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AREA FORM
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
@
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.
The Haverhill / Mt. Vernon streets area is located just to the south of the Ipswich River and the tracks of the former
Salem and Lowell Railroad tracks. Approximately one half mile to the north of this area is the Ha verhill / Park
treets cross roads at the Common in the town's center. The Haverhill / Mt. Vernon area represents a southern, mid
.ineteenth century extension of the historic town center. Topographically, most of the area is situated on elevated
terrain. Mt. Vernon Street's houses are situated atop a ridge that slopes down to the Ipswich River. The focal point
in the area, the Trinity Evangelical Church (the former First Baptist Church) at 98 Haverhill Street (Fig. 1), is
situated on high ground at a point just before Haverhill Street makes its gradual descent to the river.
The area is roughly T-shaped in form, with a shon, linear segment running north-south along Haverhill Street and
a longer, linear segment with an east-west orientation along Mt. Vernon Street. The area's northern boundary
extends along the north side of 114 Haverhill Street and crosses Haverhill Street following the back lot line of 109
Haverhill Street and the back lot lines of 49 to 63 Mt. Vernon Street. The area's boundary jogs south-westward
across Mt. Vernon Street from number 49 to the former Baptist Church Parsonage at 58 Mt. Vernon Street. The
southern boundary continues westward along the back lot lines of 58 and 62 Mt. Vernon Street and the side lot
lines of the Trinity Evangelical Church. The southern boundary crosses Haverhill Street and continues along the
south side of 100 Haverhill Street.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [Xl see continuation sheet
Explain historical development OTthe area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the
community .
The beginnings of the HaverhilllMt. Vernon streets area lie in the introduction of the Salem and Lowell Railroad
along the south side of the Ipswich River in 1848-1850. During the early 1860s, Mt. Vernon Street was extended
westward from its intersection with Flint Street to Haverhill Street. Together with the construction of Washington
Street (1854), Bow Street and Willow Street, the setting out of western Mt. Vernon Street provides evidence of an
expanding town center at the time of North Reading's incorporation as an independent town in 1853.
Until the introduction of the Salem and Lowell Railroad through the area in 1850, settlement in the area was limited
....a single house: the Abbott-Flint House at 100 Haverhill Street in 1834. The construction of the First Baptist
aurch at the southeast comer of Haverhill and Mt. Vernon streets in 1865-1866 attracted further attention to the
area. By the mid-1870s, a small node of nonresidential buildings including a depot and general store, had been
constructed at the intersection of Haverhill Street and the Salem and Lowell Railroad tracks, just to the north of this
area's boundaries. Further research is needed to determine if the altered Italianate vernacular house at 114 Haverhill
Street, which is located within the area, was ever used for commercial purposes. Although Haverhill Street north of
the town center is a very old road, its segment south of the center was set out during the early 1800s and is indicative
of the expansionist impulse that resulted in turnpikes and canals during the Federal period. Southern Haverhill
Street's construction entailed building a new bridge across the Ipswich River as well as setting out a road through
the low-lying marshy area known as Bear Meadow, to the south of this area.
Ebenezer T. Abbott, 100 Haverhill Street's original owner, was born in North Reading, then the North Parish of
Reading, on March 14, 1808. Ebenezer T. Abbott reportedly built this house in 1834, one year before his marriage
to Ruth Tapley Hewes (1816-1909). Abbott was a son of Sarah Graves and Ebenezer Abbott (1784-1867). A
veteran of the War of 1812, his father was a cordwainer and "mechanic." His parents' homestead still stands at 128
Park Street (see MHC Area Form A, Form No. 42).
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The western boundary runs along the back lot lines of 100, 110 and 114 Haverhill Street. Neither the modern
residential development bordering Parsonage Lane on the south side of Mt. Vernon Street, nor the small node
of commercial buildings bordering Railroad Avenue are included in the HaverhilllMt. Vernon streets area.
Much of the area's antique charm is dependent on the presence of the Greek Revival and Italianate forms
and elements of the modest mid-nineteenth century residences that line Mt. Vernon Street. Although the
Trinity Evangelical Church at 98 Haverhill Street (Fig. 1, originally the third building of the First Baptist
Church of 1927-1931) has been altered by the addition of post-I960 north and south wings, enough of the form
and materials of the Church's nucleus remain to provide evidence of the original building's rustic appearance
With the noteworthy exception of the Trinity Evangelical Church, the area is overwhelmingly residential.
Constructed between the 1830s and the mid-1880s, the area's wooden houses exhibit elements of the
Greek Revival and Ital ianate styles. The two-and-one-half story end wall gable house with one or more
rear ells is the predominant housing form in the area. Several properties retain old stone walls, mature
trees and original stables adapted for reuse as garages.
Beginning at the eastern end of the area, overlooking a narrow front yard enclosed by a low, fieldstone wall,
47 Mt. Vernon Street (Fig. 2) is the eastern-most house in the area. Composed of a two-and-one-half
story,
five-bay-by-two-bay main block with one-story side ells, a two-car garage projects from the east ell. The main
block rises from a granite foundation to a gable roof. Difficult to categorize stylistically because vinyl siding
obscures original surface treatments, the main block's form and symmetrical fenestration nods to the Late Federal
vernacular style of the 1830s and 1840s. Projecting from the center of the main facade and surmounted by a
gable roof with return eaves is a narrow, enclosed entrance porch. The porch's front door is flanked by three-pane
side lights which are set off by slender, fluted pilasters. In general, windows contain 6/6 wood sash. Projecting
from the center of the asphalt shingle-sheathed roof is a narrow brick chimney.
Like number 47,51 Mt. Vernon Street (Fig. 3) has been altered by vinyl siding. Originally, this house probably
had Greek Revival elements. Side ells and an attached garage were added after its c. mid-1860s construction.
Rising a single story from a granite block foundation, the main block retains its original, boxy, five-bay-bythree-bay form. In general, windows exhibit 111 replacement sash. Full-length dormers rise from the roof slopes
of the main and rear facades. This dwelling's center entrance was altered by the addition of c. mid-twentieth
century Colonial surrounds. In general, windows exhibit 111 replacement sash. Full-length dormers rise from the
roof slopes of the main and rear facades.
Evidently built during the first half of the twentieth century, 53 Mt. Vernon Street (Fig. 4) is difficult to categorize
stylistically. Currently in the process of major alterations, its basic rectangular form and two-and-one-half story
scale are compatible with the older houses of the area55 Mt. Vernon Street's (Fig. 5) front yard is enclosed by
a low field stone wall. This modest, cottage scale, Greek Reviv.ilalianate cottage is composed of a three-bay-bytwo-bay main block and a two-bay-by-onebay east ell. A narrow passageway separates the east ell from a small, two-bayby-one-bay structure (Originally a stable?). Clad with clapboards and accented with narrow corner boards, the main block
rises one-and-one-half stories from a granite foundation to a gable roof with return eaves. Access to the front door is
provided by two substantial granite slabs which have probably been located here since the house was completed
during the 1860s. The placement of the front door suggests a side hall interior plan. The front door is enframed
by Doric pilasters and a cornice-headed entablature. In general, windows contain 111 replacement sash and are set
off by louvered shutters. Projecting from the east ell's Mt. Vernon facade is a modern oriel window.
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Together with its two-and-one-half story, c. 1870s gable front barn, the clapboard-clad Italianate Old Parsonage
at 58 Mt , Vernon Street (Fig. 6) provides a Currier and Ives-like glimpse of mid-Victorian North Reading. Situated
on the south side of the street, near the entrance to the modern residential Parsonage Lane subdivision, this house is
composed of a two-and-one-half story main block and rear ell. The main block's end gables face Mt.Vernon Street
and a stand of trees at the rear of the property. Rising from a stone foundation to a gable roof with return eaves, narrow
corner boards accent the edges of the main block and rear ell. Wideside boards appear beneath the eaves of the east and
west walls. Measuring three-bays by the equivalent of three-bays, the placement of the front door suggests a side hall
interior plan. Multi-paneled double doors open on to a small porch whose chamfered posts support a flat roof with
bracketed eaves. In general, windows are fully enfrarned, contain 2/2 wood sash and are set off by louvered shutters.
A square bay with a molded cornice projects from the southern half of the west wall. The main block and rear ell retain
their original, narrow brick chimneys while a later, full length chimney is in evidence at the house's west wall.
Returning to the north side of the street, 59 Mt , Vernon Street (Fig. 7), like the Old Parsonage, is a fairly substantial
clapboard-clad end wall gable residence which retains its late nineteenth century gable front barn. The front yard
and west side of the property is edged with a low, fieldstone retaining wall. Exhibiting elements of the Greek
Revival and Italianare styles, this L-shaped residence is composed of two-and-one-half story main block and
. ell. Rising from a heavy granite block foundation to an asphalt shingle covered gable roof with return eaves,
:dges of both the main block and rear ell are accented by narrow corner boards. The three-bay-by-four-bay
main block is noteworthy for the front door's formal surrounds. Opening onto two substantial granite block steps,
the multi-panel front door is flanked by five-pane side lights and is surmounted by a six-pane transom.
Side lights and transom, in turn, are flanked and surmounted by simple pilasters and a cornice-headed entablature.
Projecting from the side walls of the main block are polygonal bays with deep eaves. In general, windows are
fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. The windows of the side bays contain 111 wood sash.
To the east of 59 Haverhill Street (Fig. 7) is a late nineteenth century gable front barn. This one-and-one-half
story structure is enclosed by a gable roof with return eaves. The stable's entrance was widened at an undetermined
date to accommodate automobiles. A single standard-size window illuminates the stable's former hayloft.
Presiding over the southwest corner of Mt. Vernon Street and Parsonage Lane, 62 Mt. Vernon Street (Fig. 8)
is a handsome example of an Italianate end gable house. Built around 1870, this house rises two-and-one-half
stories from a substantial granite block foundation to a gable roof with return eaves. A small, one-story side ell
projects from the east wall of the main block. Still extant is a substantial, attached gable front barn. Projecting
from the main block's west wall is a two-story polygonal bay. Narrow brick chimneys rise from the center and
rear of the main block and the first (original) of two rear ells. The building's excellent state of preservation
and well-landscaped grounds represents the work of the current owners, the Goddards.
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The placement of the front door suggests a side-hall interior plan. Flanked by four-pane side lights, and simple
pilasters, the front door is crowned by a multi-pane transom. Access to the front door is provided by a small
porch exhibiting Colonial Revival elements, including slender Tuscan columns and railings with Georgian
Revival balusters. The columns support a low pitched hip roof which, in turn, supports a small square oriel.
In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 111 replacement sash. Louvered wooden shutters flank
windows at the main and west facades. In typical Italianate fashion, the attic window culminates in an arch.
Projecting from the original rear ell's west wall is a Colonial Revivalporch
with Tuscan columns.
Returning to the north side of the street, much of the area's charm is dependent on the intact form, elements
and attached barn at 63 I\H. Vernon Street (Fig. 9). Built between 1860 and 1868, this clapboard-clad
house
exhibits an L-shaped cottage scale form and Greek Revival and Italianate elements. The main block measures
three-bays-by-two-bays.
Projecting from the main block's west wall is a polygonal bay. The placement of the
front door suggests a side hall interior plan. Particularly noteworthy are the multi-panel
front door's surrounds
which are characterized
by five-pane side lights, simple pilasters and a molded entablature.
The front door is
sheltered by a saw-cut bracketed door hood. Striking an unusually formal note for such a modest house
arc the tall windows to the left of the main entrance. Containing 4/4 wood sash, these windows illuminate the
front parlor. The remaining windows contain 2/2 wood sash and are set off by louvered shutters. The east wall's
gable-roofed
dormer was probably added at a later date.
Attached to the one-story ell is a large gable front barn that appears to be original to the 1860s construction
of the homestead. This clapboard clad structure's broad end wall gable overlooks a side drive leading to Mt.
Vernon Street. Original features include the wide stable entrance, hay loft door and an attic window containing
wood sash.
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Next door to the west, at the corner of Mt. Vernon and Haverhill streets, the Italianate house at 109 Haverhill
Street (Fig. 10) provides a fine introduction to the mid Victorian houses of the western Mt. Vernon Street
subdivision. Together with its gable front bank barn, this house exemplifies the property of a prominent local
family's residence built during the Civil War era. Still intact at the front of the property are granite block borders
and posts that may have originally supported a cast iron fence. Clad with clapboards, this house rises one-and-one-half
stories from a granite block foundation. At number 109, a differential in grade is evident as the north and east
facades are a full story below those facing Haverhill and Mt. Vernon Streets.
Similarly, the rear wall of 109 Haverhill Street's gable front bank barn's is a full story below the grade of
Mt Vernon Street. This barn is noteworthy for its pleasing proportions, intact brick foundation walls and clapboard
sheathing,tall and wide double doors that dominate the main facade as well as the unusually formal note struck by
the arched, double hung windows containing 6/6 wood sash that illuminate the attic. Projecting from the rear of the
barn is a full-length, one-story shed.
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Returning to the main house, access to its principal Haverhill Street entrance is provided by a front porch which is
nestled into the northwest comer of the house's structural components. The porch exhibits square posts with saw-cut
brackets and railings with turned balusters. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 111 and 212 wood sash
flanked by louvered shutters. Sheltered by gables with return eaves, narrow double windows illuminate the attic.
Across Haverhill Street, to the west, 110 Haverhill Street is a Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house that was
built in 1910 and enlarged during the 1920s to provide more rooms for the purposes of an inn. This building
represents a late addition to this area. Although its original clapboards and/or wood shingles have been replaced
by vinyl-siding, this multi-family (?) building is essentially Tvshaped in form, this house rises two stories from
a fieldstone basement to a one-and-one-half story intersecting gambrel roof. The basement on the north side of
the house is a full story taller than that of the south side. The slopes of the intersecting gambrel roof bristle with
single and double shed-roofed dormers while a substantial three-bay dormer rises from the south wall of the eastern
structural component. Exhibiting square posts and slat work railings, a full-length front porch projects from the
main facade. The main entrance exhibits Colonial Revival surrounds consisting of Doric pilasters and a cornice
headed window. Further inspection may indicate that the small square window set high on the wall to the right of the
front door contains stained glass.
.rnall , shed-roofed porch providing access to a secondary entrance is located on the south side of the building at the
intersection of the building's two structural components. Projecting from the first story of the easterly component's
north elevation is a polygonal oriel. In general, windows are standard size, contain 2/2 wood sash and are flanked by
louvered shutters. On the west side of Haverhill Street, at the bottom of the hill is a mid-nineteenth century building
at 114 Haverhill Street that may have been moved to this lot from an undetermined location.
Further research may indicate that 114 Haverhill Street is the commerciallresidential
building labeled CA. Foster's
Store that is shown on the 1875 Middlesex County Atlas on the east side of Haverhill Street adjacent to the south side
of the Salem and Lowell Railroad tracks. Measuring three-bays-by-four bays, this boxy, rectangular building rises
two-and-one-half stories to a gable roof with return eaves. Sheathed in vinyl siding and devoid of surface ornamentation,
this building is difficult to categorize stylistically but has the basic end gable orientation to the street typical of midnineteenth century Italianate buildings. Exhibiting replacement posts and railings, a full-length porch projects from the
main facade.
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Returning to the Haverhill Street / Mt. Vernon Street intersection at the top of the hill, the clapboard-clad cottage at
100 Haverhill Street is the oldest building in the area. Reportedly built as early as 1834 for Ebenezer T. Abbott,
this house's form represents a Greek Revival housing type more commonly found in the American south rather
than in New England, i.e. the five-bay-two-bay main block's full length front porch is sheltered by the sweep
of the main elevation's roof slope while the length of the rear roof slope is much shorter. Also unusual is the
use of flush boarding as sheathing for the main facade while the remaining walls are clad with clapboards.
Projecting from the rear wall is a short, one-story ell. This L-shaped dwelling rests on a granite block foundation.
At the back of the lot, to the south of the house is a gable front barn of undetermined age which currently
serves as a garage.
The front porch exhibits Tuscan columns. Opening on to the porch, the multi-panel front door is flanked by four-pane
side lights with solid lower panels. The front door exhibits simple wooden surrounds surmounted by a ten-pane
transom. Striking an elegant note are pairs of tall windows containing 6/9 wood sash flanked by louvered shutters.
In general, windows contain 6/6 wood sash.
Across the street from the old Abbott farmstead, to the east, at 97 Haverhill Street, is Trinity Evangelical Church,
formerly the First Baptist Church. Built between 1927 and 1931, the present First Baptist Church replaced a
mid-1860s, wooden, fire-destroyed Gothic Revival church.
By virtue of its fieldstone and wood shingle materials the original church building may be categorized as an interesting,
rustic example of the late Craftsman style. The form of the old church and its north and south wings form is that of an
elonga ted V -shape. Rising from elevated terrain just to the south of Haverhill Street's hill side descent to the Ipswich
River, this church, by virtue of its siting, scale and form is the focal point of the Haverhill !Mt. Vernon streets area.
Situated on a corner lot with an asphalt-paved parking area to the rear, the Haverhill Street edge of the property is
enclosed by a low granite retaining wall. Constructed during the early 1960s, the wood shingle-clad north ell is called
the Christian Education Building. Completed in 1997, a new Sanctuary constructed of concrete and brick projects from
the south wall of the original church.
The old church's most distinctive feature is its towered, center structural component which dominates the three-bay
main facade and is enclosed by a pyramidal roof cap. This full basement and first story of the main facade is faced with
fieldstone while the attic and upper two thirds of the tower are sheathed with dark brown wooden shingles. Projecting
from the first story of the tower's Haverhill Street elevation is an open front porch whose pedimented roof is
surmounted by heavy, square posts composed of fieldstone. The side walls of the first story are pierced by narrow
stained glass windows. Illuminating the tower's second story are tall narrow windows at its main and side elevations.
The walls at the top of the tower are pierced by pairs of narrow windows containing wooden louvers.
Returning to the basement of the old church's main block, fieldstone walls on either side of the tower exhibit
double windows containing 2/2 wood sash. Above these windows, at the first story, are double stained glass
windows. Extending from the southwest corner of the original church's main facade is a one-story polygonal
bay. The church's later ells obscure the old building's side walls.
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Historical Narrative
Evidently Ebenezer T. Abbott was something of a non-conformist within his large family as he was the only Abbott
who abandoned Universalism, converting to the Baptist faith. Ebenezer T. Abbott was one of the founders and long-time
associates of the family's shoe making concern which became the largest operation of its kind in the town after the Civil
War, remaining in business until the mid twentieth century.
Parishioners of the First Baptist Church for over sixty years, "the Abbotts were known as sweet singers, their soprano
and tenor voices blending in the singing of the old gospel songs." Ebenezer, or Tilden Abbott as he was called, was
raised in the Universalist Church while his wife Ruth was brought up in the Methodist Church. The Abbotts embraced
Baptist tenets early in their marriage and raised their three children, Granville, Hortense and T. Grafton, in this faith
that had been introduced to the North Parish of Reading around 1810. The Abbotts' oldest child, Granville, became
a nationally known Baptist preacher.
Born at 100 Haverhill Street on February 27, 1837, Granville Abbott was educated at Pierce Academy in Middleboro,
Massachusetts (1856), Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island (1860) and Newton Theological Seminary (1863).
He began his career as a preacher in North Reading and later headed congregations in South Boston (1863-1869) and
Watertown, (1869- ?). Further afield, he ministered to religious societies in California (including churches San Francisco
, 'ring the 1880s and Oakland during the 1890s). Rev, Abbott was an intellectual with many interests, writing a history
North Reading's First Baptist Church (since lost) and a hymn that was sung at the time of the second First Baptist
v.hurch's dedication in 1865. Granville married Susan Hines Davis on October 15, 1863, She was elected first president
of the Women's Christian Temperance Movement in California. The couple had three sons: Granville, Carl and Phillip.
Around 1870, thanks to the generosity of his uncle, David Hewes, Granville, Susan and Granville's parents and
maternal uncles visited Egypt, Palestine and the Orient. Following the family's grand tour, Granville and Susan headed
West at the behest of his uncles David and Charles Hewes. In the golden state, Greanville Abbott nourished as a
Baptist minister, writer and magazine editor. The author of numerous articles in Sunday publications and Christian
magazines, Abbott was the director of the American Baptist Publication Society of California for twelve years.
For almost a decade he published The Herald of Truth, a periodical which he also founded. Granville Abbott
officiated at the 1889 San Francisco wedding of his uncle David Hewes to an unidentified bride who was given
away by California Governor Sanford. After Granville's death in 1897, Susan volunteered as a Red Cross
worker during the Spanish American War.
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Granville's father Ebenezer T. Abbott sold 100 Haverhill Street to Horace W. Morse in 1853. By 1870, the
property had passed to Joseph W. and Maria Flint of Chelsea, Massachusetts. In that year, this property
covered six acres of land valued at $1,670. Number 100 was worth an estimated $1,000 while the barn on the
premises was assessed at $250. The land was subdivided into a three-acre Home lot ($350) and a three-acre
meadow ($45). By 1875, the Flints' daughter Josephine owned this property. In February 1889, Josephine M.
Flint, "single woman" sold the old Abbott house to William S. Todd of Gloucester, MA, for $2,300. Todd is
listed as a farmer in 1895 and died around 1900. Todd's widow Julia and their daughter Juliette, a teacher in
Winchester, lived here until at least the mid 1930s. In 1930, the property encompassed two-and-one-half acres.
By that time, the house was worth an estimated $2,600 while the barn had a value of $400. The total value of
the property was $4,000.
In addition to 100 Haverhill Street, a second house in the area at 109 Haverhill Street is associated with Ebenezer
T. Abbott and his family. Abbott was in residence at number 109 by 1870. Where he lived during twenty-year
interval between vacating number 100 and taking up residence at number 109 is not clear. In 1870, the total
value of the property at Haverhill and Mt. Vernon streets was $2900. Abbott's house was worth an estimated
$2200 and was part of a nine-acre tract. The barn that is still extant on the premises was valued at $250. Abbott's
land was divided into a halt-acre house lot ($220), a four-acre pasture ($100) and the four-and-one-half
acre Parker Meadow ($110).
Following her husband's death in 1888, Ruth Hewes Abbott lived at 109 Haverhill Street until her death in
1909. She was the sister of the noted Baptist missionary and theologian Rev. Charles Hewes (1818-1882).
The Rev. Hewes was a periodic guest at his sister and brother-in-law's home at 109 Haverhill Street. A
graduate of Brown University (1843), Charles attended the Newton Theological School for one year and
was ordained in Lonsdale, Rhode Island in 1844. Hewes' career as a pastor and professor of theology took
him to Indianapolis, Indiana and Napa in California. Following his family trip to the Holy Land during the
late 1860s, he returned to California where he was the pastor of churches in S1. Helena and San Francisco.
Ruth Hewes Abbott and her husband Ebenezer visited Charles in California several times before his death in
1882. Ebenezer died in 1888 and Ruth continued to live at number 109 until her death in 1909. After
Ruth's death, her son (?) Charles Abbott seems to have inherited 109 Haverhill Street but further research
is needed here.
The Ebenezer T. Abbotts undoubtedly played a role in determining the new location of the second Baptist Church
building. The construction of the First Baptist Church at the southwest corner of Haverhill and M1. Vernon streets
in 1865 represents a watershed in the history of the area's development. The church's construction coincided with
the development of the small residential enclave of residences bordering western Mt. Vernon Street, extending the
parameters of the town center south of the Ipswich River and the Salem and Lowell Railroad tracks. The mid nineteenth
century development of the Haverhill/ Mt. Vernon streets area paved the way for new families to take up residence
here, including Campbells, Fosters, Halls, Me Donalds, Morses, Parkers and Whittredges. Several of these families
were active in the church and settled near it for that reason, including the Abbotts, Flints and Campbells.
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North Reading's
Baptists trace the beginnings
of their religious society to the First Baptist Churech of Wakefield
In 1810, a group of Baptists from the North Parish of Reading (later North Reading) left the North Parish
Congregational
Church to attend services in the Baptist Church of the South Parish (Wakefield).
From the
1810s until the completion
of the North Parish's first Baptist Church in 1828, worship services were held in
various private residences
and at the "little red school house" originally located on William Whittredge's
property at 97 Chestnut
Street (MHC Form B __
). The growth of the Baptist movement
in North Reading
during the first quarter of the nineteenth
century was of major historical significance
to the community.
For
nearly one hundred years, the Congregational
Society had been the only religious organization
in the town.
Between the 1780s and the 1830s, New England congregational
churches were rocked to their foundations
by
"The Great Schism." During this period, the more liberal members of the orthodox Congregational
societies
formed Unitarian Societies. The rise of the Baptist movement in communities
such as the North Parish of Reading
complicated
matters further, threatening
the power of traditional Congregationalists,
the heirs of Puritanism.
Local citizens who participated
in Baptist worship services and baptisms in the Ipswich River were viewed as
trespassers"
by the Congregational
majority. A combination
of intolerance
and fear of the new faith's gathering
political momentum
within the community
resulted in the persecution
of Baptists. One particularly
unpleasant
anti-Baptist
incident in the North Parish involved the disruption of Baptist services at "the little red school house"
. "drinking boors." The anti-Baptist
local magistrate
released the rum-drinking
persecutors
"without a warning
a charge." In 1816, a district meeting in the North Parish resulted in a vote to terminate Baptist meetings in the
school house and move the building from Whittredge's
land to "orthodox
soil" owned by Col. David Flint on
Haverhill Street. The schoolhouse
is said to be drastically altered and now part of a residence at 85 Haverhill Street
Despite this challenge to the Baptists'
freedom to worship, services continued to be held in the homes of the
faithful. During the 1810s and 1820s, visiting preachers, including Rev. Thomas Paul, the African American
Minister from the African Meeting House on Boston's Beacon Hill, tended to the spiritual needs of North
Reading Baptists. The formal organization
of the North Parish Baptist Society took place on April 16, 1817 in
" the upper room" of the home of Eliab Parker Sr. at 126 Chestnut Street (see MHC Area Form
).
The first Baptist Church building in the town was located on Park Street between the Common and the Ipswich
River at the Town Center. Dedicated on October 8,1828, a fire destroyed the Baptists' first ecclesiastical
building on April 29, 1860. When the smoke cleared all that remained was "a heap of smoldering
ruins"
and fragments of a Paul Revere-manufactured
bell which were sold for about $1800." Both the town's
Congregational
and Universalist
Societies offered the Baptists the use of their sanctuaries
for worship services.
Until the second Baptist Church building was completed at Haverhill and Mt. Vernon Streets, Baptist services
were held in the unoccupied
Universalist
Church.
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The Baptist Society's Park Street parcel was sold co a commercial concern and in September, 1860, a lot of land
at the corner of Haverhill and Mt. Vernon streets was purchased from Charles and Harriet Flint for $250. This lot
already had a house and barn located on the premises; said house and barn were subsequently "moved on to
the Flint's adjoining land" (this house and barn are probably still extant within this area).
for over 60 years,
women to assume
1891 to 1893 and
as over 400 books
native Wakefield.

Harriet N. Flint (1815-1897) was a member of the Baptist Society. She was one of the first.
a leadership role in the affairs of this church. She served on the church's board of trustees from
again in 1896. She and her husband were major local philanthropists providing funding as well
for the town's first library during the early 1870s. Toward the end of her life she returned to her

The Civil War delayed the church's construction. In 1865, a wooden Carpenter Gothic structure of great charm was
completed. Characterized by walls enlivened by tall and narrow recessed pointed arched panels of graduated height
as well a trio of tall and narrow lancet windows tlanked by double batten doors set in pointed arches. Near the apex
of the main facade's stepped gable was a trefoil window. Small triangular windows were located above the t1anking
entrances. This chapel-scale church was ready for services in 1866. In 1876, Mrs. Harriet Flint funded the construction
of a vestry at the back of the building. In 1886, land was purchased for the construction of horse sheds which were
"shingled as late as 1914 and not torn down until 1927."
In 1891, the Iialianate house at 58 Mt. Vernon Street was purchased from Warren Campbell for the purposes of a
Baptist Parsonage. Evidently built c. 1870-1875, Campbell owned houses on Haverhill Street and Marblehead
Street in 1870 but the Valuation of that year makes no mention of a Mt. Vernon Street residence. In 1870,
Campbell owned just over 21 acres of land worth an estimated $2,360. Number 58 does appear on the 1875
Middlesex County Atlas.
By 1890, his real estate empire had grown from twenty-one to nearly fifty five acres and was worth a total
of $6,770. His Mt.Vernon Street property encompassed seven-and-three-quarter
acres and was worth nearly $2,000.
On the eve of Campbell's sale of this house to the Baptist Society, 58 Mt. Vernon Street's lot contained a barn
($375) and a hen-house ($15 as well as the house that had an assessed value of $1700). Regarding the barn,
Baptist Society historian Rev. Eaton P. Robinson noted that "the barn is an old building of mortise and tenon
construction with wooden pins. former pastors have kept horses, cows and poultry in it." 58 Mt. Vernon
Streer was used as a parsonage until at least the late 1960s.
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Returning to the pre-1930 history of the First Baptist Church's lot, the original landscaping was altered between
1909 and 1912 "by the cutting down of the old pine tree and the removal of granite posts and iron chains."
The present low granite wall bordering Haverhill Street apparently survives intact from the mid 1860s.
The present church edifice at 97 Haverhill Street was built in 1927-1931. For a time services were held at the
Union Congregational Church and an attempt was made to merge the two religious societies, but it was decided
best for the two groups not to unite. Until the completion of the Baptist Society's third building services were
held in private residences, as well as in the Fire Department's Harvard Hall, and even in a tent on the Parsonage
lawn. Cornerstone ceremonies were conducted on December 7, 1928, nearly a year after the stone had been
hauled to the construction site. According to Rev. Robinson, "the ceremonies were conducted amidst the howling
winds and driving rain of a northeast storm." Officiating at the festivities were Massachusetts Lt. Governor Frank
G. Allen of Norwood, Rev. Edwin Dolan of the Massachusetts Baptist Convention, the church's Rev. Clarence E.
Chamberlain and Deacons James Eisenhaure, Charles James and Lester Welch. The building was erected under the
direction of Mr. Minot Morse who was the building's contractor. Further research may identify the church's
architect. The rustic stone materials for the building's basement and first floor were "brought from the property
of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Welch of upper Haverhill Street."
.er World War II, the growth of the Baptist Society's membership necessitated the expansion of Church facilities .
September 25, 1960, ground breaking ceremonies for a new Christian Education Unit (the north wing) were
held on the property. The church was dedicated on June 25,1961. According to an article in the North Reading
Transcript, "the push to build the new wing was five years in the making." The architect of the new wing was .
Clinton Foster Goodwin, while the builder was Cyrus Mugford. The Chairman of the Building Committee was Chester
Smith. Built to house a new sanctuary, the church's south wing was completed in 1997. The First Baptist Church was
renamed the Trinity Evangelical Church at some point after 1970.
. •1

While the third home of the First baptist Church (Trinity Evangelical Church) traced its roots to the beginnings
of the local Baptist movement of the early 1800s in the North Parish of Reading, the houses bordering western Mt.
Vernon Street provide a physical link with North Reading's early years as an independent town. North Reading was
incorporated as a separate municipality from Reading in 1853. Dating from the early 1860s, the houses of the Haverhill
Street! Mt. Vernon Street area reflect a town still prosperous from farming, shoemaking and limited milling operations
on the Ipswich River. Proximity to the Haverhill Street Depot of the Salem and Lowell Railroad (1850) encouraged the
growth of this node of middle class housing at the southern edge of the town center.
The Salem and Lowell Railroad was chartered in 1848 to build a line from South Peabody (Danvers)
at Tewksbury there were rail links with the newly completed Lowell and Lawrence Railroad to reach
new railroad secured two miles of trackage rights over the Essex Railroad to reach downtown Salem.
began in August, 1849 and the line was completed in the summer of 1850. During the 1870s, Salem
port and for a time many coal trains used the Salem and Lowell Railroad to reach markets in Salem
Traffic on the line declined significantly after 1900. Passenger service was suspended on the line in
tracks between North Reading and Wilmington Junction were last used for freight in May, 1935.

to Tewksbury;
Lowell. The
Construction
was a major coal
and beyond.
1932 and the

INVENTORY

FORM CONTINUATION

SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth

Community:

Form No:

North Reading
Area Name: Haverhill Street I Mt. Vernon Street

Indicate each item on inventory form, which is being continued below

Historical Narrative
Further research might confirm that 114 Haverhill Street is the old store that was originally located on the east
side of Haverhill Street adjacent to the south side of the railroad tracks. In 1875, this store was called E. Jeffrey
and Company. The Jeffrey family was long associated with the late eighteenth century residence at 61 Elm Street
(see MHC Form B_).
By 1889, this store was operated by A. F. Upton. The possibility remains that the store
was moved to its present lot after the Salem and Lowell Railroad ceased operations during the mid 1930s.
Returning to the residential aspect of the Haverhill Street / Mt. Vernon Street area's history, it should be noted that
prior to the western extension of Mt. Vernon Street from approximately Flint Street to Haverhill Street around 1860,
most of the land in this area was owned by old North Reading families including Abbotts, Flints, Whittredges and
possibly Uptons. 63 Mt. Vernon Street is a residence that may have predated this development by a few years, possibly
representing the house (and barn) moved from the house lot by Harriet and Charles Flint in 1860 to accommodate
the construction of the second building of the First Baptist Church. In June, 1868, Harriet N. Flint of North Reading
sold this property to Lawrence and Almeda Duley of South Reading for $2400. The deed mentions that the house on
the premises was known as the "Lamson Place." The Duleys owned number 63 for one year and by 1870 they are
listed on Haverhill Street. The 1870 Valuation lists neither Flints, Duleys or Halls as the owners of this property. By
1875 Horace Hall owned this house and barn. By 1890, Horace Hall's Mt. Vernon Street property encompassed two
houses and a barn on twenty-nine acres and was worth an estimated $3,125. Further research is needed to clarify the
location of the second house. Further research is needed on this house's post Hall-family/ post-1900 history.
The Greek Revivailltalianate cottage at 55 Mt. Vernon Street may date to as early as 1862 when North Reading
cordwainer Robert B. Walsh began to buy land bordering Me Vernon Street from Flints, Uptons, Parkers and
Bemleys. Walsh sold 55 Mt. Vernon Street to William S. Morse, bricklayer, in 1869 for $600. By the following
year, Morse's Mt. Vernon Street property encompassed a quarter-of-an-acre and was worth an estimated $325.
In January, 1880, Morse (by that time a resident of Billerica), sold number 55 to Alanson A. Upton who had one
of the most extensive real estate portfolios in the town during the late nineteenth century. Alanson A. Upton, in turn,
sold the house to Richard C. Marshall in August, 1884 for $625. Upton evidently derived rental income from
the property during his period of ownership. In 1890, Marshall is listed as a resident of North Andover with
number 55 evidently remaining a rental property. In that year, Marshall's house was worth an estimated $500 while
a shop ($40) and Hen-house on the premises were valued at $40 and $10, respectively. The total value of this
property in 1890 was assessed at $625. Marshall owned 55 Mt. Vernon Street until his death on January 18, 1914.
Further research is needed on the post-1915 history of this house (no Marshalls are listed on Mt. Vernon Street
in the 1920 Valuation).
51 Mt. Vernon Street is another dwelling that evidently dates to the earliest phase of western Mt. Vernon Street's
development. This altered Greek Revival cottage was owned by Mrs. Gustavus E. Parker by 1865. Her husband
was a farmer and shoemaker whose principal residence around 1870 seems to have been 118 Chestnut Street
(see MHC Area Form
). Active in the affairs of the First Baptist Church, Parker was the church's clerk
from 1850 to 1857. His name was among those listed as grantees in the deed of sale of the church's lot at
Haverhill and Mt. Vernon streets in 1860.
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Although their Mt. Vernon Street property is not listed in the 1870 Valuation, the house is labeled Mrs. G. E.
Parker on the 1875 Middlesex County Atlas. Number 51 probably provided the Parkers with rental income.
Mr. Parker died in 1882 and the property was owned by an A. B. Monroe from the mid 1880s until the early
1910s. In 1890, Monroe's one-and-one-quarter
acre property was worth an estimated $750. His house and barn
had assessed values of $450 and $125, respectively while the house lot was worth an estimated $175. In 1910, the
assessed value of Monroe's house, barn and land was $1200. By 1920, the Monroes no longer owned
this property.
'
The remaining houses within this area date to the mid 1860s. 47 Mt. Vernon Street's lot "with the buildings thereon"
was sold to a John McDonald by shoe manufacturer Ebenezer T. Abbott on October 8, 1865. A notation in the deed
specifies that "the said premises are to be given to John Mc Donald in the month of December." In 1870, Mc Donald's
Mt. Vernon Street property was worth an estimated $1700. Situated on this eleven-and-one-half
acre tract were a house
valued at $850 as well as a barn with an assessed value of $325. His half-acre house lot was assigned a value of $100
while his four acre Flint Field and seven acre Flint Meadow were worth $250 and $175, respectively. The John
McDonald family resided here until the early 1890s. By 1890, the value of Mc Donald's property had appreciated
from $1700 in 1870 to $$2,270. By 1906, an H. Reid owned the property, vacating the premises by 1915. In 1910,
Reid's property was worth nearly $2,000 and had been reduced from eleven-and-one-half
to four-and-one-half acres.
tween 1890 and 1910, a Hen house had been constructed on the lot. Henry M. Reid served as a deacon of the First
aptist Church from 1906 until his death in 1926. In 1930, Reid's widow Elizabeth E. Reid owned this property.
By that time the house, barn, "other buildings" as well as the land was worth $850.
Currently named "Windswept Knoll," the present house at 59 Mt. Vernon Street was built during the 1860s for
Mrs. William A. Whittredge. Long major land owners in the south central part of town between the Ipswich River
and Bear Meadow, Whittredges have figured prominently in the history of the town. The Whittredge's old saltbox
is still extant at 97 Chestnut Street (See MHC Form B_).
This family of farmers were outspoken supporters of
the Baptist movement and the abolitionist cause during the first half of the nineteenth century. The 1870 Valuation
lists Mrs. Whittredge's husband as the owner of two shops on a "shop lot" but it is unclear if this lot was contiguous
with their Mt. Vernon Street property. At that time, Mrs. Whittredge is listed as the owner of a one-and-one-half acre
parcel on Mt. Vernon Street that had an estimated value of $1,310. The house and shed on the premises were valued
at $1,000 and $35, respectively. The 1870 Valuation jndicates that this property was divided into two house lots
encompassing a half-acre and one acre. William A. Whittredge's widow Mary owned this property until at least the
early 1900s but is no longer in residence on Mt. Vernon Street by 1910. Further research is needed on the post-1910
history of this property.
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The rambling Italianate residence at 62 Mt. Vernon Street dates to at least 1867. In that year, it was purchased by
Walter K. Foster from a Sarah R. West. Curiously Foster is not listed in the 1870 Valuation. In 1874, Foster sold
this house to Elias Chapman of Boston for $3,000. During the 1880s, this house was owned by a Sherman 1. Casso
In 1890, his Mt. Vernon Street property embraced eleven-and-one-half
acres and was worth an estimated $2,885.
At that time, his house, barn and Hen house were assigned values of $1500, $300 and $30, respectively. The property
encompassed the three-acre Dooley field ($400) and the seven-acre Dooley pasture ($280). Although the property
is labeled Thompson on the 1906 Middlesex County Atlas, no Thompsons are listed on Mt. Vernon Street or even
within the town in 1910.
The most recent addition to this area's collection of historic properties is the Shingle Style/Colonial Revival
residence at 110 Haverhill Street. Built in 1910 for the newly wed Mr. and Mrs. Hovey D. Eaton, this house was
tripled in size during the mid 1920s to accommodate an inn operated by the Eatons. "Mrs Eaton, a school teacher in
the school systems of Amherst and East Long Meadow, became bored after several years of housekeeping and began
to take in boarders." Over time, the primary guests at The Eaton Inn were school teachers in need of lodging. In
1924, Mr. Eaton added a substantial wing, bringing the total number of rooms to twenty-four. One of the teachers
boarded with the Eatons for over seven years. For 49 years, the Eaton 1M was the town's only hotel. In addition
to assisting Mrs. Eaton with the management of the Inn, Mr. Eaton was the custodian of North Reading's L. D.
Batchelder School for twenty years. In 1959, the couple retired to a new residence at 98 Haverhill Street. The
Eatons raised two sons at the Eaton Inn. Their oldest son Chandler worked as a safety engineer for Lever Brothers.
His younger brother, Alden, was the supervisor for landscaping and maintainance at Colonial Williamsburg.
In 1959, the Eatons sold "their familiar Haverhill Street landmark" to Mr. and Mrs. Cronje who had previously
worked for hotels and restaurants. The Cronjes continued to operate 110 Haverhill Street as an inn for an unspecified
period. At the time of their purchase of the property, the Cronjes pledged that the "inn's appearance and policies
would remain unchanged."

Ipswich River
r--1~

AP.a\:"M~LL~/
t-'1j.

\!CI:ZNoJ'J

111

MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICICAL
COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS
ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACIIUSETTS
02125

Community
Property Address
North Reading
Haverhill StreetlMt. Vernon 5.•....
97,100,109,110,114
HAVERHILL STREET
47 TO 63 MT. VERNON STREET
Area(s)

Form No.

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:
D

Individually

D

Contributing to a potential historic district

Criteria:

l81

eligible

A

Criteria Considerations:

D

D

B
DA

Eligible only in a historic district

!;ltc
DB

D

eX

Potential historic district

D
DC

DD

0

EO

Statement of Significance by Edward W. Gordon
Preservation
Co nsu Itan t-:---;--.---;---;-~-;-_.
__ --.,__The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here

FOG
Consultant

Qualifies as node of Late Federal, Greek Revival, Italianate residences adjacent to the site of the Haverhill
Street Depot. The construction of this development reflects the expansive mood of the prosperous,
newly independent town of North Reading during the mid nineteenth century. The oldest building in
the area is the 1834 Eleazer Abbott House, the only Greek Revival residence in the town built with a fulllength front porch along its five-bay main facade. Most area housing dates to the 1860s and 1870s,
providing shelter to Parkers, Abbotts, Flints, and Whittredges as well as relative newcomers such as the Halls and
Fosters. Still extant at 58 Mt. Vernon Street is the Old Parsonage acquired by the Baptist Society in 1890. In
addition, this area contains the third building of the First Baptist Church(1927 -1931). The Craftsman style
church's steeple is the principle landmark on the neighborhood's'
skyline". Also located in the area are several
mid- nineteenth century gable front barns (see 58, 59.62 Mt. Vernon Street) as well as a gable front bank barn
at 109 Haverhill Street.
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