
USGS QuadFORM: B -BUILDING Assessor' number Area(s) Form Number

Massachusetts Historical Commission I Map44 Parcel 36 IIReading ID 1,--_/_0_1_
Town: North Reading, MA

Place (neighborhood or village) Rattle Snake Rock

Address 222 Haverhill Street

Historic Name Undetermined (Dennis and Thomas Foley
Farmstead, c. 1860s to the early 1900s)

Pri vate residenceUse: Present

Original Farm house

Date of Construction c. 1725-1750: by 1795

Source Visual analysis and David Needham Map of 1795

StyleiFonn Saltbox /rectangular

ArchitectlBuilder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Field stone

Wall Clapboards

Roof Asphalt shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures NIA

Major Alterations (with dates) --I.V..lo;e..l.."rYl-Uin.u.t.ll..!ac.:.J,t_
Modem wooden porch added to west wall.

Condition Good~~------------------------------
Moved ~ noDyes
Acreage __0_.2_8__a_cr_e_s _

Situated close to Haverhill treet facing south.
Setting --------------------
Woodlands to west of the house.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

... I Form No:

BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 0 see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

222 Haverhill Street is part of North Reading's small but choice collection of saltbox farm houses. According
to Lester Walker in American Shelter, "the salt box began as a simple rearward expansion of the plan but by 1720,
lean-to additions were built to accommodate everything from animals to children." Adding a single story to the
back of a one-and-one-half story or two-story one-room deep house was the most practical method of gaining
more space. According to Lester Walker, "the resulting shape of this new house was that of a Medieval salt box,
hence its name. In most salt boxes the lean-to addition was divided into three rooms: a central kitchen with its new
fireplace and oven; a boming room, reserved for childbirth and the ill; and a pantry." By 1680, the saltbox style
had become so popular that houses were being built with the lean-to as part of the original construction, with
the roof line unbroken from the ridge to the rear wall.

222 Haverhill Street stands with its distinctive, clapboard-clad saltbox profile facing Haverhill Street while the
main elevation faces south. The house's volume is crisply defined by narrow corner boards. Rising from the
north roof slope is an off-center chimney that does not appear to be original. A low field stone wall is in evidence
at the southwestern corner of the house. Field stone was also employed in the foundation of this house.
Measuring five-bays-by-two-bays, the center entrance is set off by simple vertical and horizontal boards. The
entrance's lintel exhibits a raised molding. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 6/9 wood sash.
Windows are set high and wide apart on the walls with second floor windows flush with the plate.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE t8Jsee continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the rolets) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

Probably built during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, 222 Haverhill Street provides a physical link
to North Reading during the Colonial Period (1675-l775). During this period, the North Reading town center
evolved at the town commonlIpswich River ford. By the early eighteenth century the beginnings of a radial road
network emanated from the town center, including the north-south Andover Road (Haverhill Street, north of the
Common). Population figures for the North Parish of Reading are sketchy for this period. By 1730 there were
about 39 members of the church and about 53 taxpayers. By 1770,66 voters were registered in the North Parish.
Subsistence fanning characterized the local economy during this period with the Lob's Pond (or Pound)
grist mill operating on the Ipswich River at Mill Street as early as 1694.

During the late eighteenth century, this house was owned by one of the Eatons and/or Pratts. Two houses are
shown on the 1795 Needham Map of Reading located on the west side of Haverhill Street below the Haverhill/
North Street intersection. The northern house is labeled Ephraim Pratt while the house to the south is labeled
Eaton. Historically, the area around this intersection was associated primarily with the Eaton family of tanners
and Revolutionary War veterans. Eatons had settled in the north central pan of the town by at least the mid

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES o see continuation sheet

North Reading Maps/Atlases: 1795,1831,1857,1875,1889,1906; Town of North Reading Street List, 1966
North Reading Directories (Wakefield): 1896-97; 1905; 1907; 1911-12; 1919-20; 1931-1932; 1941
Valuation of Real and Personal Estates, Town of North Reading: 1870;1890;1910;1920;1930
Satan, Chester W., & Warren Eaton, eds. Proceedings of the 2501h Anniversary of the Ancient Town of N.R.
-e Page, Samuel M. A History of North Reading, Tercentenary Ed., 1944

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Repoa, Noah Reading, 1981

o Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
!20 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Community
North Reading

Property Address
222 Haverhill Street

Area(s) Form No.

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

~ Individually eligible D Eligible only in a historic district

D Contributing to a potential historic district D Potential historic district

Criteria: 0 A o B ~ C D D

Criteria Considerations: OA DB DC DD 0 ED FOG

Statement of Significance by Edward W. Gordon Preservation Consultant
:::onsultant .,----,---
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here

Extant by 1795 and probably built as early as the mid eighteenth century for members of the Pratt and/or Eaton
families, 222 Haverhill Street is part of North Reading's small but choice collection of saltbox farm houses. Situated
on the old Andover Road (Haverhill Street), this house provides a physical link with the North Parish
of Reading's eighteenth century agrarian-based economy. By 1870, this house was the farm of Dennis Foley,
possibly a native of Ireland who was one of the few non Yankee Protestant property owners in North Reading
at that time. Foley may have been operating a market garden farm on the premises, sending his produce to markets in
Boston, Salem, Lowell, etc.


