FORM

Assessor'

B -BlHLDING

Massachusetts

Historical

220 Morrissey

Boulevard

ston, Massachusetts

Commission

Map36

I

Parcc1:l9

Town:

02125

USGS

number

Form

Number

I DI'--I_:L?_

MA

(neighborhood

or village)

Meadowview

263-265 Park Street

Address
Historic

Area(s)

Reading

North Reading,

Place

Quad

Buxton-Sheldon-Fowle

Name

Two-family residence

Use: Present

Farm house (single family)

Original

c. 1760

Date of Construction
Source

Farmstead

Town assessors records

Style/Form

Late Georgian! rectangular
Ebenezer Buxton -a ttri buted

Architect/Builder
Exter ior Material
Foundation

Granite block
Vinyl

\Vall

Asphalt shingles

Roof

Outbuildings/Secondary

Structures

Shed on premises.

Major Alterations
(with dates)
Center entrance removed,
interior converted from single to two-family after c. 1930.

Condition
Moved
Acreage
Edward W. Gordon

Recorded by

North Reading Historical

Commission

nr~anizatioll

Date(month/day

Iyear)

1711012001

Good
~~~--------------------------------Dyes

~

no

__.8_5__ac_r_es

Situated opposite Park/Chestnut cross roads and
Setting ---------------------overlooking the Ipswich River and adjacent conservation wet
lands.
-------------------------------------

_

BUILDING FORM
ARCIDTECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features.

0

see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

Reportedly built around 1760, this relatively substantial residence measures five-bays-by-three-bays.
This
L-shaped, vinyl-sided house originally possessed a center hall plan with four rooms on each floor. The house rises
two stories from a granite block basement to a broad, asphalt shingle-covered gable roof. Projecting from the end
walls are open porches with simple square posts which shelter the entrances to the two units. The entrance at the
east elevation is shown in the 1888 photograph. The entrance at the west wall may represent a later alteration.
In general, windows are fully enframed, contain 6/6,611 and 111 wood sash and are flanked by louvered shutters.
The 1888 photograph shows tall chimneys at either end of the roof ridge. Presently, only a foreshortened east
chimney is still extant.
An 1888 photograph on the cover of the February 1965 edition of the North Reading Review shows 263-265
Park Street decades before it was converted into a two-family residence. The vintage photograph shows the main
facade before the removal of its center entrance. The front door was flanked by pilasters and was surmounted by
a narrow, multi-light transom and a simple cornice-headed lintel. The front door was replaced by a window
which is just under standard size.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

181see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history.
owners/occupants played within the community.

Include uses of the building, and the rotets) the

263-265 Park Street provides a physical link with North Reading during the late eighteenth century. Reportedly
built around 1760, this house is part of the ElmlPark Streets corridor's exceptional collection of late seventeenth
to early nineteenth century farm houses. Overlooking the Ipswich River and adjacent wet lands, these farm houses
presided over properties that encompassed fields, meadows, pastures and wood lands. 263-265 Park Street was
built at a time when North Reading's population was approximately 500 (1790) and the economy revolved
around subsistence farming.
According to a caption accompanying a photograph of this house in the North Reading Review (February 1965),
this house was built by Ebenezer Buxton on the foundations of a much earlier house erected by ensign William
Sawyer. The 1795 David Needham Map of North Reading presents a somewhat confusing picture of residences
in the vicinity of the Park/Chestnut Streets crossroads. The house that appears to be located on 263-265 Park
Street's present site is labeled "Upton" while two houses to the west are labeled "Estate of William Sawyer" and "E.
Buxton." Reportedly, Buxtons owned this house until 1825 when it was sold to Samuel H. Sheldon. By 1850, the
Sheldons were well-placed to ship their agricultural products to Boston, Lowell and Salem. In that year the Salem
and Lowell Railroad was introduced through the town.
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Although a train station was not built at this intersection it may have made a stop here if requested by a passenger.
By at least the mid nineteenth century railroad crossing at the intersection of Park and Chestnut was called
Meadowview.
In any event, Samuel Sheldon's widow Sally inherited the house around 1858 and sold it to Timothy Fowle in
July of 1866. Fowle was a carpenter as well as a farmer. In 1870, he presided over the old, 40-acre BuxtonSheldon Farm which at that time had an estimated worth of $2,415. The property included a house valued at
$850, a barn worth an estimated $150 as well as a shed worth $30. The property was divided into a 112-acre house
lot ($75), a 1 1/4 acre Barn Field ($65), a 1 114 Back Field ($65) and a 37-acre Wood Lot ($1,180). The late
nineteenth century photograph of this property in the North Readin~ Review shows a substantial barn that is
no longer located just to the east of this house and the great bend in Park Street.
With the noteworthy exception of the addition of three hen houses, Fowle's farm changed little between 1870
and 1890. By that time his 40-acre farm was valued at $2,890. During the late nineteenth century market garden
farming began to take center stage in the local economy as the shoe industry more or less passed from the scene
(with the noteworthy exception of the Abbott Shoe Manufacturing Company) and the demand by Boston markets
for fresh vegetables came to the fore. Again, the Fowles' proximity to the train undoubtedly kept the value of their
agricultural products rising. Although it is unclear as what the Fowles raised on their farm, it has been documented
that cucumbers, tomatoes, apples and "small fruits" were in demand from North Reading farms during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Fowle continued to tend to his ancient farm until the early 191Os.
According to the 1910 Valuation, his farm continued to encompass 40 acres and had a value of over $2,500.
By the mid-1960s, this house was owned by the Albert B. Carlsons (263) and the Henry B. Graham Jr.s. (265).
Mr. Carlson was a court officer while his wife Greta is listed as a housewife. Mr. Graham's occupation is listed as
"sheet metal worker" while Barbara L. Graham is also listed as a housewife.

