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BUILDING FORM
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features,

0 see
Evaluate the characteristics

continuation sheet
of this building in terms of other buildings within the community,

315 Haverhill Street's main block is a rare example of a North Reading residence constructed entirely of field
stone. Measuring three-bays-by-two-bays,
the main block rises two stories to a broad asphalt shingle-sheathed
gable roof. According to local lore, a clapboard-clad structure of unspecified age is encased "within hea vy
stone set in mortar to a depth of eighteen inches." The stone used in the "renovation" of this house is said to
have been obtained in 1834 from an Andover quarry owned by Addison Flint. Further investigation is
recommended to verify the presence of the earlier wooden residence.
The center of the Haverhill Street elevation, the center entrance is sheltered within an open, Colonial Revival porch.
The porch exhibits square posts which support a gable roof. The center entrance is set off by a Greek Revival
enframent composed of Doric pilasters and a cornice-headed entablature. Set within a shallow recess, the front door
is flanked by narrow multi-pane side lights. A secondary entrance is located at the center of the nonh gable, below
the grade of the main entrance. Like the front door, windows are set within a shallow recess and exhibit raised stone
sills. Wide rectangular granite sills which are flush with the masonry walls surmount the windows. In general, windows
contain 6/6 wood sash. The main facade exhibits unusually stylish tripanite windows consisting of a standard-size
center window flanked by narrow windows--a window type employed in row houses on Beacon Hill erected during
the 1820s. Ranged across the Haverhill Street roof slope is a trio of Colonial Revival dormers. These dormers do not
appear in a photograph of the house which is included in the Eatons' history of North Reading (18905). According
to local historical commission member Patricia Romeo, the rear ell wing and porches were built during the 19905.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

181see continuation sheet
Discuss the history a/the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history: Include uses a/the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
ror two and one-half centuries, 315 Haverhill Street's land was owned by the descendanrs "of the emigranr
ancestor Thomas Flint." As early as 1689, Ebenezer Flint, a grandson of Thomas Flint, was given this land. It
was called by him in his will "the land I bought beyond the Ipswich River." The property remained under Flint
family ownership until as late as the 1910s. During the World War I era, industrialist William M. Wood
acquired the old Flint place as a country estate for his daughter.
315 Haverhill Street is situated on Jebit Plains in the north central section of the town. According to local
lore, the J ebit name "came to America with the early English settlers who in their homeland executed criminals
on a treeless tract of land generally on a prominent hill remote from the village." Evidently the elevated
terrain in the vicinity of number 315 served the North Parish of Reading as a hanging ground early in its
history. One undocumented story holds that executions related to the Salem witchcraft troubles of the early
1690s took place on Jebit Plains.
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Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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NARRATIVE

The fieldstone-constructed
structural component of 315 Haverhill Street was built around 1830. The identity
Of the house's first owner needs clarification. Best evidence suggests that this house was built for either
Ebenezer Flint, Jr., grandson of Sgt. George Flint (see 7 Gowing Lane and 383 Park Street) or one
of his three sons. Ebenezer Jr. and sons Ebenezer III, Benjamin and Daniel entered the army at the outbreak
of the Revolutionary War. At war's end they returned to North Reading to work as farmers. At least one
of Ebenezer J r.' s grandsons excelled in business. Addison Flint entered into a partnership in a "the
bluestone quarry which is just over the boundary line in Andover. This quarry provided the stone
for the renovation of the Flint homestead which was done in 1834. Heavy stone set in mortar to a
depth of eighteen inches covered the original clapboards. Since then it has been known as the Stone House
Fann"
In 1857, this house is labeled L.& A. Flint. From the 1860s until the 1890s, number 315 was the residence ofIsaac
Flint. His son, Isaac A. Flint, owned this tract from the 1890s until the 191Os. The 1870 and 1890 editions of
North Readin~ Valuation of the Real and Personal Estate provide a clear picture of the buildings and land
use on this farm. In 1870, Flint's farm contained 145 acres and was valued at $6,285. At a time when the average
farm in North Reading was valued at a round $2,000, Isaac Flint's property ranked among the most valuable estates
in the town. In 1870 this property encompassed two houses valued at $1400. The location of the second house is not
clear, although local historian Thomas Parker observed that "a salt box was located on the property until as late as
1941." In addition to the stone house and salt box, Flint's farm contained a barn and two sheds.
The farm was subdivided into four fields named Back, Front, Woods and New; two pastures, Calf and Whitcomb;
two meadows, Goodale and Little; part of Ash Swamp, as well as six wood lots: Sheep Pasture, Woods, Carter,
Stone, Goodale and Ash Swamp.
By 1890, the total acreage of Isaac Flint's farm remained at 145 but there was an increase in the number of
out buildings on the premises. In addition to Flint's two houses, one barn and two sheds, a horse-shed, four
hen-houses, and two sheds had been built on the property. Judging by the fact that numerous farmers in the town
built hen houses during the 1870s and 1880s, it would seem that eggs and chicken parts became an important
aspect of the local economy during the late nineteenth century. By 1890, the subdivision of land had changed
little since 1870. It is not clear as to whether the land owned under the name of Isaac Flint's son, Isaac
A. Flint, was contiguous with his father's land. Isaac A. owned 27 acres of wood lots .
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Historical Narrative
By the early 1900s, Isaac A. Flint had inherited his family's ancient farm. By 1910, Isaac A. Flint's farm had
marginally increased in size from 145 to 148 acres with an estimated value of $4,680.
In 1918, Lowell and Andover textile magnate William M. Wood purchased the old Flint farm. Wood transformed
the property into a country estate called "Stone House Farm." At that time he built the field stone wall along the
Haverhill Street edge of the property. Wood also built the Dutch Colonial house and stable across the street at 318
Haverhill Street. William M.Wood, reportedly purchased 315 Haverhill Street as a rural retreat for his daughter who
suffered from mental illness.
WilliamM.Wood is a major figure in the industrial history of Massachusetts, New England and the United States.
Born on June 18, 1858 in Edgartown on Martha's Vineyard, Wood was of English and Portuguese ancestry, the son
of William Jason Wood and Amelia Christine Madison Wood. His father abandoned work as a seaman because of poor
health, relocating with his family to New Bedford. Wood's father died in 1870 and twelve year old William was looked
after by his guardian, Hon. Andrew G. Pierce, "one of the most estimable citizens of the town". Possibly through
Pierce's connections the fatherless Wood's first significant employment was at the Warnsutta Textile Mill in New Bedford
where he worked as an accountant. In addition to the Wamsutta Mill, Wood was employed in Philadelphia in a banker's
nd broker's office, in New Bedford as a bookkeeper for the prominent banking house of J.A. Beauvais & Company,
in Fall River as the paymaster for the Border Cities Mills and in Lawrence, initially as a salesman for the
Washington Mills. According to George F. Redmond in Financial Giants of America (Vol. II, 1922), Wood,
early in his career in Lawrence "was recognized by all who knew him as a master both as a manufacturer and
as a merchant." As manager of the Washington Mills, Wood was able to payoff the company's debts,
transforming it into "one of the most efficient and profitable industrial concerns in the United States".
In 1899, Woods business acumen enabled him to purchase several financially troubled mills and combine them
with the Washington Mills under the control of a new company called the American Woolen Company.
By the early 1920s, The American Woolen Company had 59 mills, located in New England, including the
Assabet Mills at Maynard, MA, then the largest woolen plant in existence and the immense Wood Mills at Lawrence,
"greatest of all worsted manufacturing establishments". By 1922, The American Woolen Company's total product reached
a maximum of $80,000,000. For all of Wood's spectacular success as a merchant and manufacturer, he is
perhaps most widely remembered for his role as a company president unsympathetic to the financial plight of striking
workers.
William M.Wood was president of the American Woolen Company at the time of the famous labor strike in Lawrence
in 1912. During the previous year, a labor law reduced women's working hours to fifty-four per week. In retaliation,
Wood and other manufacturers reduced wages proportionately and this act precipitated the great Lawrence strike on
January 15, 1912. At that time, strikers picketed en masse, and the mayor enlisted the support of eight militia companies
to quell the unrest and reopen the factories. Wood refused to meet with the strike committee. A few days later, skilled
operatives entered the frey. Twenty thousand workers refused to go back to their jobs, forming the largest picket line
ever seen in Massachusetts. Dynamite was discovered in the strike district and seven strikers were arrested. A leading
businessman was convicted of planting the dynamite. Wood was exonerated of any role in the dynamite "planting" episode.
On January 29, 1912, one woman was killed during a huge demonstration. Over two hundred strikers' children were sent to
New York City to be kept out of harm's way while their parents back in Lawrence were threatened by bayonets and clubbed
by the militia. According to the WPA Guide to Massachusetts, "the strike was won with wage increases, time-and-a-quarter
for overtime, and guarantees of no discrimination against union members."
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The Isaac Flint Farmstead/ William Wood estate ranks among the most architecturally and historically
significant properties in North Reading. As early as 1689, an Ebenezer Flint is said to have owned this land.
According to local lore this house's elevated terrain was the site of a late seventeenth century gallows. The only
pre-1900 house in North Reading faced entirely in stone, this house's granite materials are said to have been
removed from an Andover quarry owned by Addison Flint in 1834. A earlier wooden house is said to be encased
within the stone materials. Flints owned this house until as late as the 1910s. By 1918, the major American industrialist
William M. Wood, purchased the old Flint House as a country retreat for his mentally ill daughter. Wood
was the President of the American Woolen Mills and the driving force behind the creation of Shawsheen
Village, model residential community built for the managers of Wood's industrial concerns.

