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BIDLDING FORM:
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
0 see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features . Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
Set back at the end of a drive way behind 102 Park Street, 100 Park Street is a boxy, rectangular six-bay-by-twobay, two-story frame two-family house. The origins of this gable-roofed building are unclear. It may have been
built during the mid- nineteenth century as Albert Eaton's barn. Indeed, a barn was located on this property
by 1870. Clad with vinyl siding, this building is essentially astylistic. Projecting from the main block's east gable
is a one-bay-by-two-bay ell which is enclosed by a flat roof. At the center of the main facade are paired entrances.
A shed-roofed front porch shelters the front doors.
The Italianate vernacular residence at 102 Park Street was built around 1850. Characterized by a two-story main
block, this rectangular building measures three-bays-by-four-bays.
Sheathed with clapboards, this house stands
with its northeast end gable facing Park Street. This house rises two stories from a brick foundation to a gable
roof with return eaves. This house's edges are accented with narrow corner boards. The placement of the front
door suggests a side hall interior plan. The front door is simply enframed by vertical and horizontal boards. In
general, windows are standard size, fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

[gJ see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
100 Park Street may represent the barn listed in the 1870 Valuation of Albert Eaton's Park Street property.
Located at the rear of number 102, 100 Park Street may have been converted from a barn to a two-family
residence during the first quarter of the twentieth century. 102 Park Street has historical associations with North
Reading's mid nineteenth century shoemaking industry through its original owner, Albert Eaton, a shoemaker by
trade. Indeed, shoemaking was largely responsible for the growth of North Reading during the early industrial
period (1830-1875). According to the Eatons, "by 1850, there was a (shoe) shop attached or placed by the side of
nearly every dwelling house in the precinct. The introduction of the Salem and Lowell Railroad around this time
allowed shoes and other local products to be shipped expeditiously to Boston, Salem and Lowell markets." The
shoe industry in North Reading never recovered from the loss of southern markets during the Civil War.
102 Park Street was built around 1850 for Albert Eaton. According to the 1870 North Reading property valuation,
Eaton had a shoe shop as well as a house and barn on his Park Street property. The total value of Eaton's property
in 1870 was $655 and included a house ($450), a barn ($75), as well as the shop which was worth an estimated
$30. The value of the 5/8-acre house lot was $100. By 1890, the value of Eaton's property had risen only $25.
His house and barn were worth an estimated $475 and $40 while the shop's value was $25.
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