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North Reading,

Place
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N/A

25 Winter Street

Address
Historic

or village)

Nichols-Richardson

Name

Private residence

Use: Present

Farm house

Original

c. 1860

Date of Construction
Source

Farmstead

1857 Walling I\1ap and 1870 Valuation

Style/Form

Greek Revival/

Italianate; L-shaped

Undetermined

Archi tect/B uilder
Exter ior Material
Foundation

Field stone

Vinyl siding

\Vall

Asphalt shingles

Roof

Outbuildings/Secondary
Structures
and two-car garage at rear of property.

Major Alterations
(with dates)
appears to be a later addition.

Condition
Moved
Acreage

1

Small modem house

Second of two rear ells

Good
~~~-------------------------------Dyes

~

no

__.3_3
__a_cr_e_s

Situated on a high rise over looking Winter Street.
Setting -----------------------------------------Front yard enclosed by rubble stone retaining wall. Ample
front and Side yards. Adjacent to hlstonc gas station to east.
O"'erlooks lineur dC'I'elopmcm of modern suburban houses.

_

BUILDING FORM
d.R.CHITECTURAL

D see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building ill terms of other buildings with ill the community.

DESCRIPTION

Describe architectural features.

•

Situated on a high rise overlooking a distinctive bend in Winter Street, the Nichols Richardson House at 25
Winter Street is a Greek Revivailltalianate
vernacular farm house. Together with its field stone retaining wall,
mature trees and ample front and side yards, 25 Winter Street provides a glimpse of a mid nineteenth century
North Reading farmstead. Possessing an L-shaped form, this wood frame residence is clad with clapboard-scale
vinyl
siding. Measuring four-bays-by-a-single-bay,
25 Winter Street rises two stories from a field stone basement
to an asphalt shingle-sheathed
gable roof. The main block stands with end wall gables facing southeast and
northwest. Projecting from the main facade is a full length front porch which rests on a fieldstone foundation
and exhibits slat-work railings and square, chamfered porch posts. The off-center front door exhibits a Greek
Revival enframent. Here, the front door is flanked by multi-pane side lights and exhibits simple molded surrounds.
In general windows are fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. The main block's gables exhibit return eaves.
An extensive ell is composed of two-story and one-story segments. The two story, three-bay-by-one-bay
ell
appears to have been built at the same time as the main block. The second, one-story, three-bay-by-one-bay
ell was added at an undetermined
date.

NARRATIVE
t8:I see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history.
owners/occupants played within the community,
HISTORICAL

Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the

Although 25 Winter Street has the appearance of a c. 1850 Greek Revivailltalianate
farm house, the Hales Map
of Middlesex County suggests that a building may have been located on or near this site as early as 1830.
Deed research at the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds might shed light on this farm house's origins.
By the mid nineteenth century, 25 Winter Street was the residence of Richard Nichols and pan of a farm of
-r 40 acres. According to the 1870 North Reading Property Valuation, Nichols Winter Street property had a
.al value of just over $2,000. Nichols' house and one-acre house lot had a combined value of $310 while the
barn (demolished)
was worth an estimated $400. The Nichols farm encompassed
a quarter-of-an-acre
orchard,
a l Z-acre west field, a 3 3/4 acre east pasture and a 24-acre wood lot.

By 1890, Richard Nichols Winter Street property
Nichols holdings had been augmented
construction of a shed valued at $60.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

and/or

had risen in value from $2000 in 1870 to $2,890. By that time,
by the purchase of 3 acres of meadow worth an estimated
S7S and the

D see continuation
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North Reading Maps/Atlases:
1795,1831,1857,1875,1889,1906;
Town of North Reading Street List, 1966
North Reading Directories (Wakefield):
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Valuation of Real and Personal Estates, Town of North Reading: 1870;1890;1910;
1920; 1930
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North Reading. MA
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,

Property

Name:

25 Winter Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
HISTORICAL

NARRATIVE

I

continued

During the early 1900s, Richard's son Charles H. Nichols inherited 25 Winter Street and proceeded to dramatically
enlarge and improve his father's holdings. This turn of events reflects a larger town-wide trend during the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As shoe manufacturing declined, increasing attention was given to agricultural
pursuits. North Reading's farms produced cucumbers, strawberries and apples destined for sale at Boston, Salem
and Lowell markets. By 1910, Charles H. Nichols owned 95 acres of land including a 56-acre tract on Main Street
(location undetermined) as well as the 42-acre farm on Winter Street. By that time, Nichols' house was worth an
estimated $1,025 while the barn was valued at $725. A shed, hen house, and an ice house had a combined value of
$175. Among the more intriguing early twentieth century additions to the Winter Street property were a windmill
($50) and a camp ($200). Charles Nichols' Main Street property encompasssed a house, barn, shed, three fields
(18 acres), a meadow (7 acres), a pasture (12 acres) and 16 acres of wood land.
By 1920, Bertha E. and Leslie A. Nichols, farmer owned 25 Winter Street. The
Valuation does not list their Winter Street holdings. By 1930, Leslie A. Nichols'
Interestingly a "Sign" on the premises valued at $1,000 may have advertised the
from the Nichols' 2 114 acres of orchards or vegetables derived from four fields

1920 North Reading Property
farm was valued at $10,600.
sale of apples and/or other fruits
with a total area of 25 acres.

During the mid-1920s, Hilda and Roy E. Richarson purchased 118 of an acre of land from the Nichols for
the purposes of establishing a business that symbolizes North Reading's entrance into the Automobile Age.
The Richardsons proceeded to build a wooden structure that housed a gas station/store/garage
and automotive
supply business. The Richardson's distinctive wooden building still stands to the southeast of 25 Winter Street
(see MHC Form B on 21 Winter Street). The 1930 North Reading Property Valuation lists the Richardsons as
the owners of a garage and store worth an estimated $650, gas tanks valued at $400 as well as an 118 of an acre
of land worth $200. At some point after 1930, the Richardsons bought the old Nichols farm house at 25
Winter Street. By the mid-1960s, June W. Richardson, a bowling alley employee, and Elsdon E. Richardson,
railroad clerk, are listed at 25 Winter Street. The Richardsons ceased to operate a gas station at 21 Winter Street
during the 1980s. The Richardson family continues to own 21 and 25 Winter Street and evidently still
conducts a gas truck repair business from these premises.
Winter Street's beginnings are Iinked to the setting out of the Andover and Medford Turnpike during the early
1800s. The present Main Street (Route 28) in North Reading follows the path of the old Turnpike. The Andover
and Medford Turnpike extended from Sullivan Square in Charlestown to the North Reading/Andover line where
it connected with the Essex Turnpike linking southern New Hampshire with Danvers and Salem, MA. The
turnpike opened up a variety of markets for North Reading farmers, mill owners, cabinet makers and shoemakers
(after 1830) to sell their products. Winter Street was evidently set out as a short-cut linking eastern Park Street
farms with the turnpike.
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