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BURIAL GROUND FORM

VISUALIDESIGNASSESSMENT 0 see continuation sheet
Describe lands cape features, gravestone materials, designs, motifs, and symbols that are either common or unusual. Note any
known carvers.

This tiny family cemetery, completely hidden by overgrowth, contains four slate gravestones. It is the last
property before the Andover town line. Apparently situated close to the road even in its' time - Central Street
has a long history - there are still-extant granite posts, perhaps indicating the original cemetery boundaries. The
close proximity of remnants of a stone wall may also either indicate early cemetery boundaries, or some other
kind of boundary, as in a field or farm. It is unknown if other, unmarked (or no longer visible) remains lie here.

The four slate gravestones, three large, one small, were placed lying down, and appear to be intact. Two of the
full-size stones contain highly decorative motifs above the names; the third large stone is plain. The small stone
may have been for an infant. All are in extremely good condition. Two of the stones are signed identically by
"F. & G. LA ..... E". This is possible the signature of Isaac Fletcher and an unknown partner, working in
Lawrence, Massachusetts. In the 1853 Lawrence city directories, Fletcher is listed as a marble dealer, a common
designation for a skilled stonecutter, which Fletcher appears to have been. (See forms for Harmony Vale
Cemetery and Riverside Cemetery for more mentions of Pletcher.)' .

HISTORICALNARRA TIVE 0 see continuation sheet
Explain religious affiliations, major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial ground with the
community,

The four stones here are members of the Gould family: Cornelius Gould, died July 26,1847, aged 80; Lydia,
wife of Cornelius, died April 1, 1852, aged 68; Emerson Gould, probably a son, died April 15,1848, aged 30;
and "E.G.," no full name or death date noted. The graves of Lydia and Cornelius Gould are side by side, as are
the graves of Emerson Gould and the (presumed) infant. Perhaps significantly, Emerson Gould's stone was laid
facing his presumed parents.

Little is currently known about the Gould family or the cemetery's history. Massachusetts Bay genealogical
records indicate that a Cornelius Gould of Boxford, MA, married Lydia Carter (b. Reading, MA, November 2,
1783, baptized September 16, 1787). Lydia Gould's dates are a match for this couple, but nothing further is
known about them. The grave of Emerson Gould is likely their son, based on comparative dating. The small
stone marked simply "E,G." may indicate that the Goulds lost an earlier infant, who may have been the original
Emerson. Re-using names of deceased children within a family was a common practice.

Since both the gravestones of Cornelius and Emerson were carved by the same carver, it can be assumed at least
that Lydia Gould made the burial arrangements for her husband and son. The infant's gravestone is not signed,
a common practice since the stones were generally kept simple. Lydia's gravestone is not signed.

BIBLIOGRAPHY andiOIREFERENCES 0 see continuation sheet

Maps: 1795,1831,1857
Middlesex County Atlases: 1875,1889,1906
Lawrence City Directory, 1853
Le Page, Samuel, A History of North Reading, 1944

o Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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