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The Elm Street/Dutton's
Corner area is overwhelmingly
residential, although it does encompass structures that were
originally used for shoe manufacturing
and animal rendering. In addition, this area encompasses
248 Elm Street,
. Feder a! vernacular building which housed the poor of the co mmunitv dur in r the 17905 and ea rlv IS00s.
ncluded within the area's borders are residences representing the vernacular Georgian, Greek Revival, Italianate
and Queen Anne styles. This area's buildings are constructed of wood and are generally of a modest scale with
heights ranging from one-and-one-half
to two stories. Houses are situated on lots ranging from an eighth of an
acre to just over two acres. In addition to houses, a former slaughter house, several old barns and at least one shoe
shop survive to provide a physical link with non-domestic aspects of life in a rural Middlesex County farming
community. Indeed, the area possesses several interesting examples of English and gable front barns exemplified
by the House of the Poor's barn at 248 Elm Street and the Dockham Barn at 279 Elm Street
Following the path of Elm Street, this area's shape is roughly that of an elongated V, extending westward from
the Old Slaughter House at 240 Elm Street (Fig. 1) as far as 283 Elm Street (Fig. 13 ). Not all of the properties
bordering Elm Street are included within area boundaries, allowing for the exclusion of modern suburban
residences (i.e 249 ,269,271,276,278
and 280 Elm Street). The presence of these modern houses neither
overwhelms nor diminishes the antique appearance of the area, in part because their small scale and wooden
fabric are sympathetic with those of the older houses. (Please note: figure mumbers referencing photographs
are in the order of property location moving from east to west.)
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
see continuation sheet
Explain historical development Ojthe area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the
community .
Elm Street/Dutton's
Corner has significant historical associations with the evolution of agriculture in North Reading
from Colonial-era farming to market garden farming of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Since the
early eighteenth century, locally prominent families including Eatons, Flints, Haywards, Mc Iritires , and Uptons have
tilled the relatively fertile soil on the level plain adjacent to the north side of the Ipswich River. In addition to farm
houses, all early "House of the Poor" is included within this area at 248 Elm Street (Fig. 3).
Dutton's Comer was named for Ephraim B. Dutton, a relative newcomer to the area whose diminutive 1879 cottage
. 24 Washington
Street (Fig. 5) is prominently sited at the intersection of Washington and Elm streets. Several
storic properties in this area also provide a physical link with cottage industries of the antebellum and post-Civil
,Var eras, including shoernaking , an unspecified "retail trade," ice harvesting, animal rendering, etc. Indeed, several
shoe shop structures survive within the area to underscore the importance of this cottage industry to the local
economy during the second and third quarters of the nineteenth century (i.c. the former Thomas Eaton Shoe
Shop/Crosby's
Barber Shop at 23 Washington
Street).
The Colonial Period (16S5-1775) is represented at Elm Street/Dutton's
Corner by at least two houses built prior to
the Revolutionary
War, including 279 Elm Street (Fig. 12) (c. 1730s) and 5 Willow Street (pre-InS,
Fig. 10).
During this period, the first Congregational
meeting house was built at the town common (17l7) while the local
economy revolved around subsistence farming, with the noteworthy exception of a saw mill built on the Ipswich
River as early as 1694. By 1771 there were 66 voters in the North Parish of Reading.
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In addition to Elm Street, the district also includes the short leg of Washington
Street from the Washington
Street Bridge to the Dutton's Corner cross roads (Elm Street /Orchard Drive!Washington
Street) as well as a
short segment of Willow Street from Elm Street to a point just beyond 5 Willow Street. In addition to the
Ipswich River, the area is watered by a stream that has been variously called Muskrat Brook and Dockam's
Brook. This meandering
waterway originates at Eisenhauer
Pond, flows southeastward
under Haverhill Street
near Foley Drive and then turns southward,
passing beneath the Elm !Willow Streets intersection
just before it
empties into the Ipswich River.
Topographically,
the area is situated on level terrain adjacent to the northern banks of the Ipswich River. The area's
southern edge follows the river from 240 to 256 Elm Street. Particularly
memorable
is the segment of the Ipswich
River on either side of the Washington
Street is characterized
by a memorably
scenic, pastoral quality. Here, old trees
border the meandering
paths of river and road, grassy lawns slope down to the river's northern banks and the artfully
random siting of cottage scale dwellings completes a picture of a venerable agricultural
community
at the eastern
fringes of the town center.
At Dutton's Corner, the isolated farms so characteristic
of the Lower End neighborhood
(i. e. the former C. A.
Upton Farm at 245 Elm Street, Fig. 2) to the east gracefully segue into a cluster of buildings
and structures that
herald the relative structural density of the town center to the west. Particularly
memorable
is the view looking
southeastward
from the intersection
of Elm and Willow towards Dutton's Comer. In the distance the leaves of old
shade trees frame the former poor house at 248 Elm Street (Fig. 3). In addition, other vintage vignettes and
compelling
streetscapes
include the linear configuration
of old trees bordering the Elm Street edge of 283 Elm
Street's (Fig. 13) lot which provide a fine introduction
to the area at its western "gateway."
Continuing
eastward, a
glimpse of late Victorian era Dutton's
Corner is in evidence at 256 Elm Street (Fig. 7). Here, a charming Italianate /
Queen Anne residence is complemented
by its well-landscaped
back yard which slopes down to the river by the
Washington Street bridge. Also noteworthy
is the visual dialogue between mid-to-late
nineteenth
century vernacular
dwellings and structures (including
a former shoefbarber
shop) bordering the river side of Dutton's Corner
(including 23 Washington
Street (Fig. 4) and 24 Washington
Street (Fig. 5).
Very generally, the southern boundary of the Elm Street! Dutton's Corner area follows the course of the
Ipswich River between C.A.Upton's
Old Slaughter
House at 240 Elm Street and the Washington
Street
Bridge. At the bridge, the river's course alters, turning from east-to-west
and then jogging southward to the
former Salem and Lowell Railroad tracks. The southern edge of the district then follows Elm Street as it bends
northwestward
from the Elm / Washington!
Orchard Drive intersection extending as far as 283 Elm Street.
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More specifically this area begins at the southeast corner of the Old Slaughter House's lot at 240 Elm Street
and 256 Elm Streer. Here, the boundary line turns northward along the west lot line of 256 Elm Street, crosses
Elm Street and continues westward along the north side of Elm Street from 259 Elm Street to 283 Elm Street.
At 283 Elm Street the boundary lines jogs northward along this properties western edge, turning eastward at
its northwestern comer and continues eastward along the back lot lines of 283 to 245 Elm Street. At the
northeast corner of 245 Elm Street's lot, the area's boundary turns southward across Elm Street and then
eastward to the beginning of the area at the northeast corner of 240 Elm Street.
Bordering the northern banks of the Ipswich River at the southeastern corner of the area is the Old Slaughter
House at 240 Elm Street (Fig. 1). Reportedly built as early as 1785, and later adapted for reuse as a residence,
this utilitarian building was probably enlarged by its mid nineteenth century owner, Charles A. Upton. The house
consists of two gable roofed structural components, including a two-and-one-half story three-bay-by-three
bay
segment and a one-story two-bay-by one bay west ell. Resting on a stone basement and clad with clapboards, the
two-and-one-half story component stands with it north gable to Elm Street. A batten door located near the northwest
corner of the west wall provides access to the building. In evidence at the second floor of the "main block" are small
square nine-pane windows. In general, windows are standard size, contain 6/6 wood sash and are set off by louvered
shutters. Projecting from the lower part of the west roof slope is a tall and narrow off-center brick chimney .
.cross the street at 245 Elm Street (Fig. 2) ranks among the most stylish and substantial Italianate residences. Said
to incorporate a dwelling that was built around 1800, this handsome house is situated close to the street behind a 4'
field stone wall of undetermined age whose construction and appearance is noteworthy in its own right. This house
is composed of a five-bay-by-two-bay
main block, a three-bay-by-one-bay
east ell which in turn is contiguous
with a two-bay-by-one bay garage. Both main block and side ell rise to height of two stories and are enclosed by
asphalt shingle-sheathed gable roofs. The attached garage seems to have been built as a farm building during the
mid nineteenth century. Rising a single story to a gable roof, its main facade exhibits a wide wood and a single
standard size window containing 6/6 wood sash.
Pilasters and a bracketed fascia board at the main elevation accent the main block's boxy rectangular form. Access to
the main block's center entrance is provided by a short flight of brick replacement steps. The small, open front porch
exhibits chamfered posts which support a segmental arch accented with a dentil course and saw cut brackets. A flat
roof with deep eaves encloses the porch. Modem storm doors protect what appears to be double mid nineteenth
century doors. Flanking the entrance are polygonal bays with rece~sed apron panels and deep bracketed eaves.
In general, windows display raised, tab-bracketed surrounds, contain 6/6 wood sash and are set off by louvered
shutters.
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The east ell is noteworthy for its formal, full-length front porch with elements identical to those of the main block.
Secondary entrance nestled into the corner of the main block and east ell's intersection opens on to this porch.
Return eaves at end gables are in evidence at both the main block, east ell and garage components.
Considerable visual interest is inherent in the randomly scattered wooden buildings and structures bordering the
south side of the Elm/Washington streets intersection, including two modest vernacular wooden dwellings and
associated out buildings at 248 Elm Street (Fig. 3) and 23 Washington Street (Fig. 4). The early 1790s wood
shingle-clad building at 248 Elm Street (Fig. 3) was reportedly used early in its history as a poor house. Standing
with its main facade oriented to the west facing the ElmlWashington streets cross roads, a wooded area that slopes
down to the Ipswich River is located behind this dwelling. Additionally, the main facade faces a semi-circular driveway, the head of which is parallel to a substantial, wooden, gable roofed barn that probably dates to the mid-to-late
nineteenth century.
Extremely plain in its appearance, this house's design interest lies in the form of its structural components and the
rough textures of its wood shingles. Composed of a two-story five-bay-by-two-bay
main block and a two-story threebay-by-one-bay east ell, its relatively small scale may account for its abandonment as a poor house in 1806 in favor
of more spacious quarters at 207 Park Street (MHC Form B_).
Narrow corner boards accent the edges of the rnair
block. The center entrance exhibits simple vertical and horizontal board surrounds with a shallow cornice.
In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. Both structural components rise from granite
foundations to gable roofs with shallow return eaves. The configuration of the western half of the main block's roof
appears to be that of a modified hip. The building'S most significant alteration is the picture window in evidence at the
street elevation of the east ell.
Next door to the west, 23 Washington Street (Fig. 4) is a diminutive three-bay-by-four-bay
dwelling that was
built around 1900. Together with 24 Washington Street (Fig. 5), these modest cottages are gateway buildings
which provide a picturesque introduction to the Elm Street / Dutton's Comer area. Standing sentinel-like at the
western approach to the Washington Street bridge, adjacent to a distinctive bend in the Ipswich River, number
23's narrow rectangular form rises two-stories from a stone foundation to an asphalt-shingle sheathed gable roof.
The rear of the house is almost a full story below the grade of Washington Street. Indeed, it is this vinyl-sided
dwelling's form and orientation to river and street that is of interest here. Projecting from the river elevation is an
enclosed, one-story, one-bay-by-two-bay
porch. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash.
Only the north gable's attic window possesses louvered shutters.
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In addition to the house, two small one-story wooden structures are in evidence to the east of 23 Washington
Street (Fig. 4). Located on an angle to the house, the smaller of the two structures was built during the mid
nineteenth century as a sboe sbop and was originally associated with 248 Elm Street. It is one of the very few
remaining shoe shops in a town that had scores of these diminutive structures. During the 1920s, it was adapted for
reuse as a barber shop. To the rear of the old shoe shop is a rectangular, one-story shed of undetermined age
and original use that possesses a basement that rises to a height of a full story at the river side of the structure.
Across Washington Street to the north, 24 Wasbington Street (Fig. 5) is an asphalt-shingle clad Italianate
cartage that retains its original boxy rectangular form. Situated on an angle within the triangular lot bounded by
Elm Street, Washington Street and the Ipswich River, this house's end gables face southeast and northwest. Measuring
five-bays-by-one-bay,
this house rises a single story a granite block basement to a gable roof with return eaves. At the
center of the main facade, a typically Italianate saw-cut bracketed door hood shelters the front door. In general,
windows are fully enframed and contain 111 replacement sash. Pierced by five windows, an extensive dormer
addition rises from the Washington Street roof slope.
255 Elm Street (Fig. G) is situated on the north side of the Dutton's Corner cross roads at the corner of Elm
Street and Orchard Drive. Said to have been built in 1810, this house is extremely plain and difficult to categorize
I istically. The substantial
brick chimney at the center of the gable roof's ridge suggests an eighteenth century date
.onstruction. The center entrance's surrounds nod to a Late Georgian sensibility. The not-always reliable David
Needham Map of 1795 does not seem to indicate this house. Measuring three-bays-by two-bays, the vinyl-sided
main block rises two stories from a granite block foundation to an asphalt shingle-sheathed gable roof.
Projecting from the main block's rear wall are two story and one-story ells. The west wall of the one-story ell is
contiguous with a modern enclosed "breezeway" and two-car garage. Located at the center of the main facade, the
paneled front door is set off by simple vertical boards and a dentil course-enlivened entablature which culminates
in a shallow cornice. Projecting from the main block's west wall is a polygonal bay addition as well as a secondary
entrance that is accessed via an enclosed, gable roofed porch.
Situated across the street on a lot that extends southward from a white picket fence to the Ipswich River, 256 Elm Street
(Fig. 7) is a cross-shaped, c. 1900 Italianate IQueen Anne house whose rear windows overlook the Ipswich River. Rising
a single story from a field stone foundation to an asphalt-shingle sheathed intersecting gable roof, this house is clad with
clapboards. Wood shingles are in evidence at the apex of the gables. A one-story square bay enclosed by a modified hip
roof projects from the street-facing facade of the front door is simply enframed with vertical and horizontal boards. In
general, windows are simply enframed and contain 2/2 wood sash. In evidence above the entrance porch is a shed-roofed
wall donner. The gables exhibit return eaves. Just to the east of this house is a small, one-bay-by-two-bay structure of
a single story that may represent a mid nineteenth century shoe shop.
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Returning to the north side of Elm Street, the Eben Flint House at 257 Elm Street (Fig. 8) is a wooden Greek
Revival dwelling. Built during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, vinyl siding, modern landscaping and an
extensive west ell compromise the main block's antique sensibility. Nevertheless, the basic rectangular form and
symmetrical fenestration of the original cottage-scale house remain intact. Measuring three-bays-by-two-bays,
the
main block rises a single story from a granite basement to a gable roof. Particularly noteworthy is the center
entrance's elements, including six-pane side lights, Doric pilasters and a pedimented lintel. Access to the front door
is provided by a granite slab. Windows contain 6/6 wood sash and are flanked by louvered shutters. Piercing the
roof's cornice line is a pair of shed-roofed dormers. At the southeast corner of the main block is an angled, small,
square gable-roofed one-story ell which may represent Eben Flint's altered shoe shop.
Next door to the west, the charming clapboard clad Greek Revival cottage at 259 Elm Street (Fig. 9) was built
c. 1840. Rising a single story from a granite block basement to a gable roof with return eaves, the main block
measures five-bays-by-a single-bay. The original main facade is obscured by an enclosed porch addition. At the
center of the enclosed porch addition is a front door which is surmounted by a shallow pedimented gable. On
either side of this entrance are three contiguous standard size windows. In general, windows exhibit 6/6 wood sash.
The main facade culminates in a molded wooden cornice. Rising from the Elm Street elevation's roof slope is a pair
of gable roofed dormer windows. Projecting from the rear wall of the main block is a two-story gable-roofed ell
with a modern glassed-in conservatory projecting from its east wall.
Included within this area's boundaries is the altered gambrel-roofed cottage at 5 Willow Street (Fig. 10).
Situated on a triangular lot at the intersection of Elm and Willow streets, this diminutive dwelling is said to predate the Revolution. A vintage photograph on the cover of the March 1965 edition of The North Reading Review
provides a glimpse of the house's original condition before the extensive alterations of recent months. Originally
this cottage was clad with clapboards, measured four-bays-by-by-a-single
bay and had a substantial brick chimney
rising from the center of its roof ridge. At the present time, vinyl siding is being applied to the house's facades.
At the center of the main facade, a modern door with a single narrow window has replaced a solid, multi-panel door.
To the left of the front door, a modern, bowed oriel has replaced two standard size windows while the window to
the right of the front door contains two single panes. A one-story, one-bay-by-one bay ell addition is in evidence at
the east wall. The dormer at the center of the Willow Street elevation'S roof slope is a twentieth century addition.
The original center chimney was removed at an undetermined date.
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Representing a relatively late addit!on to t.he area's collection ?f historic houses, 273 Elm Street (Fig. 11) is set
back facing a tree-shaded lawn while a driveway on the east Side of the house leads to a modern two-car garage.
Built c. 1910, this compact residence is difficult to categorize stylistically. Fabric such as the field stone of its
basement, wood shingle sheathing as well as the pitch and deep eaves of the gable roof allude to the Craftsman
style. The enclosed, encircling verandah with its banks of windows strike a Queen Anne note while a single,
Tuscan column at the open segment of the front porch nods to the Colonial Revival style. The front door appears
to be original and is characterized by a single, tall oval pane. Measuring two-bays-by-three-bays,
this two-story
residence's walls are pierced by standard size windows which contain 111 wood sash and are set off by louvered shutters.
Next door to the west, the Samuel Hayard House, the oldest building in the area, presides over an ample lot at
279 Elm Street (Fig. 12). Reportedly built during the 1730s, this clapboard-clad Georgian vernacular farm house
rises two stories from a granite block foundation to a gable roof. Composed of a five-bay-by-two-bay
main block
and a small one-and-one-half story east ell, a fairly substantial, one and one-half story gable front barn is located
at the northwest corner of the property. This is the same barn that appears in the Eatons' 1896 history of Reading.
This photograph also shows a full length Colonial Revival front porch which was later reduced to a small gable- roofed
porch sheltering the center entrance. At the center of the roof's pediment is a plaque bearing a date of 1739. Judging
by the size of the photograph and the amount of text devoted to this house, the Eatons' recognized the architectural
significance of the house as an early substantial homestead of a prominent member of the North Parish of Reading.
iking a formal note, early Georgian surrounds set off the center entrance. Here, the front door is flanked by
uoric pilasters and is surmounted by a cornice-headed lintel. Pairs of standard size windows flank the entrance.
A mid 1890s photograph of the house in the Eatons' history shows windows at the first story containing 6/6 wood
sash. At the present time, these windows exhibit more appropriately Colonial 12112 wood sash. Second story
windows retain their original narrow proportions. Set high on the wall plane, the second-story windows are flush
with the roof's molded wooden cornice and contain replacement 9/6 wood sash. In general, windows are set off by
louvered shutters. Undoubtedly, the old Hayward House was built with a center chimney. The two low brick
chimneys at either end of the roof's ridge were probably added at some point during the late nineteenth century.
283 Elm Street (Fig. 13) presides over an ample lot whose Elm Street frontage is punctuated by beautiful old trees.
The east side of this property borders Duane Drive which leads to a development of modern suburban residences.
This house is composed of a two-story, three-bay-by-two-bay
main block and a one-bay-by-two-bay
west ell.
Projecting from the main block's east wall is a modern breezeway and garage addition. Both main block and west ell
are clad with clapboards and rise two-stories from a stone foundation to gable roof. The main entrance is noteworthy
for its surrounds which include five-pane side lights, Doric pilasters and a cornice-headed entablature. To the left of
the entrance, the west ell's Elm Street facade is set back a few inches from that of the main block. To the right of
the front door is a pair of standard size windows. In general, windows are fully enframed and display raised sills
with 6/6 wood sash and are set off by louvered shutters. An off-center chimney rises from the roof's ridge.
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Possibly the oldest residence in the area is the Samuel Hayward House at 279 Elm Street (Fig. 12). Local
historian Samuel Le Page noted that "the old place has had a varied and checkered existence." Le Page dates this
house to 1733 while a date plaque on the front porch reads 1739. Hayward first settled in the North Parish of
Reading as early as the 1720s. Le Page points to a significant rise in Hayward's tax bill in 1733 as indicative of the
construction of a new house. A leather worker by trade, Hayward did not remain long in North Reading. In 1735,
he sold his Elm Street house to John Bickford for 525 pounds and relocated to Salem. Long a major center for the
manufacture of leather goods in New England, the ambitious Hayward would have had more opportunity to prosper
at his trade in "the Witch City." By at least the 1790s, an Eliab Stone owned 279 Elm Street. During the second quarter
of the nineteenth century the house was owned by a Mr. Swayne (or Swain).
In 1861, Swain sold the old Hayward House to Henry Towle of Boston. In 1870, Towle's nine-and-three-quarter
acre tract contained a house, barn and shed valued at $1300, $350 and $150. Towle's land was divided into a twoacre house lot, a quarter-of-an-acre Front lot and a one-acre parcel of meadow land. Six of the nearly ten acres
were devoted to "the Campbell orchard." The Campbells lived nearby to the west at 171 Haverhill Street and were
well-known fruit growers who may have rented the orchard from Towle. The presence of an orchard suggests that
Towle may have been a supplier to local cider mills. Towle "modernized" the house, removing the old central
chimney and installing a mid Victorian heating system.
By 1890, Charles A. Dockham of Chelsea used 279 Elm Street (Fig. 12) as a seasonal residence. Like the
industrialist William Wood who bought the old stone Eben Flint House a 315 Haverhill Street during the 1910s as
a country place, Dockham was evidently seduced by the still-rural charm of North Reading. Dockham left his mark
on his antique country home by adding a fairly elaborate Georgian Revival porch and porte cochere. The latter
boasted rubble stone porch rails and walls, which in turn supported Tuscan columns. In addition, Dockam built a
solarium/ conservatory encircled with banks of windows atop the center of the porch roof. The effort to impart a
Queen Anne/Shingle Style/Colonial Revival sensibility to the old pre Revolutionary War dwelling was awkward
and porch, porte cochere and conservatory were removed at an undetermined date. Le Page described 279 Elm
Street (Fig. 12) during the Dockham period of ownership as "one of the show places in North Reading."
By 1910, Dockam's widow Addie owned this house and its eight acres. By that time, the house was worth an
estimated $1700 while the barn and carriage house were assigned values of $400 and $250, respectively. In
addition, three hen houses worth $100 were also located on the premises. By 1920, Dockams no longer owned
the old Hayward House. By the mid 1960s, this house's occupants included: Alice M. Nickerson, tile
mechanic Richard D. Nickerson, Laura F. Tarbox and Theodore F. Tarbox, veterans agent.
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Another early house said to have been built "prior to the Revolutionary War" is the much-altered Carter-BuxtonCampbell House at 5 Willow Street (Fig, 10). Willow Street seems to have evolved from a driveway that extended
southwestward from Elm Street to a point just beyond 5 Willow Street. By c. 1855, Willow Street had been extended
from Elm to Haverhill streets.
Although the identity of the Carter who built this gambrel-roofed cottage has not been determined, an S. Buxton
owned this house by at least 1795. From 1800 to 1888, this dwelling was owned by members of the Campbell
family (see MHC Form B, 171 Haverhill Street). In 1870, Phoebe Campbell is listed as the owner of number 5 's
quarter-acre house lot which was valued at $30. At $100, the house was worth far less than the average $250-$450
barn of the time while its Marblehead Wood lot may have been contiguous with the Willow Street house lot or located
on or near Marblehead Street at the northwest corner of the town. By 1890, William and Fanny McAllister owned this
property which consisted of a quarter of an acre house lot and two acres of meadow land. In 1902, this house and its
land was absorbed into the extensive lands of Joseph D. Gowing (see MHC Form B, 7 Gowing Lane). By 1910,
5 Willow Street was one of a dozen houses owned by Gowing in North Reading, including a half dozen summer
cottages at Martin's Pond. At that time, number 5 was worth $400 while its shed and three hen houses were assigned
" value of $30 and $60, respectively. By 1920, this house seems to have passed from the control of the Gowings. By
mid 1960s, Alice and William Peard, carpenter lived here.
248 Elm Street (Fig.3) reportedly dates to 1793 and was originally "used as a House of the Poor." If this is the
case, then number 248 preceded 207 Park Street's use as a poor farm (1806-c. 1930). Undoubtedly, the poor
were moved to 207 Park Street (MHC FORM B, __ ) because their Elm Street home was simply too small to
accommodate a growing population of indigent, mentally incompetent and physically disabled persons who could
no longer take care of themselves. Also known as the Thomas Carter House, it is not clear when Carter acquired
the property. An unidentified Peabody owned this house during the 1850s. By 1870, Thomas Eaton owned
the old Poor House. His land consisted of a half-sere house lot valued at $50 while his house and barn were
worth an estimated $450 and $50, respectively. By 1875, this property had passed to Eaton's widow.
In 1896, the widow Eaton's sons Thomas and Frederick A. Eaton are listed on Elm Street as shoemakers.
Thomas owned number 248 while Frederick is listed as a boarder. In 1890, s shop was located on the premises
which by that time encompassed a single acre. The shop was worth an estimated $20 while the house and barn
were valued at $800 and $275, respectively.
With the exception of the Abbott's large shoemaking concern, shoemaking as a cottage industry conducted in
small wooden shops had not been profitable since the late 1850s. The Civil War resulted in a loss of southern
markets for New England shoemakers and although a few small scale shoe makers persisted in North Reading
during the late nineteenth century, most of these concerns went out of business resulting in considerable population
loss for North Reading and other towns. In any event, 248 Elm Street was the residence of Frederick A. Eaton until
as late as the 1920s. A shop is listed on the premises until as late as 1910 and may be the small building that is
currently located next door at 23 Washington Street (Fig. 4). By 1920, Frederick A. Eaton'S one acre property
was worth an estimated $1,850. By the mid 1960s, Ire and Vernon Hatch are listed at this address. Mr. Hatch was a
procurement engineer.
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Despite its mid nineteenth century ltalianate appearance, a part of the substantial residence at 245 Elm Street
(Fig. 2) may have been built as early as the 1790s for an S. Buxton. By the mid nineteenth century, this house was
associated with a member of the prolific Upton family. North Reading's Uptons are descended from John Upton
who is said to have settled in the North Parish of Reading as early as the 1670s. Historically, most of the Uptons
lived at Sadler's Neck in the south central section of the town. Charles A. Upton owned number 245 from at least
the 1850s until as late as the 191Os.
By 1870, C. A. Upton's farm encompassed a very substantial one hundred and sixty acres and was worth
an estimated $6,541. Upton's house was valued at $900 while the barn, and two sheds had an assessed value
of $ 500 and $60, respectively. Upton's farm was subdivided into a twenty-one-and-one-half
Home Field
($915), a half-acre Orchard ($100); and no fewer than five meadows named Peabody, Sprang, Front, Strawberry
and Parker with a total acreage and value of twenty-one acres and nearly $400. In addition, Upton's farm
encompassed one hundred and sixteen acres of wood lots valued at $3,607.
By 1890, Charles A. Upton's farm had been reduced from one-hundred-and-sixty
acres to ninety acres and
was worth an estimated $6,225. In the real estate valuation of that year, the slaughter-house, now 240 Elm Street,
is listed along with an Ice-house ($125); Horse-shed ($20); and Hen-house ($20) that had been added to the
property between 1870 and 1890. By 1890, Upton's house was worth $2,250 while the barn was valued at $350.
Presumably the "Front lot" was located across Elm Street bordering the Ipswich River while the intriguingly named
Rainbow Meadow may have contained a colorful array of flowering plants. Charles A. Upton died c. 1915-1920.
Upton's heirs seem to have owned a sizeable remnant of the old farm until at least the early 1930s. In 1920, a
Francella Upton owned nearly seventy acres on Elm Street, including a half-acre house lot; nearly six acres of land
containing farm buildings as well as sixty-one acres of woodland and meadow. By 1930, the ownership of the house,
slaughter-house and other farm buildings is not clear but C.A. Upton's sixty-one acres of wood land was owned by a
Joshua Upton. By the mid 1960s, the residents of245 Elm Street were Pauline R. Smith, teachers aide and Chester
M. Smith, chemical engineer.
In addition to farming, C. A. Upton conducted an animal rendering in the former slaughter house, now a private
residence at 240 Elm Street (Fig. 1). The Old Slaughter House bears a date plaque of 1785 and is probably the
structure shown on the south side of Elm Street, opposite the house labeled S. Buxton on the 1795 David Needham
Map. Further research is needed on the familial relationship between C.A. Upton and Alanson A.Upton who operated
another well-known slaughter house on Upton Avenue (see MHC Area Form Upton IChestnut) during the second
half of the nineteenth century.
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Today, 240 Elm Street is a channing, cottage-scale
residence with river views and a garden setting whose appearance
belies its origins as a utilitarian structure whose plank floors were saturated with blood _ New England slaughter houses
during the nineteenth
century "produced meat and animal by-products
such as beef, pork, mutton, veal, lard, hides, pelts
and tallow .... Proximity to a stream or pond, into which blood or refuse could be emptied, was an important factor in
the location of slaughter-houses."
In addition, animal matter was often sold to furniture manufactories
for the purposes
of creating "hide glue." Undoubtedly
Upton's slaughter house had an adjacent piggery into which were thrown the
organs of the cattle and sheep. Animal fat would have been carted away to the appropriate
markets while portions of
the cattle not consumed by pigs were taken away to sugar refiners. Outside of the slaughter- house, imperfect drainage
resulted in sewerage permeating
the adjacent terrain and polluting the brooks that invariably
lay not too far from the
front doors of these structures.
Animal rendering operations
probably ceased at the Old Slaughter House during the
1920s, if not at an earlier date. By the 1960s, the Old Slaughter House at 240 Elm Street was the residence of Gail
Wangerin, nurse and Lawrence Wangerin, engineer.
Reportedly built in 1810,255
Elm Street (Fig. 6) was for many years the residence of a branch of the Eaton family.
From at least the 1850s until 1885, Joseph H. Eaton, farmer, owned this house. In 1870, Eaton's domain covered
thirty-four-and-one-quarter
acres and had a total valuation of $1,438. His farm was subdivided
into a one-acre
house lot as well as two fields, a pasture and a wood lot. In 1870 his house was worth an estimated $450 while his
b""l was valued at $75. In 1885, Henry Batchelder,
the executor of Joseph H. Eaton's estate, sold this property to
n A. Peabody, wife of James Peabody of NOI1h Reading for $10,050. Evidently the Middlesex
County Probate
~ At ordered
the sale of the deceased Eaton's Elm Street farm. The sale of Eaton's property was advertised in the
New England Farmer printed in Boston and "a certain piece of land with the dwelling house, barn and approximately
thirty acres" was sold at auction to the Peabodys who were the highest bidders. Abutters of this farm included
CA. Upton, Joseph D. Gowing, Henry Towle and Ebenezer Flint.
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By 1890, Susan A. Peabody had inherited this thirty-two acre property from her husband who had added a hen house
to the premises but otherwise the farm remained unchanged since the Eaton period in terms of buildings and land use.
By 1896, the Peabodys no longer owned number 255. Although he is not listed in the Norrh Reading section of early
twentieth century Wakefield Directories, a U.G. Porter is indicated as the owner on the 1906 atlas of Middlesex County.
Further research is needed on post 1906 owners.
With two noteworthy exceptions, the remaining houses in the Elm Street !Dutton area were built between c. 1830 and
1880 and represent modest, cottage scale residences which in some cases have been enlarged by later additions.
During this period North Reading was incorporated as an independent municipality (1854), the Salem and Lowell
Railroad was introduced through the town, and shoemaking became an important facet of the town's economy.
Although the manufacture of shoes experienced a precipitous decline after the Civil War, the rise of market garden
farming during the late nineteenth century helped to improve the financial outlook. By the 1880s, agricultural
products of local farmers such as asparagus, apples and strawberries were in great demand in the markets of Boston,
Lowell, Lawrence and other rapidly expanding urban areas.
Indeed, Asa R. Me Intire of 283 Elm Street (Fig. 13) was among those who prospered from the post Civil War
demand for North Reading's agricultural
products. Me Intire seems to have built number 283 around 1850. On this
small farm he r~ised profitable crops and conducted several business until 1885. In 1870, Mc Intire's property
encompassed
rune acres worth an estimated $1200 and was host to a house ($650); barn ($60); shop ($35) and
shed ($30). His land was subdivided in a half-acre house lot ($75); four-and-one-half-acres
of fields, and a four-acre
" bound tree wood lot." Modest in terms of acreage, Me Intire, with his various commercial enterprises, may have
turned a greater profit on these premises than properties two or three times the size. McIntire's
best known
agricultural product was asparagus that was grown in the relatively fertile lowlands located between Elm and
Willow Streets. Indeed, a tract across the street from his house is labeled "Asparagus bed, A.R. Mc Intire" on
the 1875 Atlas of Midddiesex County. In addition, Asa R. Me Intire "carried on a retail trade" from a one-story
frame store located at the southeastern comer of his property, now the entrance to Duane Road. He also operated an
ice house in conjunction with his store. Situated behind his residence, the ice-house contained blocks of ice that may
have been harvested from Marrin's Pond (seemingly the focus of the town's small but evidently lucrative mid-to-late
nineteenth century ice industry). By 1890, Me Intire, like many other farmers in North Reading, had added a hen-house
to his nine-acre tract by then valued at $2,940.
Around 1900,283 Elm Street (Fig. 13) was sold to an Edward C. Beckett whose occupation is listed as nurse. In 1910,
Becket's nine acres embraced a Front field, West field and Wood land covering eight-and-one-half
acres along with a
half- acre house lot. At that time, Me Intire's "store building" was still extant and worth $400. The house. barn and
hen houses were worth $900, $650 and $100, respectively. The post-1915 ownership of this property needs further
research. By the mid-1960s, bank officer Kenneth L. Goddard and his wife Nancy, a substitute teacher lived here.
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A study of mid- to-late nineteenth century maps, atlases and real estate valuations makes it abundantly clear that
most of the buildings immediately surrounding
Dutton's Corner or the Elm/Washington
streets intersection
had a shoe shop on their lots. Based on this documentary evidence it is fair to say that the Washington/Elm
streets
crossroads was an important focus for the manufacture of shoes in North Reading. Washington Street was set out in
1854 and its construction may have been precipitated by the presence of these shops. Nearly every house
listed below had a shoemaking concern on the premises. Shops continue to be associated with several of
these properties as late as 1910, although the extent to which shoes were being produced is not clear.
The modest dwelling at 23 \Vashington
Street (Fig. 4) retains a mid nineteenth century shoe shop which was later
(i.e. c. 1920s) adapted for reuse as Crosby's barber shop. The shop actually predates the house, having been owned
by Thomas Eaton who lived next door to the east at 248 Elm Street (Fig. 3). Number 23's construction post-dates
1875. Possibly built as late as 1900, its earliest identified owner is John A. Crosby, a carpenter who lived here with his
wife Alice and daughter Edna .a bookkeeper who commuted to work in Boston. In 1910, Crosby's property was valued
at $550. Eaton's house and shed (formerly Eaton's shoe shop) were assessed at $450 and $50, respectively. John A.
Crosbv died c. 1915-1920 and his wife inherited the house. Business directories indicate that between the 1910s and
the 19'30s, this small house was home to Crosby's widow Alice as well as a number of other Crosbvs who are listed as
boarders. In 1920, Alice lived here with mill hand Earl N. Crosby, Malden rubber worker Mary E~ Crosby and
'endell S. Crosby. Mary E. Crosby probably worked at the Converse Rubber factory in Malden which by that time
JS one of the largest concerns
of its kind in the world. By 1930, Alice L. Crosby lived here with Malcom E. Crosby,
truck driver and Wendell S. Crosby and his wife Ruth. By that time, Wendell was the proprietor of a barber shop
housed in the old Eaton shoe shop on the premises. Dutton's Corner became synonymous
with Crosby's barber
shop and soon locals identified this cross roads with the Crosby rather than Dutton name. In 1930, Alice L. Crosby's
house was worth an estimated $2,000 while her half-acre house lot was valued at $300.
Extant by 1857, the Greek Revival cottage at 257 Elm Street (Fig. 8) was probably built around 1850 for shoemaker
Eben Flint. This house's construction was funded by the profits of shoe making rather than agricultural pursuits.
A shoe shop was evidently extant on Flint's three-eighths-of-an-acre
lot from the very beginning. Flint was one
of numerous shoemakers in North Reading who prospered in a trade that rose to the fore locally round 1820.
According to the Eatoris, "By 1850 there was a shop attached or placed by the side of nearly every dwelling house
in the precinct."
In 1870 the shoe shop on his property was worth an estimated $40 while his house was valued at
$500. Eben Flint died between 1906 and 1910 leaving his Elm street property to his son (?) Thomas S. Flint.
In 1910, Thomas S. Flint's house and shop were worth an estimated $550 and $30, respectively while
his small house lot was valued at $150.
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Valued at $100 by 1920, it is unlikely that Thomas S. Flint was still manufacturing
shoes here at this late date although
shoemaking seems to have been conducted at 56 Chestnut Street (Ml l C Form _) as late as 1906. After the Civil War,
shoemaking as a cottage industry experienced a precipitous decline due to the loss of southern markets and the invention
of sophisticated shoernaking machinery. By 1920, Flint's house was worth an estimated $1400. Flints lived in this house
until at least the mid 1960s. At that time, retirees Minnie and Frederick P. Flint lived here.
Reportedly built in 1844, the Greek Revival cottage at 259 Elm Street (Fig. 9) was probably built for a Thomas Eaton
who owned this dwelling by at least the mid-1850s. In 1870, Eaton's house lot covered a half-acre, too-small to support
a profitable farm and yet no shop is listed on the premises. The possibility remains that Eaton was a seasonal worker on
the farms of others, perhaps earning a living in the winter by harvesting ice or cutting down and delivering wood. By
1890, an Ann C. Smith is listed here on a lot that covered nearly two acres. By 1906, a Mrs. B. Potter owned this property
She is not listed in business directories of the 1910s or 1920s. By the mid 1960s, retirees Hannah C. and Wilbur O. Allen
lived here.
2..t Washington
Street (Fig. 5) was built in 1879 for Ephraim B. Dutton on land that had heretofore been part
of Joseph H. Eaton's landholdings.
In residence across the street at 255 Elm Street (Fig. 6), Eaton retained a fair
amount of control over his surroundings
even after the sale of number 24's lot, stipulating in his land transaction
with Dutton that "it is understood and agreed upon by the parties hereto that the Elm trees now growing upon said
premises shall not be removed during the lifetime of the grantor." Dutton was evidently a shoemaker, judging by
the shop that is listed as part of his property in 1890. In that year Dutton sold his diminutive Italianate cottage ($450)
and shop ($30) to John W. Porter of Danvers. In 1906,24 Washington Street was part of a tract of land bordering
the north side of the Ipswich River which also contained the Queen Anne house at 256 Elm Street (Fig. 7). At that
time it was owned by Honora Cotter, widow of Michael Cotter. Mrs. Cotter owned this property until the early 1910s.
Further research is needed on subsequent owners. By 1966, number 24 was the residence of Harold L Turner,
farmer and David A. Walker, farm hand.
Representing the Late Industrial Period in North Reading's history, 256 and 273 Elm Street were built during
the 1890s and early 1900s, respecti vely. During this period, the town became linked with Reading and Andover
via a regional trolley system that included Main StreetIRoute 28. Shoemaking was much less a factor in the local
economy than it had been prior to the Civil War, with only a handful of small shops in operation while the much
larger Abbott Shoe Manufactory was actually on the verge of a major expansion by the end of this period. Market
garden farming remained an important aspect of the local economy while the rise of summer rental colonies
around Martin's Pond was in its early stages. Nonh Reading's population reached a low of 835 in 1895 with a
slow population rise after that date, attaining 1,292 by 1915--a figure only slightly higher than 1860.

-'\fVENTORY

FORM CONTINUATION

SHEET

Community:

Form No:

Massachusetts Historical Commission

North Reading

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth

Area Name: Elm Street / Dutton's

Corner

Indicate each item on inventory form, which is being continued below

Historical Narrative
The charming Queen Anne house at 256 Elm Street (Fig. 7) was built around 1900 for James P. and Honora
Cotter. In 1910, the Cotters' half-acre house lot was valued at $100 while their house and shop were worth
$470 and $30, respectively. Further research is needed to determine the nature of the business conducted
in their shop. Given the sharp, town-wide decline in shoemaking after the Civil War it is improbable that a
structure intended to be operational as a shoe shop was built as late as 1900. Further research is needed on
the property after the Cotter period of ownership which seems to have ceased around 1915. By the mid 1960s,
Evelyn E. and Arthur P. Morin, foreman, lived here.
.
273 Elm Street (Fig. 11) is a Queen Anne/Colonial Revival residence that apparently replaced earlier buildings on
[his lot. Reportedly built in 1901, the 1906 Middlesex County Atlas indicates that two buildings with "foot prints"
different from that of the current building were located on this lot. The present house evidently dates to around 1910.
From the 1850s until the c. 1880 the predecessor houses were owned by Joseph E. Holt. In 1870, Holt presided over
a thirty-seven acre farm which had an assessed value of $2565. At that time, Holt's houses were valued at $800
and $75, respectively. In addition, a barn ($200) and a shed ($40) were located on the premises. At that time, his
land was subdivided into a two-acre House lot ($135); a fifteen-acre Back Field ($525); seven-acre pasture ($140);
five-acre Home Wood lot ($250) and an eight-acre Marblehead lot (possibly a lot actually located in the vicinity
of Marblehead Street in the northeastern corner of the town). By the late 1880s, this property was owned by
William W. Abbott. Encompassing twenty-nine acres, Abbott's tract was valued at $2,190.
j 1906, the predecessor building's
on this lot had been absorbed into Joseph D. Gowing's real estate empire
which covered over 320 acres and included a dozen houses. The main Gowing house was located on
Gowing Lane, on the east side of Haverhill Street (demolished). Gowing evidently demolished the old houses
on 273 Elm Street's lot to build the present house. In 1910, the present house was worth an estimated $1,000
while a barn (no longer extant) was assigned a value of $200. In addition a hen house wOI1h $25 was located
here. It is not clear from the 1920 North Reading Real Estate Valuation if number 273 was still part of the
Gowing estate. Further research is needed on post-191O ownership. By the mid 1960s, the Perreault family lived
here, including real estate agent Anne E. Perrault, Air Carrier Mail Inspector Paul L. Perrault and students Jan
Perrault and Paul D. Perrault.
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Considered eligible as node of architecturally distinguished residences dating from the 1730s to the
early 1900s. Represented within area boundaries are examples of vernacular domestic architectural styles
ranging from the Georgian through the Fededral, Greek Revival and Italianate to the Queen Anne and
Craftsman/Colonial Revival. Perhaps more than in any other area of the town, a comprehensive understanding
of the town's economy over several centuries may be deduced from the landscape and surviving buildings
including barns, farm houses, sheds, and a slaughter house (at 240 Elm Street). The oldest house in the area,
279 Elm Street was built for Stephen Hayward during the 1730s and was adapted for reuse as a summer residence
of Bostonian Charles Dockham during the 1890s. In addition to farm houses the town's first "House of the Poor"
(1792) at 248 Elm Street, is still extant, along with its barn which is representative of the English type. Providing a
physical link with North Reading's market garden farming industry of the late nineteenth century, the Me Intire
Farm House at 283 Elm Street was a small but apparently productive farm known for its asparagus crop.
In addition, the area boasts several examples of mid nineteenth century shoe shops, including Thomas Eaton's shoe
shop, later Crosby's Barber Shop (1930s and 1940s), now part of 23 Elm Street's property.
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