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Town: North Reading, MA

Place (neighborhood or village) Lower End

Address 41 Elm Street

Historic Name Hayward-Howard-Hayward Farmstead

Use: Present Multi-family residence

Original Farm house

Date of Construction c. 1860

Source Visual analysis

StyleiForm Italianatel L-shaped

ArchitectlBuilder Undeterminned

Exterior Material

Foundation Granite block

Wall Vinyl

Roof Asphalt shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures Three-car garage

Condition Good~------------------------------------
D yes ~ no

Acreage _Le__s_s_th_a_n_o_n_e__ac_r_e _

Moved

South facade overlooks lawn and Queen Anne
Sett ing ------------------------------------------
house on south side of Elm Street. To the rear of the property isRecorded by

North Reading Historical Commission
-~ani zati 0 II ------------------------------------------------

Datetrnonth/day /ycar) 1711012001

a subdIvIsIOn of modern suburban resIdences.



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 0 see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building ill terms of other buildings within the community.

Shaded by mature trees, this Italianate house stands with end gable facing the intersection of Elm Street and
Hayward Avenue. The latter thoroughfare was originally a private road that lead to the houses, barns and out
buildings of the Hayward and Howard families. Despite alterations to fabric and elements, this house retains its
original form and siting and remains identifiable as a mid nineteenth century two-and-one-half story end gable
Italianate farm house. Rising from a granite block foundation to a broad, asphalt-shingle sheathed gable roof, this
house possesses an L-shaped form. Contiguous with the three-bay-by-three-bay main block is a two-bay-by-two-bay
east ell. Polygonal bays project from the main block's Elm Street elevation and west gable. Porches with replacement
elements provide access to paired entrances at the west gable and a single, secondary entrance at the Elm Street
elevation of the east ell. The paired entrances evidently replaced a single front door when the building was converted
from single to multi-family use around 1930. In general, windows contain 111,211 and 211 wood sash. The windows
of the Elm Street elevation exhibit louvered wooden shutters.

To the rear of the house is a c. mid twentieth century three-car garage.

mSTORICAL NARRATIVE t8I see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

The origins of this house are difficult to determine. Maps dating from the late eighteenth to early twentieth centuries
show two houses bordering a private driveway on the north side of Elm Street near the Middleton line. The private way,
later Hayward Avenue, was characterized by an inverted U-shaped configuration. 41 Elm Street is located on the
eastern side of Hayward Avenue, while the house on its western side is no longer extant. Both houses are labeled
Hayward on the 1795 Needham Map of Reading. The possibility remains that the present 41 Hayward Street
incorporates an earlier house. At some point during the first quarter of the nineteenth century the house on this site
passed from Haywards to Howards. Towards the end of the nineteenth century, the property reverted to Hayward
family ownership. Haywards settled in North Reading as early as 1723.

John Howard died in 1863. His Elm Street property passed to his widow Lucinda Sheldon Howard. In 1870, Lucinda's
farm encompassed sixty-seven acres and was worth an estimated $2,217. At that time, her house was worth $650. A
barn, shop and shed were worth an estimated $200, $20 and $30 respectively. The land was subdivided into a half-acre
house lot ($40); sixteen acres of fields called Front, Back, Barn and Brook (combined value of $360); nearly twelve
acres of pastures ($680), two acres of river meadow ($36), and a ten-acre wood lot ($200).

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES o see continuation sheet

North Reading Maps/Atlases: 1795,1831,1857,1875,1889,1906; Town of North Reading Street List, 1966
North Reading Directories (Wakefield): 1896-97;1905;1907;1911-12; 1919-20;1931-1932;1941
Valuation of Real and Personal Estates, Town of North Reading: 1870;1890; 1910; 1920; 1930
Eaton, Chester W., & Warren Eaton, eds. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary of the Ancient Town of N.R.
Le Page, Samuel M. A History of North Readim;. Tercentenary Ed., 1944

D Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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INVENTORY FORlY!CONTINUATION SHEET
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220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Community: North Reading. MA
Form No:

Property Name: 41 Elm Street

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE continued

John and Lucinda Howard were the parents of Charles P. Howard who became a successful businessman in North
Reading and later Salem, Lawrence and Boston. Born on July 1, 1809, Charles was educated at academies in
Reading and North Reading while working on his parent's farm "in the lower end near the Middleton Line." In
1827, Howard relocated to Salem where he worked for Charles C. Currier's shipping and dry goods business. By
1830, Howard had purchased Currier's share of the Salem business. In 1835, he married Mary Chapman Rayner,
the daughter of another North Reading Elm Street farming family (see MHC ,192 Elm Street). Around 1836,
Charles P. Howard built a store in North Reading and placed his brother, John B. Howard in charge of this
enterprise. In 1841, he sold the Salem business to his brother and returned to North Reading to live and work in
the town center.

In addition to his success as an entrepreneur, Charles P. Howard was active in local government, serving as the
town's first clerk after its incorporation as an independent town in 1853. He served in this capacity for thirty-two
years. By 1861, he also served the town as a selectman, assessor and overseer of the poor. Under Howard's
leadership, 112 North Reading men signed up to serve in the Union Army without having to be drafted. This
remarkable feat was recognized and rewarded by Governor John A. Andrew who rewarded Howard and the town's
servicemen with passes over the state's railroads. After the Civil War, Howard and his son sold the North Reading
business, subsequently operating stores in Boston and Lawrence. Charle's first wife died on June 14, 1879 and in
1883 he married Sarah Putnam Hopkinson, a direct descendant of the Reverend Daniel Putnam, the first ordained
minister of the old North Precinct of Reading. Charles mother Lucinda died in 1885 at the age of 102.

By 1889,41 Elm Street was owned by George H. Hayward. By 1890, the Hayward-Howard-Hayward farm had
grown from sixty-seven to one hundred and forty-two acres. The real estate valuation of that year indicates that
George H. co-owned this property with his brother (?) Martin L. Hayward. By that time the property encompassed
a house worth $1900 along with a barn ($500); slaughter house ($1150); ice house ($150); two sheds ($150) and
two Hen-houses ($35). By that time, the farm was subdivided into a three quarters of an acre house lot; six fields
with a combined acreage of nearly twenty acres ($1000); six pastures (forty acres) with a combined value of nearly
$1000; nearly eighty acres of wood lots($2500) and a four-acre strawberry meadow ($100).

By 1910, Hayward's domain included two houses on Elm Street, a barn, ice house, wind mill, hen houses, two
additional barns, a shed, and a silo. Evidently maximizing the profits that could be made from market garden
farming at the turn of the century, the Haywards continued to augment their land holdings. In 1890, the farm
embraced 140 acres and by 1910 the Hayward Elm Street domain contained over 180 acres. George H. Hayward
died on October 1, 1913 and his widow Mary E. Hayward continued to live at 41 Elm Street until the early 1920s.

Around 1930, the house's interior was altered to accommodate several apartments. By the mid 1960s, residents of
41 Hayward Avenue included: Judith L. Sands; salesman Benjamin F. Sands Jr.; Catherine B. Twining; and William
A. Twining, tool maker.
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