potential historic district

Criteria:

o

A

Criteria Considerations:

o

B
DA

o

~

Potential historic district

COD
0

B

DC

OD

Statement of Significance by Edward W. Gordon

0

ED

Preservation

FOG
Consultant

Consultant

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here
Bordering a cul-de-sac on the south side of Chestnut Street in the Sadler's Neck section of North Reading, the
Upton / Chestnut Area contains a collection of residences, barns and agricultural buildings that are significant
primarily as a well-preserved family compound associated with generations of Uptons. From the mid-eighteenth
until the mid-twentieth centuries the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival and Queen Anne vernacular residences housed
a remarkable family of fanners and entrepreneurs, perhaps most notably Alanson Augustine Upton, a prominent
farmer, store-owner, real estate speculator, slaughter house operator and wood dealer during the second half of the
nineteenth century. Presently adapted for reuse as a private residence, A. A. Upton's Slaughter House is still extant
at 12 Upton Avenue. Early land owners in the area included Richard Sadler (mid seventeenth century) and Francis
Nurse (early eighteenth century). Local lore dates the main Upton House at 11 Upton Avenue to as early as 1702 but
more probably was built during the mid eighteenth century for the Frye family of Salem. The Upton's acquired
11 Upton Avenue during the late eighteenth century and were living here until well into the twentieth century.
In addition, the Eaton family is represented within this area by a Georgian farm house at 13S Chestnut Street which
retains an extended English barn.
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