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DESCRIPTION

Describe architectural features.

0 see continuation sheet
Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community

Reportedly built in 1806,219 Park Street is a rare, high style Federal residence. Although one might question the
authenticity of the main facade and assume that it is the product of a recent restoration local historical commission
members maintain that in recent memory this house has not sustained any alterations. For the most part, the elegant
Federal style that is so well-represented in the domestic architecture of Boston's Beacon Hill, Salem, Newburyport
and other coastal communities, bypassed North Reading. Instead, the Georgian style of the eighteenth century
persisted in the town until as late as the 1820s and was immediately followed by houses exhibiting Greek Revival
and ltalianate stylistic elements. At 219 Park Street, the five-bay-by-one-bay main block is typical of Federal style
residences of the early nineteenth century. This house rises two stories from a hea vy granite block basement to
a low-pitched hip roof. The main facade exhibits unusually formal treatments including a center pavilion which
is set off by attenuated Doric pilasters. The center pavilion exhibits a multi-panel front door which is accessed
by a massive granite slab. The front door is flanked by narrow multi-pane side lights with solid lower panels and
is surmounted by an elliptical fan light. The center pavilion is flanked by pairs of tall, narrow windows which are
fully enfrarned and contain 6/6 wood sash. The remaining windows are fully standard size and exhibit raised
surrounds. The center pavilion culminates in a low-pitched gable. The gable shelters an elegant louvered fan light.
The proportions of the fanlight and entrance surrounds are atypical for such features during this period and
raise many questions regarding their dates of origin as do the first story's tall windows which are more typical of
Greek Revival houses of the 1840s and 1850s. A pair of chimneys rise from the main block's north roof slope.
Projecting from the rear wall of the main block is an integral two-story gable-roofed ell. A second, smaller onestory ell projects from the rear ell's north wall.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

C8J see continuation sheet
Discuss the history a/the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. include uses a/the building, and the role
owners/occupants played within the community.
Built c. 1806, this house has historical associations with North Reading's Flint family. 219 Park Street is part of the
Elm/Park Streets corridor's fine collection of late seventeenth through early nineteenth century farm houses. Most of
these houses overlook the Ipswich River. To the rear of these properties, before the advent of modern suburban
subdivisions, were fields, pastures and wood lots. Bordering the west side of 219 Park Street's lot is Central Street
which links North and Park Streets. The segment of Central Street from the Andover-North Reading line to North
Street had been in existence since at least the late eighteenth century. As late as 1906, the segment of Central Street
between North and Park streets was unpaved. A notation on the 1906 Middlesex Coury Atlas map of North Reading
reads: "Central Street, Old County Road, closed." This segment of Central Street remained sparsely built-up
until as late as the 1930s.
From its construction during the early 1800s 219 Park Street may have been a Flint
mid nineteenth century, 219 Park Street was the residence of Peter G. Flint. Further
place Peter G. Flint within this large and influential Reading/North Reading family.
to Charles and Harriet Flint. During the late nineteenth century, Mrs. Flint provided
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a town hall, an addition to the First Baptist Church, improvements to the Park Street cemetery as well as
good works too numerous to cover here.
In 1870, Flint presided over a 92-acre farm, one of the largest in the town at that time. Flint's property had a total
value of $4,270. Flint's domain included the house valued at $800 and a barn worth an estimated $550. Three
sheds on the premises were valued at $50. The farm was divided into three fields called Stone, Sawyer and Back;
three pastures called Back, North and Calf, as well as three meadows called Holt, River and Parker. In addition, his
holdings included East and West wood lots.
By 1875, Flint's widow owned this property that was later inherited around 1880 by their daughter (?) Miss
Laura Flint. By 1890, the Flint farm had been reduced from 92 to a still-sizeable 47 112 acres. Laura Flint's farm
encompassed her house, a barn and three sheds with a total value of $1550. The farm included the Holt and River
Meadows bordering the Ipswich River, four wood lots, and two pastures. Laura Flint's domain was worth an estimated
$2,655 in 1890.
By 1906,219 Park Street had been sold to Frederick J Estes. In 1910, Estes is listed as a fanner and mail carrier.
By that time the Flint farm had been drastically reduced in size to 17 acres. Estes property encompassed a
house worth an estimated $1100 and a barn and shed valued at $600 and $20, respectively. His land included a
6-acre Home Field, and 11 acres of wood land.
By 1920, the Flint-Estes farm had passed to Frederick's son, Roy L. Estes (variously spelled Estey and Estes). Once
again, the farm had become smaller as the result of sales of field and wood lands. By that time, number 219's
property encompassed 8 1/2 acres, including a 112 acre house lot and 8 acres of adjacent land. The house and lot
was valued at $2,750 while the remaining land and "other buildings" was worth an estimated $1,250. Roy L. Estes
retained ownership of 219 Park Street until at least the early 1930s.
By 1930, Estes eight acres on Park Street included a house valued at $3,000 as well as a barn and "other buildings"
with an estimated value of $850. Estes'land was valued at $1,400. He also owned 6 acres of "Gage land" which
may represent property that was not contiguous with that of number 219.
I

By the mid-1960s, this house was occupied by Doris V. Shennan and engineer/geologist

Richard V. Shennan.

