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BUILDING FORM
ARCIDTECTURAL DESCRIPTION
0 see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
253 Park Street is an L-shaped Federal style farm house that was built around 1800. The form and proportions
of this house constitute a less formal rendition of 219 Park Street and, indeed. these rear-wall chimney houses
may have been constructed by the same housewright. Composed of a two-story, five-bay-by-one-bay
main block
and an integral two-story rear ell. The main block rises from a granite block foundation to a low hip roof. The
rear ell is enclosed by a low-pitched gable roof. Clad with clapboards, its edges are accented by narrow corner
boards. The main elevation's center entrance is sheltered by a later, c. 1890s Queen Anne porch addition. Still
intact are the porch's slat-work railings.tsquare posts, spandrel brackets and turned, spool work transom. The
front door is flanked by Doric pilasters and surmounted by a demi-Iune fan light. In general, windows are
simply and fully enframed. Original 6/6 wood sash has been replaced by 6/1 replacement sash. The main block's
elevations culminate in a molded wooden cornice.
The rear ell rises from a granite block foundation to a low-pitched gable roof. Measuring three-bays by a
single-bay, its west elevation was altered by the addition of a small, c. 1890s Queen Anne entrance porch
exhibiting elements which are identical to those of the front porch. To the right of the side entrance is a
modem oriel window.

HISTORICAL NARRA TIVE
~ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses a/The building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
253 Park Street is part of the Elm/Park Street corridor's collection of well-crafted farm houses dating from the
'ate seventeenth to early nineteenth centuries. Overlooking the Ipswich River and adjacent wetlands, these
eorgian and Federal style houses are situated on still-ample lots. 255 Park Street provides a physical link with
"-.TorthReading during the Federal Period (1775-1830). During this period, the population grew from 500 in
1790 to around 800 by 1830. This period's slow population growth is difficult to explain given the introduction
of the Andover Turnpike (Main Street/Rte. 28) through the area during the early 1800s. Although commercial
activity shifted to West Village following completion of "the pike," the civic focus remained at the North Reading
Town Common. Indeed, the present First Parish Church was constructed on the common in 1827. The health of
the local economy during the Federal period continued to hinge on agricultural pursuits while shoemaking began
to figure significantly by the 1820s. By the all three mill privileges on the Ipswich River were owned by members of
the Flint family during the 1820s.
Further research is needed to determine when the Warren Nichols family acquired this property. Nichols owned
this house by at least the 1850s. The house is indicated on the 1830 Hales Map of Middlesex County and may be

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

o see

continuation sheet

North Reading Maps/Atlases: 1795,1831,1857,1875,1889,1906;
Town of North Reading Street List, 1966
North Reading Directories (Wakefield): 1896-97;1905; 1907; 1911-12; 1919-20; 1931-1932 ;1941
Massachusetts Historical Commission Noah Read ing Reconna issance Survey, c. 1980.
Valuation of Real and Personal Estates. Town of North Reading: 1870;1890;1910;1920;1930

o

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must Quach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Community:

North Reading. MA

Property Name:

FonnNo:

253 Park Street

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued
indicated on the David Needham Map of 1795.
By 1870, Nichols, a farmer, owned 24 114 acres on Park Street. At that time, the house numbered 253 was
valued at $800. His barn and shed were worth an estimated $400 and $30, respectively. The Nichols farm
was divided into seven segments including: a 5-acre Home Lot ($300), the two-acre Buxton Field ($100), the
3112 acre Railroad Field ($210), the 4-acre Ox Pasture ($135), the 3 114 Buxton Meadow ($80), the 3 112 acre
River Meadow ($70), and the 3-acre Wood Lot ($50).
Nichols owned 253 Park Street until at least the mid-1890s. In 1890, Nichols' 253/4 acre property was worth
an estimated $2800. By that time, in addition to the house ($900), barn ($400), and shed ($60), Nichols had added
three hen houses worth $100 and a horse shed valued at $20. The subdivision of his land had changed little
since 1870.
By 1906, an Elizabeth A. Batchelder owned this property. Interestingly, the 1910 Town of North Readini!
Valuation of Real and Personal Estate does not list the house, barn and shed cited in the 1890 Valuation.
Instead, just a horse barn along with two fields, an ox pasture, two meadows and wood lands are mentioned in
the assessment of the property for that year. In 1910, the total value of Elizabeth A. Batcheler's property was $1,404.
From the 1910s until at least the mid-1960s, 253 Park Street was owned by Mrs. A.W. Doten and her heirs.
Mrs. Doten's property in 1920 encompassed a one-acre house lot as well as a house valued at $2,300. In
addition, her holdings included unspecified farm buildings on six acres of land with a value of $1,700. By
930, a Florence Doten had inherited this property, by then worth an estimated $3,000 .. In addition to her
seven-acre property on Park Street, she also owned 3 acres of wood land at an unspecified location. By the mid1960s, Dotens listed at this address included Virginia E. Dorten, secretary; David W. Doten, truck driver;
Elizabeth B. Doten; and William E. Doten, accountant.

